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THE SPEAKER (Mr Harman) took the
Chair at 2.15 p.m., and read prayers.

AUSTRALASIAN STUDY OF
PARLIAMENT GROUP

Vice-Chairman

THE SPEAKER: Members will probably be
aware of the existence and activities of the
Australasian Study of Parliament Group. This
group, comprising members and officers of
Parliament, political academics, and other
interested persons meets regularly to examine
and discuss Parliament as an institution. I am
pleased to inform members that at its most
recent meeting in Adelaide the Australasian
Study of Parliament Group has chosen the
Clerk of the Legislative Assembly, Mr Bruce
Okely, to be its vice-chairman.

Members: Hear, hear!

COMMERCIAL EDUCATION SOCIETY
OF AUSTRALIA

A wards
THE SPEAKER: I am pleased to inform

members that one of our Hansard reporters,
Miss Cheryl Sanderson, has been judged the
best Pitman shorthand writer in the recent
examinations conducted by the Commercial
Education Society of Australia-

Miss Sanderson obtained this achievement
by passing at 220 words a minute.

Miss Sanderson has been presented with the
Sir James Pitman Challenge Shield.

At the request of the Commercial Education
Society arrangements have been made for the
Shield to be displayed in Parliament House.

Miss Lorraine Butler, also a Hansard re-
porter, presented herself for examination at the
same time in the stenotype shorthand system
section, and passed with a similar rate of 220
wards a minute.

We extend our congratulations to both.
Members: Hear, hear!

COMMUNITY SERVICES: ADOPTIONS
Birth Certificates: Petition

MR BATEMAN (Canning) [2.19 p.m.]: I
have a petition in the following terms-

To: The Honourable The Speaker and
Members of the Legislative Assembly of
the Parliament of Western Australia in
Parliament assembled:

We, the undersigned residents in the
State of Western Australia do here-
with pray that Her Majesty's Govern-
ment of Western Australia will allow
adopted children over the age of
eighteen years to be legally recognized
within that Act as adults entitled to
their original Birth Certificate and any
other information about their pre-
adoption status.

Your petitioners are extremely con-
cerned that adopted children were
never a party to the laws which have
cut them adrift fron their personal
history. This fundamentally human
birth right is validated by Article I of
the Universal Declaration of Human
Rights which states "All human beings
are born free and equal in dignity and
rights. They are endowed with
reason and conscience and should act
towards one another in the spirit of
brotherhood." Research into the
psychological effects of genealogical
bewilderment or conscious ignorance
of an adopted person's familial, social
and cultural background, supports the
United Nations finding of the Expert
Group Meeting on Adoption and Fos-
ter placement of children (Geneva
1978), that the need of adult adoptees
to know about their background,
should be recognized. The State of
Victoria has recently passed legis-
lation which recognizes the special
needs of adult adoptees. Western
Australian adoptees have the same
special needs.

Your petitioners humbly pray that
you will give this matter earnest con-
sideration and your petitioners, as in
duty bound, will ever pray.

The petition bears I115 signatures and I certify
that it conforms to the Standing Orders of the
Legislative Assembly.

The SPEAKER: I direct that the petition be
brought to the Table of the House.

(See petition No. 4.)
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COMMERCIAL TENANCY (RETAIL
SHOPS) AGREEMENTS

AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by Mr Bryce
(Minister for Small Business), and read a first
time.

AUSTRALIA ACTS (REQUEST) BILL
Second Reading

MR GRILL (Esperance-Dundas-Minister
for Transport) [2.25 p.m.]: I move-

That the Bill be now read a second time.
This Bill is the first stage in the implemen-
tation of the agreement reached between all
State Governments and the Commonwealth
Government-in which Her Majesty and the
United Kingdom Government have con-
curred-to remove the constitutional links
which remain between Australia and the
United Kingdom Parliament, the Government
and judicial system, and to substitute new
constitutional provisions and procedural ar-
rangements. In particular the implementation
of the agreement will bring the constitutional
arrangements affecting the States into conform-
ity with the status of Australia as a sovereign,
independent, and federal nation.

The specific details of this agreement have"
been reached following extensive consultations
which have taken place over the last few years
between the Commonwealth, State, and United
Kingdom Governments and Her Majesty.

At the outset I emphasise that nothing in the
legislation will impair the constitutional
position of Her Majesty the Queen in the
Government of each State and the Common-
wealth of Australia. On the contrary, as will
appear later, the effect of the legislation will be
to bring the Crown closer to the people and
Governments of this nation, since the Queen,
instead of being formally advised on State mat-
ters by United Kingdom Ministers, will be ad-
vised by State Premiers.

Most of these measures are to be effected by
legislation to be enacted by the State, Com-
monwealth, and United Kingdom Parliaments,
the form of which has been agreed by all
Governments.

Ultimately the key elements will be an Act of
the Federal Parliament and an Act of the
United Kingdom Parliament, each to be known
as the Australia Act, which will be identical in
all material respects. The two Australia Acts
will be proclaimed to come into operation sim-

ultaneously. By this unique legislative means it
has been possible to resolve the legal and politi-
cal difficulties inherent in the historic step we
are taking.

In accordance with the agreed procedure and
to satisfy constitutional requirements, before
the Australia Acts can be enacted, the Parlia-
ment and Government of every State will-

(1) request the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment, pursuant to section 51(38) of
the Commonwealth Constitution, to
enact its Australia Act;

(2) request and consent in accordance
with Constitutional Convention to the
United Kingdom Parliament enacting
its Australia Act; and

(3) request and consent to the Common-
wealth Parliament in turn requesting
and consenting to the United King-
dom Parliament enacting its Australia
Act. The request and consent of the
Commonwealth Parliament to the
Australia Act of the United Kingdom
is required by section 4 of the Statute
of Westminster.

Clauses 3, 4, and 5 respectively of the Bill now
~before the House achieve each of these three
/prerequisites.

The first schedule contains the proposed
Australia Act of the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment. The second schedule contains the
proposed Australia (Request and Consent) Act
by which the Commonwealth Parliament and
Government will request and consent to the
enactment of the Australia Act of the United
Kingdom. The UK Australia Act is in turn a
schedule to the Australia (Request and Con-
sent) Act, It is identical in all material respects
to the Australia Act of the Commonwealth Par-
liament; minor differences, especially in the in-
terpretation clause-clause 16-are necessary
because they are Acts of different Parliaments.

It is hoped that all State Parliaments will
pass this legislation in time for the Common-
wealth Parliament to pass its Australia Bill and
the Australia (Request and Consent) Bill during
its current session. In this event the United
Kingdom Government has agreed to set aside
time early in 1986 for the passage of its
Australia Act.

I turn now briefly to the provisions of the
proposed Australia Acts. A more detailed ex-
planatory memorandum will be circulated
which I will seek leave to have incorporated in
Hansard.
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Clause I will terminate all power that re-
mains in the United Kingdom Parliament to
make laws having effect as part of the law of
the Commonwealth, a State, or a Territory of
Australia.

Clause 2 will make important changes by re-
moving existing fetters and limitations on the
legislative powers of the Parliaments of the
Australian States which stem, by and large,
from their origins as English colonies. The re-
sidual powers of the United Kingdom Parlia-
ment to make laws for the peace, order, and
good government of a State will be expressly
vested in the Parliament of the State and any
existing uncertainty as to the capacity of State
Parliaments to make laws which have an extra-
territorial operation will be removed, but not
so as to confer any additional capacity to en-
gage in relations with countries outside
Australia.

Clause 3 provides that neither the Colonial
Laws Validity Act nor the common law doc-
trine of repugnancy will apply to State laws
made after the commencement of the Australia
Acts. An effect of these changes will be that, in
future, a State Parliament will have full legislat-
ive power to repeal or alter any United King-
dom law which presently applies in the State.

Clause 4 expressly repeals sections 735 and
736 of the Imperial Merchant Shipping Act
1894 in so far as they form part of the laws of a
State.

The changes in the legislative powers of the
State Parliament are, by clause 5, subject to the
Commonwealth Constitution and the
Commonweath Constitution Act and do not
enable State Parliaments to alter the Common-
wealth Constitution, the Commonwealth Con-
stitution Act, the Statute of Westminster, or the
Australia Acts.

Clause 6 preserves the entrenched provisions
of State Constitutions.

A major change to be effected by the
Australia Acts concerns State Governors. By
subelauses 7(l) and 7(2) the Governor, as Her
Majesty's representative, will be vested with all
of the Queen's powers and functions in respect
of the State except in relation to the appoint-
ment and dismissal of the Governor. Her Maj-
esty will, however, be able to exercise any of
these powers and functions when she is person-
ally present in the State by virtue of subeclause
7(4).

In the appointment and dismissal of State
Governors and in the exercise of her powers
and functions when she is personally present in

a State, subclause (5) provides that Her Maj-
esty will be directly advised by the Premier of
the State concerned. The Australia Acts thus
establish the constitutional role of the Premiers
in directly advising the Queen. Her Majesty has
already expressed her concurrence in this de-
velopment by which the role of the Crown will
be adjusted to suit the needs of the Australian
Federation. While Her Majesty will be able to
exercise any of her powers and functions nor-
mally performned by the Governor when she is
personally present in the State, all State
Premiers have expressly concurred in an under-
taking that Her Majesty will only be formally
advised to exercise those powers or functions
when in a State where there has been mutual
and prior agreement between the Queen and
the Premier. It is anticipated that this will be-
comie accepted as a convention governing the
circumstances in which the Queen will exercise
such powers.

The Governor of a State ini future will be able
to assent to all laws enacted by the Parliament
of a State. By clause 8 Her Majesty will not be
able to disallow an Act to which the Governor
has assented, nor shall any State Act be sus-
pended pending the signification of Her Maj-
esty's pleasure, and by clause 9, the Governor
will no longer be required to withhold assent
from certain types of Bills or to reserve any Bill
for the signification of Her Majesty's pleasure.

Clause 10 terminates the residual executive
powers of the United Kingdom Government
with respect to the States.

Clause I I will remove the remaining avenues
of appeal from Australian Courts to the Privy
Council, making the High Court of Australia
the final court of appeal for all Australian
courts. This will end the anomalous situation
in the area of legal precedent where a State
Supreme Court could find itself faced with two
binding, yet conflicting, authorities.

Clause 12 expressly repeals certain Pro-
visions of the Statute of Westminster made re-
dundant by the Australia Acts in so far as they
form pant of Australian law.

Clauses 13 and 14 will make necessary conse-
quential changes to the Constitutions of West-
ern Australia and Queensland. No other State
has equivalent provisions.

Clause 15 provides that the Australia Acts
themselves, and the Statute of Westminster in
its application to Australia, may be able to be
repealed or amended in the future, but only by
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an Act of the Commonwealth Parliament
passed at the request or with the concurrence of
the Parliaments of all the States.

Clauses 16 and 17 provide for matters of
interpretation, short title, and commencement.

New arrangements have also been agreed by
which State Governments will be able to use
the Imperial honours system if they wish. The
Australia Acts do not make provision for these
as they are strictly matters of Imperial, rather
than Australian, concern. In future,
recommendations for honours at the insti-
gation of State Governments will be tendered
by the Premier of the State direct to Her Maj-
esty and will no longer involve the provision of
advice from United Kingdom Ministers. Her
Majesty has agreed to this new arrangement
and the United Kingdom is Currently drafting
amendments to the Statutes and Warrants
governing the various honours to provide for
this change. The existing arrangements for the
Commonwealth Government to use the Im-
perial honours system will continue, and the
existing quota system will continue to apply to
State and Commonwealth awards.

Mr Speaker, implementation of these
changes will represent the completion of a
unique period of major significance which has
received the support of all Governments in
Australia, regardless of their political compo-
sition. It should be a matter of particular satis-
faction for Western Australians to note the sig-
nificant pant this State has played in the
resolution of this matter.

Mr Hassell: Hon. Ian Medcalf worked over a
long period on this.

Mr GRILL: We will see about that later on.

The essential elements agreed at the two
Premiers' Conferences in June 1982 and June
1984 were based on proposals originally put
forward by Western Australia. These proved, in
the end, to be the way through apparently in-
superable political and legal difficulties.

The changes to be effected by the Australia
Acts will, Mr Speaker, complete the process of
Australia's constitutional development
commenced at the beginning of this century. It
will eliminate those laws and procedures which
are anachronistic and substitute new arrange-
menits which reflect Australia's status as an in-
dependent and sovereign nation. It will ensure
the capacity of the States to exercise fully
powers appropriate to their position in our

Commonwealth, freed at last from the legal fet-
ters and limitations derived from their earlier
status as British colonies.

I commend this Bill to the House.

By leave of the House, the following material
was incorporated-

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

AUSTRALIA ACTS (REQUEST)
BILL 1985.

GENERAL OUTLINE.

I. The Australia Acts (Request) Bill
1985, in accordance with the agreed
procedure and to satisfy constitutional
requirements, will request and consent
to Commonwealth and United King-
dom legislation which will sever the
remaining constitutional links be-
tween Australia and the United King-
dom Parliament, Government and ju-
dicial system and which will substitute
new constitutional provisions and
procedural arrangements. All State
Parliaments must enact similar Acts.

2. The legislative package is part of an
agreement which has been reached fol-
lowing extensive consultations which
have taken place over the last few
years between the Commonwealth,
State and United Kingdom Govern-
ments and Her Majesty. The im-
plementation of this agreement will
bring the constitutional arrangements
affecting the States into conformity
with the status of Australia as a sover-
eign, independent and federal nation.

3. The legislation does not seek to make
any change in the constitutional
position of Her Majesty the Queen in
the government of each State and the
Commonwealth of Australia.

4. The key elements of the agreement
will be an Act of the Federal Parlia-
mient and an Act of the United King-
dom Parliament, each to be known as
the Australia Act, which will be ident-
ical in all material respects. The two
Australia Acts will be proclaimed to
come into operation simultaneously.
This unique legislative means has
made it possible to resolve the legal
and political difficulties inherent in
this historic step.
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AUSTRALIA ACTS (REQUEST) BILL 1985.

NOTES ON CLAUSES.
Preamble
5. The preamble refers to the agreement

reached at the Premiers' Conferences
in 1982 and 1984 to take measures to
bring constitutional arrangements af-
fecting the Commonwealth and States
into conformity with the status of the
Commonwealth of Australia as a sov-
ereign, independent and federal
nation.

6. The preamble recites that it has been
agreed that, in pursuance of section
51(xxxviii) of the Constitution, the
Parliament of the Commonwealth, at
the request of the Parliaments of all
the States, should enact an Act in the
terms of the First Schedule of the Bill.
Section 51 (xxxviii) of the Consti-
tution confers power on the Common-
wealth Parliament to make Jaws with
respect to

"(t)he exercise within the Com-
monwealth, at the request or with
the concurrence of the Parlia-
ments of all the States directly
concerned, of any power which

,can at the establishment of this
Constitution be exercised only by
the Parliament of the United
Kingdom or by the Federal Coun-
cil of Australasia."

7. The preamble then provides that it
has been agreed that each State should
request and consent to the United
Kingdom Parliament enacting an Act
in the terms of the Schedule to the Act
contained in the Second Schedule.

8. Finally the preamble recites that it has
been agreed that the Commonwealth
Parliament, with the concurrence of
all the States, should enact an Act
requesting and consenting to the en-
actment by the' United Kingdom Par-
liament of an Act in the terms of the
Second Schedule.

Clause 1: Short Title
9. When enacted the Bill will be cited as

the Australia Acts (Request) Act 1985.
Clause 2: Commencement
I0. The Act will come into operation on

the day on which it receives the Royal
Assent. It is proposed that this Act will
come into operation prior to the intro-

duction of the Australia Bill and the
Australia (Request and Consent) Bill
into the Commonwealth Parliament.

Clause 3: Request for Commonwealth
Legislation
11. This clause declares that the State Par-

liament requests the enactment by the
Commonwealth Parliament of an Act
in the terms set out in the First Sched-
ule. The request of the State Parlia-
ment is pursuant to Section
51(xxxviii) of the Commonwealth
Constitution.

Clause 4: Request and Consent to United
Kingdom Legislation
12. This clause declares that the Parlia-

ment and Government of the State re-
quest and consent to the enactment by
the United Kingdom Parliament of an
Act in the terms set out in the Sched-
ule to the Act contained in the Second
Schedule. The request and consent of
the Parliament and Government of
the State is in accordance with
constitutional convention.

Clause 5: Request and Consent to Com-
monwealth Legislation
1 3. This clause declares that the Parlia-

ment and Government of the State re-
quest and consent to the enactment by
the Commonwealth Parliament of an
Act in the terms set out in the Second
Schedule which requests and consents
to the United Kingdom Parliament
enacting its Australia Act. The request
and consent of the Commonwealth
Parliament is required by section 4 of
the Statute of Westminster.

First Schedule
14. This Schedule sets out the terms of the

proposed Australia Act 1986 to be
enacted by the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment. The terms of this proposed Act
are dealt with below.

Second Schedule
15. This Schedule sets out the terms of the

proposed Australia (Request and Con-
sent) Act 1985 to be enacted by the
Commonwealth Parliament. The
Schedule to that proposed Act sets out

the terms of the proposed Australia
Act 1986 to be enacted by the United
Kingdom Parliament. The terms of
these proposed Commonwealth and
United Kingdom Acts are dealt with
below.
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AUSTRALIA BILLS 1986 OF THE COM-
MONWEALTH AND UNITED

KINGDOM PARLIAMENTS
NOTES ON CLAUSES

Preamble
16. The preamble recites the agreement

between the Prime Minister and the
Premiers' Conferences in 1982 and
1984 to take the measures for which
the legislation provides.

Clause 1: Termination of power of United
Kingdom Parliament to legislate for
Australia
17. Clause I is designed to terminate the

power of the United Kingdom Parlia-
ment to enact legislation having effect
as part of Australian law, whether as
law of the Commonwealth, of a State
or of a Territory. It thereby achieves
complete legislative independence of
Australia from the United Kingdom.

Clause 2: Legislative powers of Parlia-
ments of States
18. Clause 2, which must be read subject

to clauses 5 and 6 mentioned below,
declares and enacts in sub-clause (1)
that each State Parliament has full
power to legislate extra-territorially
provided that the laws are for the
peace, order and good government of
the State. Sub-clause 2 (1) corresponds
to section 3 of the Statute of
Westminster which provides that the
Commonwealth Parliament has full
power to make laws having extra-terri-
torial operation.

19. Sub-clause (2) will remove any other
limitations that might exist by reason
of the former colonial status of the
States on their otherwise plenary legis-
lative powers. Because of the views of
certain authors and since the Privy
Council decisions of Nadan -v- The
King[ 19261 A.C. 482 and British Coal
Corporation -v- The King [ 1935] A.C.
500 it has been arguable that the grant
of power to State Parliaments to make
laws for peace, order and good govern-
ment was subject to implied limi-
tations, and in particular did not em-
power a State Parliament to legislate
to affect the exercise by the Crown in
the United Kingdom of the Crown's
legislative, executive or judicial
powers in respect of the State. It was
thought desirable to include subclause
2 (2) to ensure that this view would no

longer be tenable in relation to the
State Parliaments. Subclause 2 (2) will
not confer upon any State any ca-
pacity that the State did not have
immediately before the commence-
ment of the Australia Acts to engage in
relations with countries outside
Australia. Thus the States are not by
this subclause given additional power
to establish diplomatic relations with
other countries.

Clause 3: Termination of restrictions on
legislative powers of Parliaments of States
20. Clause 3 is modelled on section 2 of

the Statute of Westminster which
applies to Commonwealth legislation.
Subclause 3 (1) will remove the fetters
imposed upon the States by the Im-
perial Colonial Laws Validity Act
1865. State Parliaments will thereby
be freed from section 2 of that Act
which prevented States from
legislating inconsistently with United
Kingdom Acts extending to the State.
This provision however, is prospective
and will not validate any past State
legislation already void for repug-
nancy. Section 5 of the Colonial Laws
Validity Act 1865 which entrenches
manner and form provisions will be
replaced by section 6 of the Australia
Acts.

21. Subclause 3 (2), which will operate
subject to clauses 5 and 6, will exclude
the common law repugnancy doctrine
and make it clear that State Parlia-
ments will be able to enact legislation
repugnant to the laws of England or to
existing or future United Kingdom
Acts, and that those Acts may be
repealed or amended by a State Parlia-
ment in so far as they form part of the
law of the State.

Clause 4: Powers of State Parliaments in
relation to Merchant Shipping
22. Clause 4 expressly repeals section 735

and 736 of the Imperial Merchant
Shipping Act 1894 in so far as they
form part of the laws of a State. This
clause makes it unnecessary for the
States to enact special legislation, pur-
suant to subsection 2 (2) and section 3
of the Australia Acts, to free them-
selves from the restrictions imposed
by sections 735 and 736 of the Mer-
chant Shipping Act, under which cer-
tain State laws on merchant shipping
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require the confirmation of the Queen
acting on the advice of United King-
dom Ministers, or must be reserved
for the signification of the Queen's
pleasure. Clause 4 corresponds to sec-
tion 5 of the Statute of Westminster
1931 in relation to Commonwealth
Acts.

Clause 5: Preservation of Commonwealth
Constitution, Commonwealth of Australia
Constitution Act and the Statute of
Westminster 1931

23. Clause 5 qualifies clause 2 and
subclause 3(2) by making the grant or
declaration of State legislative power
contained therein subject to the Com-
monwealth of Australia Constitution
Act and the Commonwealth Consti-
tution. Clause 5 goes on to provide
that those clauses do not operate so as
to give effect to any provision of a
State Act which would repeal, amend
or be repugnant to the Australia Acts,
the Commonwealth of Australia Con-
stitution Act, the Commonwealth
Constitution or the Statute of
Westminster, as amended and in force
from time to time.

Clause 6: Manner and form of making cer-
tain State laws

24. Clause 6 preserves the entrenched pro-
visions of State Constitutions by pro-
viding that a law of a State respecting
the constitution, powers or procedure
of the Parliament of that State shall be
of no force or effect unless made in the
manner and form, if any, required by
a law made by that Parliament,
whether before or after the com-
mencement of the Australia Acts. This
provision is included because of the
repeal of the Colonial Laws Validity
Act (section 5) by the Australia Acts.

Clause 7: Powers and functions, of the
Queen and Governors in respect of States

25. Clause 7 deals with the powers and
functions of Her Majesty and the
Governor in respect of the States. By
subclause (2), and subject to later
subsections, the Governor of a State,
as Her Majesty's representative, is
invested with all of Her Majesty's
powers and functions in respect of the
State and in future the Governor, not

Her Majesty, will exercise those
powers. The word "only" was in-
cluded in subclause (2) after informal
consideration of the Bills by Her Maj-
esty to avoid the possibility of Her
Majesty being advised to override a
decision reached by a Governor, or of
Her Majesty being advised to act in a
matter which has not been placed be-
fore the Governor. Subclause 7(2) is
dealing with the vesting of Her Maj-
esty's powers and functions in State
Governors instead of Her Majesty. It
is not in any way intended to preclude
delegation by the Governor in accord-
ance with the Letters Patent or laws of
the State, nor to preclude legislation
by a State Parliament affecting the fu-
ture exercise of any such power or
function.

26. By subclause (3) Her Majesty will con-
tinue to appoint and to terminate the
appointment of the Governor of a
State. By subclause (4), when Her
Majesty is present in a State, she may
exercise any of her powers and func-
tions normally exercised by the
Governor.

27. Subclause (5) provides for the Premier
to advise Her Majesty in relation to
the exercise of the powers and func-
tions of Her Majesty in respect of the
State. Her Majesty has formally
indicated her concurrence in this
major constitutional development,
which is unique. The phrase "The ad-
vice'" precludes formal advice from
any other source and will, inter alia,
preclude conflicting formal advice
from United Kingdom or Common-
wealth Ministers, or from Premiers of
other States.

28. With respect to subclauses (4) and (5),
as stated earlier all Premiers have for-
mally agreed that the exercise by Her
Majesty of such powers and functions
will only occur where there has been
mutual and prior agreement between
the respective Premier and Her Maj-
esty.

29. Clause 7 has no operation with respect
to Imperial honours which are not
strictly State matters.
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Clause 8: State laws not subject to disal-
lowance or suspension of operation

30. Clauses 8 and 9 are designed to put an
end to the mechanisms dating from
colonial days whereby supervision of
the legislation enacted by State Parlia-
ments was achieved.

31. Clause 8 will put an end to existing
powers of the Queen to disallow a
State Act to which the Governor has
assented (see, for example, thie
Australian Constitutions Acts of 1842
and 1850) and will prevent any .
quirement for the operation of Z ,,m
laws to be suspended pending signifi-
cation of the Queen's pleasure (see, fcr
example, Clause VII of the current in-
structions to the Western AustrIdia!n
Governor).

Clause 9: State laws not subject to with.
holding of assent or reservation
32. Clause 9 is aimed at discontinuing the

role of Her Majesty in assenting to
Bills of State Parliaments. Subclause
9(l) Provides that any law or instru-
ments requiring a Governor to with-
hold assent from any Bill passed by -i
State Parliament in accordance With
any applicable manner and form re-
quirement, is to be of no effect (see,
for example, Clause VII of the current
Instructions to the Western Australian
Governor).

33. Subclause 9(2) will preclude the oper-
ation of any law or instrument which
requires the reservation of any State
Bill for the signification of Her Maj-
esty's pleasure (see, for example, sec-
tion I of the Australian States' Consti-
tution Act, 1907).

Clause 10: Termination of responsibility of
United Kingdom Government in relation
to State matters
34. Clause I0 corresponds to sections in

various U.K. Independence Acts and
provides that, after the commence-
ment of the Acts, the United Kingdom
Government is to have no responsi-
bility for ie government of any State.

Clause 11: Trnmiration of appeals to the
Privy Council
35. Clause I i vnhli terminate appeals to

the Prixy Council from Australian
Courts (cefinied in Clause 16(l)).

(Appeals to the Privy Council from
ine High Court and all other federal
'o-srts, and from Territory courts have
aiready been abolished by Common-
wealth legislation subject only to sec-
iion 74 of the Constitution, which no
itger has any practical operation:

Kirmani -v- Captain Cook Cruises Ply.
Lid (No. 2); Ex parle Attorney General
of Queensland (1984) 58 A.L.R. l08.)
However, sub-clause 11(4) provides
that where an appeal has been
instituted or special leave to appeal
granted before the commencement of
the Australia Acts, such appeals may
proceed.

Clause 12: Amendment of Statute of
Westminster

36. Clause 12, which supplements clause
1, expressly repeals section 4,
subsections 9(2) and (3), and
subsection 10(2) of the Statute of
Westminster in so far as they form
part of Australian law. Section 4 of the
Statute of Westminster provides that
no United Kingdom Act passed after
the commencement of the statute shall
extend, or be deemed to extend, to a
Dominion as a pant of the law of that
Dominion, unless it is expressly
declared in that Act that that Do-
minion has requested, and consented
to, the enactment thereof. Subsection
9(3) provides that, in the case of
Australia, the request and consent
shall be the request and consent of the
Parliament and Government of the
Commonwealth. Subsection 9(2) of
the Statute of Westminster preserves
the State's power to request the
United Kingdom Parliament to legis-
late for the State in respect of certain
matters within the authority of the
State and not within the authority of
the Parliament or Government of the
Commonwealth. Section 4 and
subsection 9(2) will be superseded by
section I of the Australia Acts which
will abolish completely any power of
the United Kingdom Parliament to
legislate for Australia (see above).
Since subsection 10(2) provides that a
Dominion Parliament may at any
time revoke the adoption (inter alia)
of section 4, this provision will be-
come surplusage upon the repeal of
section 4.
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Clauses 13 and 14: Amendment of the
Constitution Acts of Queensland and
Western Australia
37. Clauses 13 and 14 contain provisions

amending closely corresponding pro-
visions of the Queensland and West-
ern Australian Constitutions. The
other States do not have equivalent
provisions. These changes are conse-
quential upon the termination of the
powers and responsibilities of the
United Kingdom Government in re-
spect of the States and other changes
effected by the Australia Acts.

38, Subclauses 14(2) and (3) remove the
references in sections 50 and 51 of the
W.A. Constitution to the "Signet"
seal, the Great Seal of the United
Kingdom, and Secretaries of State in
the United Kingdom, as well as re-
moving the provisions in section 50(3)
which reflect the terms of the present
Letters Patent dealing with the Ad-
ministrator and Deputy Governor, as
there are to be new Letters Patent.
Subclause 14(3) will remove the refer-
ence to instructions from Her Majesty
to the Governor in section 51(1) as
this would be inconsistent with clause
7(2) of the Australia Bills.

Clause 15: Method of repeal or amend-
ment of the Australia Act 1986 or the Stat-
ute of Westminster
39. Clause I5 is designed to secure the

Australia Acts and the Statute of
Westminster as it operates in
Australia, against any amendment or
repeal which does not have support
throughout Australia- A unique
system has been devised by which
such amendment Or repeal may only
be made if all State Parliaments and
the Commonwealth Parliament agree.

40. Subelause (3) leaves open the possi-
bility that a future amendment to the
Commonwealth Constitution using
the section 128 referendum procedure
might give the Commonwealth Parlia-
ment power to effect some alteration
to the Australia Acts or the Statute of
Westminster.

Clauses 16 and 17: Interpretation, Short
Title and Commencement
41. Clauses 16 and 17 will provide for

matters of interpretation, short title
and commencement. There are minor
differences in clause 16 between the

United Kingdom and Commonwealth
Australia Acts because they will be
Acts of different Parliaments. For
example, the Statute of Westminster
does not need defining in the United
Kingdom Act. The Commonwealth
Australia Bill bears the date '1986'
since it is proposed that it should com-
mence operation at the same time as
the United Kingdom Australia Act.

AUSTRALIA (REQUEST AND CONSENT)
BILL 1985

NOTES ON CLAUSES
Preamble
42. This preamble recites the agreement

between the Prime Minister and the
Premiers at the Premiers' Conferences
in 1982 and 1984 to take the measures
for which the legislation provides.

Clause 1: Short title
43. When enacted the Bill will be cited as

the Australia (Request and Consent)
Act 1985.

Clause 2: Commencement
44. The Act will come into operation on

the date on which it receives the Royal
Assent. However, the proposed
Australia Act 1986 of the United
Kingdom Parliament, in the terms set
out in the Schedule to the Australia
(Request and Consent) Bill, will come
into operation at a time appointed by
the appropriate Secretary of State of
the United Kingdom. It is intended
that this time should be the same as
that for the commencement of the
Australia Act 1986 of the Common-
wealth Parliament.

Clause 3: Request and Consent to United
Kingdom legislation
45. This clause declares that the Parlia-

ment and Government of the Com-
monwealth, with the concurrence of
all the States, request and consent to
the enactment by the Parliament of
the United Kingdom of an Act in the
terms set out in the Schedule. The re-
quest and consent of the Parliament
and Government of the Comm on-
wealth is required by section 4 of the
Statute of Westminster 193 1.

The Schedule
46. This Schedule sets out the terms of the

proposed Australia Act 1986 to be
enacted by the United Kingdom Par-
liament. The terms of this Australia

033)
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Bill 1986 have been dealt with in com-
bination with the terms of the
Australia Bill 1986 of the Common-
wealth Parliament, above, as they-are
in substantially identical terms.

Debate adjourned, an motion by Mr
Mensaros.

CONSTRUCTION INDUSTRY PORTABLE
PAID LONG SERVICE LEAVE DILL

Second Reading
MR PEARCE (Armadale-Minister for

Education) [2.36 p.m.]: On behalf of the Minis-
ter for Minerals and Energy, I move-

That the Hill be now read a second time.
This Government believes that harmonious
and good industrial relations are essential to
the development of Western Australia and to a
rising standard of living for all citizens.

Industrial relations are about people and
how they relate to each other in their
workplace. An effective industrial relations
system should reflect the views of those parties
involved in the day-to-day management of hu-
man resources. It should foster consultation
and cooperation, not conflict and confron-
tation.

This Government recognises that business,
both big and small, and unions and individuals
are equally important in the process of achiev-
ing a balance in the social and industrial pro-
cess. Progressive and stable government re-
quires that they be treated as such.

This Government recognises the positive
contribution consultative processes play in in-
dustrial relations and welcomes the partici-
pation of employers and unions as a sign of
their goodwill and their commitment to the
process.

The establishment in December 1983 of the
Tripartite Consultative Council is consistent
with this recognition and is central to the
Government's industrial relations policy. Jt
provides a forum through which unions and
employers, together with Government, may
consult and discuss matters which can lead to
improvement in industrial relations in Western
Australia.

Positive examples of how tripartite consul-
tation through the council has led to legislation
being presented to this Parliament are-

occupational health, safety and welfare;
workers' compensation; and
the Industrial Relations Act.

In each of these areas, tripartite consultation
has sought to achieve workable solutions
within the constraints of industrial reality. In
areas where differences remained, Government
and therefore Parliament has then made the
decision.

The Bill now before Parliament, The Con-
struction Industry Portable Paid Long Service
Leave Bill 1985 has also proceeded through the
tripartite consultation process.

On 27 February, 1984, Cabinet approved the
establishment of a scheme of portability of long
service leave entitlements within the building
and construction industry in WA. That ap-
proval was one in principle and contained a
direction that the operation of the scheme be
the subject of tripartite consultation.

The Tripartite Consultative Council
subsequently resolved to form a subcommittee
composed of representatives of the union and
the employer organisations in the construction
industry to carry out this task. The
subcommittee representation consisted of the
Confederation of Western Australian Industry,
Master Builders Association, Australian Feder-
ation of Construction and Contractors, and the
range of unions involved in the construction
industry.

Arrangements Were made for deputy mem-
bers to attend the subcommittee meetings to
ensure continuity of representation was
maintained. The subcommittee was chaired
and serviced by the Office of Industrial Re-
lations.

On 20 September 1984 the results of the
subcommittee deliberations were reported to
the council, in the form of a proposed draft Bill
which represented the collective views and
substantial consensus of the subcommittee on
how the scheme should operate.

It should be noted at this stage that the broad
agreement reached throughout the entire pro-
cess of producing this Bill is in relation to the
operation and implementation of the scheme
only. I commend the parties and place on
record my appreciation of the spirit in which
those parties participated in the discussions
leading up to the production of this Bill. The
consensus reached is a measure of the goodwill
and high level of competence which exists in
industrial relations, in both employer and
union organisations.

While on the employer side there is not total
agreement in principle that there should be
such a scheme; however, there is an
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acknowledgement that the Government in-
tends to move in this direction and employer
representatives participated by supplying the
highest level of expertise to assist in the
hammering-out of the details which could im-
plement the Government's decision.

Cabinet received the Tripartite Council's re-
Ront and approved the preparation of legis-
lation along the lines of the report. In the spirit
of consensus and conciliation Cabinet also ap-
proved the continued involvement and partici-
pation of industry and union representatives in
that drafting process. This process has now
been completed. The Tripartite Council
received the draft Bill which was then num-
bered draft No. 3, and in accordance with its
charter resolved in the following terms-

Draft No. 3 dated 28 June 1983 of the
Construction Industry Portable Paid Long
Service Leave Act 1985 be recommended
to Government in the following terms-

(I) The attached Parliamentary Counsel's
draft No. 3 represents consen-
sus-except in the areas referred to
below-between the parties on how
the scheme should operate, but not
agreement in principle to a scheme by
every party in the industry.

There is no consensus in the following
areas-

inclusion of contractors in section
3(5);
retrospective application on in-
troduction of the scheme schedule
I1(b) and I1(c); and

level of penalties sections 23,
29(l), 29(2), 31(2), 31(7), 33(3),
39(4), 46(2), 53, 54, 55(l), and 56.

(2) The attitude of the parties to the areas
where no consensus exists be recorded
and conveyed to Government, those
attitudes being-

Inclusion of contractors-

employers-oppose inclusion

unions-support inclusion

Retrospective application on intro-
duction of the scheme-two years'
bonus credits-

employers-oppose

unions-support

Level of penalties-
employers-level is generally too

high, but do not oppose pen-
alties to the level which cur-
rently exists in the Industrial
Relations Act.

unions-level proposed is appro-
priate.

(3) A small number
changes without
the Bill on which
is approved, to
John Carrigg of
trial Relations.

of issues as drafting
changes of intent of
continued discussion
be coordinated by

the Office of Indus-

(4) The Master Builders Association's at-
titude is recorded by the council as set
out in this resolution.

The Bill before Parliament therefore. reflects
the substantial consensus of the parties
involved in the industrial relations arena in
Western Australia as to how a scheme of port-
ability of long service leave in the construction
industry should operate.

In referring to the major thrust of the Bill I
will detail the parties' attitudes to the areas on
which no consensus could be reached and ad-
vise the Parliament of the reasons for Govern-
ment deciding in a particulr way in respect of
those issues.

Before proceeding to refer to the main fea-
tures of the Bill, it is appropriate to outline the
history of this matter prior to the recent devel-
opments involving the Tripartite Consultative
Council.

With the exception of Queensland, there
exists in all of the States and in the Australian
Capital Territory, schemes whereby long ser-
vice leave entitlements in the construction in-
dustry are portable. In each case the schemes
are established by legislation and generally
have a commonality in the way in which they
operate. The schemes have been in existence in
some cases for 10 years or more. Tasmania is
leading in this regard with legislation dating
from the early 1970s. The latest scheme to be
introduced, as recently as 1981 in fact, is in the
Australian Capital Territory.

In considering the need for a scheme of port-
ability of long service leave for employees in
the construction industry, it is important to
note that portability for long service leave is a
feature of the terms and conditions of employ-
ment of a number of groups in Western
Australia and nationally.
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In Government, there are arrangements for
portability service when an employee moves
from one Government employer or instrumen-
tality to another, or from one Government to
another.

Including Commonwealth Government em-
ployees, the total number of workers in West-
em Australia covered by reciprocity is
conservatively estimated to be between
130 000 and 140 000.

The coal industry in Western Australia is
another industry where portability of long ser-
vice leave exists. Members would know that
there are three companies producing coal in
Western Australia and there are arrangements
which provide for the transmission of
entitlements where an employee moves from
one company to another.

A very important pant of the Govemnmeni
sector in Western Australia, and the employer
of a large number of employees is local govern-
ment. Members will recall that in 1976 an Op-
position Bill to amend the Local Government
Act to include provisions to establish portable
long service leave arrangements for employees
of local government was defeated in this Parlia-
ment. However, those arrangements were con-
sidered by the then Government to be appro-
priate to foster the career aspect of local
governm'ent, so employees could better serve
thsit sector of government.

Portable long service leave conditions
!ht I';2rn ut local government in Western
,Aa.;idi~a were provided for by an amendment

ilt- Local Government Act in 1977.
T he nature of employment on the waterfront
~:milar as far as its intermittency is con-
4evd to that in the construction industry; that

:b, -whether work is available depends entirely
on factors outside the control of those in the
industry.

It is a feature of the terms and conditions of
employment of these groups that entitlements
enjoyed by Australian workers are organised on
the pooling basis. The employers contribute a
special levy, and when the employee accumu-
lates sufficient credit for those entitlements it
becomes due. This of course applies with re-
spect to long service leave.

Seagoing personnel are covered by a national
arrangement. Earlier attempts have been made
to introduce a scheme in Western Australia. In
1977 Government set up, under the chairman-
ship of the Department of Labour and Indus-
try, a committee to examine the need for a long
service leave payment scheme for workers in

the building industry. The committee was tri-
partite in nature comprising representatives
from the Master Builders Association, Trades
and Labor Council, Confederation of Western
Australian Industry, and the Government.

The committee produced a draft proposal for
an Act concerning long service leave payments
in the building and construction industry. in
facilitating the discussion at that time, the
Government made it clear that it did not have
a commitment to introduce a scheme. How-
ever, Government provided a means by which
the parties could confer. It was not possible
however, to get agreement that a
recommendation be made to proceed with
legislation.

In proposing to Parliament that employees in
the construction industry be enabled to partici-
pate in entitlements enjoyed by employees in
other industries, Government is not advocating
any change to standards which currently apply.

Indeed employees in the construction indus-
try are already entitled to long service leave by
virtue of either their award or the Long Service
Leave Act. However, the nature of the industry
is such that they are effectively denied the op-
portunity of enjoying that entitlement.

Similar circumstances have been addressed
and remedied in Government, local govern-
ment, the coal industry, and the waterfront.

It is not that the Government proposal is
imposing an additional entitlement or ad-
ditional cost on the industry; the entitlement
already exists. The Government is proposing
that consistent with the construction industry
in most other parts of Australia, Western
Australia make arrangements whereby these
employees can enjoy the entitlement which has
been granted them. Because of the nature of the
proposal and the nature of the way work is
carried out in the industry, involving
subcontract arrangements to a large extent, it is
difficult to provide an accurate estimate of the
number of employees who would be involved.

However, after consultation with industry
representatives, it is estimated that
approximately 9 000 employees could be
registered in the scheme proposed.

While the amount of dollars which will be
collected from employers can be estimated on
the basis of the expected participation in the
scheme, it is the Government's view that this is
not an additional cost to industry.

The scheme is not imposing a new
entitlement and I would expect that the normal
costing arrangements which exist in the con-
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struction industry would contain an element
for employee entitlements not paid on a weekly
basis-those entitlements being public hol-
idays, sick leave, annual leave and, of course,
long service leave.

Under the existing long service leave pro-
visions, employees in the construction industry
are required to have 15 years' continuous ser-
vice with one employer, to be eligible for long
service leave in full, and 10 years for a pro rata
entitlement.

This industry is characterised by the short-
term nature of employment contracts. This is
an industry in which the mobility of labour is
such that most employees are unlikely to be-
come eligible for long service leave. Employers
in the industry are able to receive service from
their employees as do employers in other in-
dustries yet without in most cases having to
pay long service leave.

In the absence of any portable arrangements
current long service leave provisions in the
construction industry are clearly inconsistent
with the principles of justice and equity central
to this Government's philosophy. This anomal-
ous situation has been recognised and corrected
in all of the other States and the ACT-with
the exception of Queensland.

This legislation will provide a fair system of
long service leave in the construction industry
in Western Austral ia.

To run the scheme a seven-member board
will be appointed consisting of three employer
representatives selected by the Minister from a
panel of six names, three of which names will
be submitted by the. Master Builders Associ-
ation of Western Australia and three by the
Confederation of Western Australian Industr.

Three employee representatives shall also be
appointed by the Minister from a panel of six
names, three being submitted by the Trades
and Labor Council of Western Australia and
three by the Building Trades Association of
Unions of WA. The choice of the chairman
rests with the Minister. The board will be
required to report to the Minister on its activi-
ties including its financial and investment
responsibilities.

The board will be empowered to invest its
income subject to the usual accountability re-
quirements. The Auditor General is charged
under the Act with the responsibility for in-
spection and auditing of the board's accounts,
and to draw the Minister's attention to appro-
priate matters.

The entitlements to long service leave set out
in the Bill for employees in the construct ion
industry mirror those in industry in Western
Australia generally. It is intended that they
should be no better or no worse than the gen-
eral standard. This, however, has to be modi-
fled in terms of the portable nature of the
scheme.

The basis of earning credits towards a long
service leave entitlement will be on a days-of-
service arrangement. Employers will be
required to submit returns signifying what em-
ployees they have and for how long they have
worked with them over the return period,
which will be set out in the regulations. The
entitlement for the employee will be based on
220 days of service equating one year. The
standard 1 5 years' service attracting 13 weeks
long service leave will be a full entitlement.
This arrangement reflects that which obtains
generally in the other States. Proposals for set-
ting up the scheme have been drawn largely on
the experience elsewhere and in particular on
experience in the Australian Capital Territory.

The Act provides for registers to be
maintained by the board, one for registered
employees, one for registered employers. Those
registers will be for the purpose of maintaining
the records of entitlements of employees and
liabilities for contribution of employers.

Employers will be required to submit returns
to the board, those returns to be accompanied
by the levy which will be based on the ordinary
rate of pay, that is the rate of pay the employee
received for ordinary hours of work. The level
of the contribution will be set by regulation by
the board on advice from the actuary. The ex-
perience in other States indicates that a levy of
around 21/ per cent to 31/ per cent is necessary
at the outset of the scheme. That levy can be
reduced, based on Eastern States experience, as
the scheme progresses.

The Act contains provisions relating to diffi-
culties which may be experienced by employers
in the event of partnership dissolutions, bank-
ruptcy, and si mi lar c ircumstances.

The Act contains provisions for the engage-
ment of staff including a chief executive officer
who has statutory obligations in terms of mak-
ing assessments in the event of' the absence of
accurate information as to an employer's liab-
ility.

The board is empowered also to appoint in-
spectors for the purpose of obtaining infor-
mation required for its activities. The officers
of the board have authority under the Act to
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access books and, subject to board approval, to
institute proceedings for offences against the
Act.

An appeal arrangement has been provided in
the Act whereby matters concerning individ-
uals' entitlement for registration, the level of
ordinary pay and the payment of the long ser-
vice leave can be determined by the special
board of reference constituted under the Indus-
trial Relations Act to deal with ]long service
leave matters at large. This represents sensible
use of existing expertise in the industrial re-
lations system and simplifies appeal pro-
cedures.

The provisions of the Act are to apply to
employees registering and their registered
employers to the exclusion of long service leave
entitlements obtaining from the Industrial Re-
lations Commission's long service leave general
order and the Long Service Leave Act. The Act
is the means by which one receives the long
service leave benefit.

The bulk of the administrative arrangements
necessary for the functions of the scheme will
be provided in regulations to be made by the
Governor on behalf of the board. This is seen
as being important particularly in its initial
stages as the scheme may need some fine
tuning.

It is considered that there are sufficient legis-
lative and statutory constraints and
enablements in the Bill to allow it to work
effectively independent of Government but
nonetheless to be subject to scrutiny by the
involvement of the Auditor General and the
statutory obligation to report and advise mat-
ters to the Minister. The board also has an
obligation to seek frequent actuarial assessment
of its activities.

The Bill is presented to the House as one
which has emerged from the consensus ap-
proach this Government takes on all industrial
relations matters with the full utilization of the
Tripartite Council.

I detail those operational matters which the
Government has decided-

Inclusion of contractors: union represen-
tatives sought to have contractors included
in the scheme, employer representatives
opposed inclusion. Government has de-
cided that contractors will not be included
in the scheme.

Contractors are included in some of the
schemes in the other States but that in-
clusion is either on a voluntary basis or
alternatively contributions to the scheme
by contractors are voluntary in nature.

Retrospective application on the intro-
duction of the scheme:

The unions sought the application of
two years bonus credits for employees
registering within the first three months of
the scheme. In addition, the unions sought
the recognition of service with an existing
employer where the registration is effected
after the first three months of the scheme.
With respect to this second matter there is
agreement that those employees who
register within the first three months of the
scheme will have service with their em-
ployer recognised.

As Government originally decided that
there should be a scheme in February
1984, and having regard for the history of
the matter, the Government decision is to
allow for the retrospective application of
the scheme by way of bonus credits of two
years for employees registering within the
first three months, and for recognition of
service with the current employer for those
employed employees registering after the
first three months of the scheme.

Level of penalties originally proposed in
the Bill were opposed by employers:

While it is not possible to reflect exactly
the level of penalties in the Industrial Re-
lations Act in this Bill, because of the dif-
ferent nature of this Bill the penalties have
been adjusted in an effort to propose a
level which employers may find accept-
able.

In respect of the penalty on an employee
dismissed for misconduct, employers have
expressed the view that the penalty should
be the loss of all entitlements. Government
has decided that in such a circumstance
the employee should lose only the
entitlements credited with the employer at
the time during the particular contribution
period, which will be a maximum of two
months or eight weeks.

The provisions of this Bill seek to make ar-
rangements whereby employees in the con-
struction industry in Western Australia can ac-
tually enjoy an entitlement which is already
prescribed but, because of the intermittent
nature of employment in the industry, is rarely
enjoyed.
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The Bill reflects the central belief of this
Government that each party involved has a
contribution to make in the area of industrial
relations.

I commend this Bill to the House.
Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr

MacKinnon (Deputy Leader of the Oppo-
sition).

CRIMINAL INJURIES COMPENSATION
BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 29 August.
MR MENSAROS (Floreat) [2.59 p.m.]: One

would imagine that the subject matter of this
legislation was virtually the least politically
loaded of any matter which has come to this
Parliament. However, this is the second time in
the comparatively short period of three years
that a completely new Bill on the same subject,
not an amending Bill, has been introduced into
this Parliament. The two Bills were introduced
by Governments of different colours.

From a fairly substantial, if not exhaustive,
examination of the legislative history of crimi-
nal injuries compensation, it appears to me
that one of the greatest reasons for the legis-
lation being completely rewritten instead of
amended based on experience drawn from the
implementation of the existing provisions is
that the Attorney General wanted to "get even"
politically with his opponents by drafting into
legislation those ideas which he advocated
when speaking from the Opposition bench on
the last Bill which passed Parliament about this
time three years ago, in 1 982.

In any event the Government has not given
good reasons for the necessity to completely
rewrite the Bill. This of course also makes it
somewhat more difficult to properly assess the
changes than would be the case if we had an
amending Hill before us.

Let us consider the history of the legislation
on this subject. I will trace for members how
the legislation of this Parliament has embraced
the subject of compensation for victims of in-
juries arising from criminal actions. The pre-
1982 situation was more or less an
experimental period because it was based on
much more formal proceedings with formal
evidence and proof being required. It was more
cumbersome to the injured person because he
had to appear frequently to give evidence at
various stages and it was a fairly costly pro-

cedure. Even though it was not compulsory, it
was almost necessary to have legal represen-
tation.

Based on these experiences and very con-
siderable study by and consultation with, vari-
ous groups, the previous Attorney General,
Hon. Ian Medcalf, introduced a new Bill
towards the end of 1982. The 1982 Hill
contained many improvements and was aimed
at securing quick and efficient action in these
cases. This was achieved by introducing the
provision that the award of compensation was
brought down by an assessor and not by a court
or judge. The proceedings were more or less
informal and were not required to be held in
court. The claim was paid directly from the
Consolidated Revenue Fund and in certain
cases the Consolidated Revenue Fund
recouped the money from the offender who
had caused the injury.

The 1982 Bill also eliminated further anxiety
for the claimant, the victim, because in cases
where it would have been highly embarrassing
or perhaps even to the disadvantage of the
claimant, it was not necessary for him or her to
make so many appearances before either the
court or the assessor.

To achieve this aim the awarding of costs
was also deleted. It was made possible for
claims to proceed against not only the
convicted offender but also anyone who was
charged with the offence but not convicted, and
even a person who had not been charged.
These two provisions, firstly, to allow com-
pensation against and recoupment from a non-
convicted offender or causer of the injury, and,
secondly, that there should not be any award of
costs were very vigorously opposed by Hon.
Joe Berinson at the time. As this occurred dur-
ing the last Parliament and not during this Par-
liament, I would like to precis some of his com-
ments which are quite interesting from the
point of view both of my argument and the
explanation of this current legislation. He said
at the time that under clause 22(2) of the Hill,
". .. an order for payment can be made against

a person who has been charged and acquitted."
He also said that, "Pursuant to clause 22(3) an
order for payment can be made against a per-
son who has not been charged at all." Accord-
ing to Mr Berinson this seemed to be, "highly
objectionable, absolutely wrong, and even
dangerous in principle". He said that-

Where a person is charged and acquitted
but is ordered to pay compensation, the
assessor effectively would be double guess-

-MM
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ing the court. Where a person is not
charged at all but is still ordered to pay
compensation, the assesssor is made both
judge and jury-

Mr Berinson also said the following-

..the assessor finds the liability on a
civil and not a criminal standard of proof.
The effect is that the assessor
is. ... declaring the person guilty of a tort
or civil wrong.

and would be thereby-

.. establishing liability for civil wrongs
on the basis of informal assessments free
of legal safeguards.

Mr Berinson did not say that an acquitted or
not-charged person was only made to recoup
the compensation if formal court proceedings
SO Ordered. In other words, he omitted to say
that this really was not discretionary power
only by the assessor but was based on a formal
court order. He opposed the awarding of costs
being lifted from the 1982 Bill, and argued for
it to be restored at least when the compensation
had been determined by the court, whether
through appeal or because the assessor had sent
the case to the court in the first instance.

These are the reasons I said at the beginning
that this Bill is something of an exercise by the
present Attorney General to "get even". The
Bill allows compensation to be claimed if the
charged person is acquitted on the ground that
no offence has been committed. If, of course,
someone else committed the offence compen-
sation can be claimed from the Consolidated
Revenue Fund.

Regarding the eligibility to apply for com-
pensation from the Crown or the Consolidated
Revenue Fund, Mr Berinson now introduces a
provision which, if not 100 per cent, almost
exactly follows the line his criticism took
against the 1982 Bill at the time. As far as the
Crown recouping the compensation from the
person who had caused the injury is concerned,
Mr Berinson follows the principles of his
predecessor even more precisely.

In this Bill only a convicted offender can be a
statutory debtor. In other words, compensation
can be recouped only from a convicted
offender. The Attorney General has too easily
given up the Crown's right to be compensated.
As the Minister for Budget Management I sup-
pose he was in a position to do that, but he has
also established indirectly what I think is a
fairly dangerous principle of law.

The reasons given by the Attorney General
for not making an award against an acquitted
person, or a person not charged, is that this
introduces a civil element to the compensation
for criminal injuries, and is inappropriate, in
view of the informal nature of the proceedings
before the assessor. This statement shows a
misunderstanding of the assessment process
under the 1982 Act, and even under the present
Bill.

The assessment of damages is itself a civil
process, and it requires the assessor to take into
account many of the matters which are nor-
mally considered by judges and magistrates in
the assessment of damages in civil cases. Con-
versely, the proposition in this Bill virtually
says one must be declared criminally respon-
sible by a criminal court in order to be liable
for civil responsibility for compensation. In
other words, this Bill implies one's civil re-
sponsibility to pay compensation will exist only
if it has been established "beyond reasonable
doubt" that one is responsible, but not estab-
lished on the so-far accepted measure of civil
responsibility, which is on the "balance of
probabilities".

This is a dangerous principle to introduce
into the system. These provisions introduce it
by saying that the assessor can order the person
who has caused the injury to be statutorily re-
sponsible, or to be a statutory debtor, only if
that person has been convicted in criminal pro-
ceedings of having caused the injury by com-
mitting an offence.

The Attorney General could, of course, if he
were in this Chamber, argue that I am wrong as
the Crown can start a civil action against a non-
convicted person. Indeed, I have asked him a
question; unfortunately it is listed for
tomorrow and I do not have the answer yet. I
asked him whether it is intended to take civil
action against any of those persons who might
have caused the injury but are not covered in
this Bill. I maintain however, that by making
the distinction at the level of the assessor's
powers and responsibilities, a wrong principle
has been introduced.

The process of "getting even" is completed
by the provision for awarding costs in these
criminal injury compensation cases. There is
not much to argue about it, except that with the
retained maximum of $15 000 in monetary
terms, a large proportion, or even the whole of
the moneys of the compensation, could go
towards the costs. I do not think this is right,
and I do not think it is really the intention
behind the legislation.
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The Attorney General must have had the sat-
isfaction of getting even, but it is to the detri-
ment of the legislation itself and the victims of
criminal injury.

The other provisions which are different
from the 1982 Act are fairly minor. The eligi-
bility to apply for compensation is detailed in
those cases where the Person causing the injury
is acquitted on the ground of unsoundness of
mind-clause 8; is incapable of understanding
the proceedings-clause 9; has died-clause
10; or a prosecution has been withdrawn
against such person or a notleprosequl has been
entered into.

Supposing one wanted to be political one
could philosophise. on the victims of Mr
O'Connor's thuggery and blackmail for which
he was not convicted because the Attorney
General entered a nolle prosequi. However, I
leave this to future political historians.

Another change to be anticipated in this day
and age by the tLabor Party, yet by no means
welcomed or condoned by the Opposition, is
the definition of a close relative who may claim
compensation. According to the existing Act, a
close relative includes the spouse of the victim,
the children and the parents. The proposed
definition of a close relation in this Bill applies
not only to a husband or wife before the death
of the injured person, but also to the defactos
in a qualified manner; namely if in the defacid
relationship there are children, or if that re-
lationship has lasted for three years. Other than
this it extends the children and parent situation
further to grandparents and grandchildren.

As far as the defacto situation is concerned, I
personally detest this provision, not because I
am conservative or old-fashioned-which I
am-but rather because I have different Moral
and ethical values from the Labor Govern-
ment. I would have thought the Attorney Gen-
eral would appreciate my point and perhaps
even agree with it.

Another important Provision makes a con-
siderable change, despite the fact that the
Government claims the opposite, and that is
that the maximum compensation has been
reduced in real terms by approximately one-
quarter, or 25 per cent.

The Government claims, of course, it has not
been changed, but that only means it has not
been changed in money terms. The sum of
$15 000, after three years' inflation, is probably
not worth more than $11 500, depending upon
which method of calculation for inflation is
used. If no change was intended by the Govern-

ment, as the Attorney General implied, this
maximum should have been increased to about
$18 000 or $20 000.

A very interesting principle is involved here.
The fact that we have a Criminal Injuries Com-
pensation Bill means that we admit that the
State is responsible for injuries and for the
damages arising from such injuries. The fact
that a maximum compensation is laid down
means that the State is only partially respon-
sible, or accepts only a partial responsibility.

This appears to be in contradiction of
other principles. I think it is generally accepted
that the State is fully, not partially, responsible
for safeguarding the life and property of the
individual; yet, if the State, through its Police
Force, fails to fully discharge its responsibilities
it is only partially responsible for the damages
caused.

The previous Attorney General must have
sensed this contradiction as he treated the com-
pensation for losses arising from criminal dam-
age actions as an insurance, rather than an obli-
gation, by the State. Hence his statement when
introducing the Criminal Injuries Compen-
sation Bill 1982 when he said-

It has not in Australia, and in most other
places in the world, been seen as economi-
cally realistic to make the taxpayer the un-
limited and comprehensive insurer of
crime victims.

There are, however, serious arguments for in-
creasing this maximum compensation. I point
to one case which arises fairly frequently and is
not only, as many of us in this place might
think, the result of a motor car accident. It is
the situation in which a victim becomes a para-
plegic Or a quadriplegic. In these cases there is
enormous injury, and there are enormous dam-
ages involved which cry out for compensation.
We know very well that if the injury is not
caused by criminal action but by civil action,
the compensation awarded very often exceeds
the $100 000 mark. It is fairly easy to im-
agine-and indeed it does happen-that such
injuries could occur as a result of some type of
criminal action.

The rest of the provisions of the Bill are
pretty well the same as in the previous Act. The
under secretary's discretion remains; there is
still a statutory debt, although in reduced cases;
there is a right of appeal to the District Court
from the assessor; and there is still a reference
to the Fatal Accidents Act 1959, although of
course the provisions change in that Act as
well. I pointed this out fairly recently. How-
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ever, there is a little-heralded difference-of
which the only mention was a half-sentence in
the Minister's second reading speech-upon
which I would like to comment critically.

In the 1982 Act the assessor was required to
give notice of application for compensation to
the offender. This is no longer the case and it is
a breach of the rule of natural justice because
under the Bill it is still possible for the Crown
to claim payment for any judgment obtained
from the offender if he was convicted. I realise
that this will have the effect of further simplify-
ing the determination of methods in relation to
the award of compensation. I do not think this
can be considered as a valid argument as it is
only in a very small proportion of cases that
such a circumstance arises. In any event, the
offender attends the compensation hearing and
if he chooses to rebut the evidence of the police
and thus reduce the size of the award which the
assessor might otherwise make, it is his right
and it is one which should be retained. It
should not be taken away in this case from the
person who caused the injury.

The intention of the 1982 Act and the
present Bill is to reduce stress on the victim by
simplifying the procedural methods and that is
appreciated by the Opposition. However, this
could still be achieved, for instance, by having
an affidavit made out rather than compelling
the victim to appear in person. Thus I think it
should be brought out that this is a principle
which diminishes the natural rights of the per-
son who caused the injury in case of compen-
sation award procedures.

Based upon my experience, 1 do not really
expect the Minister representing the Attorney
General to reply to the detailed comments I
have made. However, in the Attorney Gen-
eral's department there must be a quite extra-
ordinary specimen who appears to read
Hansard thereby relegating himself to an ex-
treme minority in our democratic community.
If I am right in my observation, I would ap-
preciate some written response from the At-
torney General in due course. I do not accept
many, indeed most, of the provisions in the
Bill, but I do not oppose its second reading.

MR GRILL (Esperance-Dundas-Minister
for Transport) [3.26 p.m.]: It is noted that the
Opposition does not intend to oppose this Bill;
therefore, I presume it is going to support it. I
would like to make just a few remarks and the
first is in respect of the allegation made by the
member for Floreat that in some way this Bill
is politically inspired.

Of course the Government would completely
eschew that notion. It is completely inappropri-
ate to make such an allegation and it is simply
not correct. The Government and the Attorney
General, by endeavouring to bring forward this
particular Bill, are hopeful that procedures will
be far more streamlined and far more compre-
hensive and will effectively bring less stress to
victims, or to the persons making the appli-
cation for compensation.

The member for Floreat has endeavoured to
draw the line that because this Bill in some
respects reflects the arguments put forward by
the present Attorney General when the Crimi-
nal Injuries Compensation Bill went through
another place in 1982, it is somehow politically
inspired. In an attempt to prove his point the
member for Floreat referred to the provision
which would not make a claim for compen-
sation allowable where a person charged with
the offence was acquitted on the grounds that
no offence occurred.

Mr Mensaros: It allows the compensation
and it allows a recoupment of the compen-
sation against the Consolidated Revenue Fund.
It does not allow the CRF to recoup-

Mr GRILL: I think the member is slightly
confused by the fact that where the accused is
acquitted on the grounds that no offence was
committed, no application for compensation
can be made. Under the present Act such a
claim could be made and the Attorney General
is merely saying that where a person has been
acquitted on these grounds, it would be unjust
and a derogation of natural justice for compen-
sation to be assessed against that particular per-
son.

I do not think that is political. It is a point of
principle that can easily be supported. The
member for Floreat later on in his speech re-
ferred to natural justice and endeavoured to
indicate that in certain other respects natural
justice was not being followed in the Bill. What
the Government and the Attorney General are
saying is that to allow an assessment of com-
pensation against a person who has been ac-
quitted on the round that no offence occurred
is a very grave breach of natural justice.

This area of the law is in a state of flux. It has
developed quickly over the last few years.
There has been a greater awareness by the com-
munity that the victim needs to be
compensated, not fully, but as adequately as
the State can afford. There needs to be a greater
degree of compassion for the victim of violent
offences because the initial procedures by
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which the compensation was claimed were un-
wieldy and needed to be streamlined. The
Criminal Injuries Compensation Act of 1982
certainly streamlined the process. That Act was
an improvement on its predecessor, just as this
Bill is an improvement on its predecessor. In a
sense, it runs the risk of the previous Bill in
that in some areas it does tend to derogate from
previously accepted principles of law.

I can understand the arguments put forward
by the member for Floreat in respect of his
concern about an offender, in some cases not
being given notice of the claim of compen-
sation or an assessment of compensation
against him, but it is unlikely that there would
be a breach of natural justice in those circum-
stances.

There are a whole range of matters which the
member for Floreat has raised. If he wishes to
raise them again during the Committee stage, I
will endeavour to answer his queries.
Otherwise, I thank the Opposition for its sup-
port of the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee etc.
Bill passed through Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment, and the re-
port adopted.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the

third reading.
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr Grill

(Minister for Transport), and transmitted to
the Council.

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from 21 August.
MR OLD (Katanning-Roe) [3.36 p-m.J: This

Bill is, on the surface, a fairly simple one and
we have no great argument with the concept of
the amendments contained within it. I do agree
that the penalties that have been applied to
transgressions of the Wildlife Conservation Act
are, to say the least, somewhat minimal and I
think the move to update those penalties and
bring them into line with the magnitude of the
transgression of the Act is a good move.

it was interesting to note the Minister's com-
ment that the offence of the unlawful taking of
rare fauna does not prescribe a similar penalty

to an offence which involves unlawful pos-
session. That is quite ridiculous and it deserves
to be rectified. We have no quarrel with that.

Later I will come to the part about extending
the period under which a review of
transgressions of the Act can be undertaken.
There may be some very good reasons why this
is so but I will ask the Minister at a later stage
in this debate to elucidate that.

When the Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife ceased to exist and the Department of
Conservation and Land Management was
brought into existence I rather thought that we
would get away from some of the bureaucratic
shenanigans between the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife and the Department of
Conservation and Environment, but it does ap-
pear from the reports that I have been getting
that such is not the case. I want to point out a
few instances where I feel that there could be
some revision of the lack of decision-making
which has been apparent in the past.

One matter worrying certain sections of the
community is the control of birds declared
under category 7 in the south-west, and I refer
now to the Port Lincoln parrot. The horticul-
tural industry is one of the main sources of
income in the south-west, and the variation of
that category in areas in the outer wheatbelt,
where the bird is protected, has given cause for
concern in the minds of a lot of people
involved in horticultural activities in the re-
gion.

It is very difficult to draw a line through WA
and say that is the wheatbelt and that is the
fruit growing area. I have seen some quite stu-
pid examples of this and the one that comes
readily to mind involves the War Service Land
Settlement Scheme authority in purchasing
properties in the State, and subdividing them
in many instances, for allocation to ex-
servicemen who were entitled to farm under
the War Service Land Settlement Scheme- It
was generally agreed by rule of thumb that land
east of the great southern railway line would be
treated as wheat growing areas and that land
west of the line would be treated as sheep and
course grain areas. As the Minister for
Agriculture would confirm, that is almost cor-
rect; but the railway line really does not segre-
gate those two different types of country. I well
recall a property purchased south of Broome
Hill, the property being the estate of Mr Fenn.
It was a fairly large property which was eventu-
ally split into three smaller properties, with two
on the eastern side Of the railway line and one
on the western side. The two on the eastern

/
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side had shearing sheds built upon them which
were capable of handling about 1 000 sheep,
while the property on the western side had a
shearing shed built upon it which was capable
of handling about 3 000 sheep, and this despite
the fact it was only about 100 yards away. I
give this example to show the ridiculous situ-
ation we face when bureaucrats draw lines on
maps and say that one arrangement will apply
to one area and another arrangement will apply
to another area.

Mr Evans: This caused a lot of problems with
water consumption.

Mr OLD: Indeed, the farm water supply situ-
ation was exactly the same. I endeavoured to
redress that to a degree and I know that since
that time the Minister has extended the area to
be covered. Hut the point is that once these
lines are drawn the departments are bound by
them, and the Ministers, if they have any dis-
cretion, certainly do not seem to exercise it.

A tremendous amount of concern has been
expressed by people outside the fruit growing
areas about the rise in population of the Port
Lincoln parrot, better known as the "twenty-
eight".

Mr Davies: So that's the one.

Mr OLD: I have been using the up-market
term. But the twenty-eights were almost ex-
tinct. I might say, before the Minister for
Ariculture smiles too much, that this happened
long before the advent of CALM. However, it
is interesting to note the general increase in
population of birds in the agricultural areas. As
an example, when I was but a stripling in the
Katanning district we used to see quite a lot of
parakeets and rosellas. In later years-and I am
talking of the post-war years-when certain
treatments were undertaken for some pests,
which will remain unnamed, the bird popu-
lation diminished despite the fact that it was
generally said by departmental officers that the
treatments were not affecting the bird life. We
did not see those rarer types of parrots far some
time. HowCee, nowadays I can walk outside
my little flat at Katanning and quite often see
rosellas in the front garden.

Mr Davies: Are they any more damaging
than the twenty-eights?

Mr OLD: No, the rosellas arc pretty benign
fellows; the Port Lincoln parrots are the big
problem. I notice the Minister for Agriculture
looking at me in a very puzzled way, but
happening to be the owner of a prime apricot

tree from which I never got one apricot last
year, I can tell the Minister which predators are
to blame: The Port Lincoln parrots.

At the recent Country Shire Councils Associ-
ation conference it was resolved that the Feder-
al Government be requested to amend its legis-
lation in order to permit the export of, or sale
to Australian wildlife parks of, birds which
damage agricultural crops. It seems strange to
me that we can sit in judgment on people who
smuggle birds out of the country and make
tremendous amounts of money from the exer-
cise, and then fine them just a moderate
sum-and that is what this legislation is all
about correcting-when some people who are
affected by these pests-which are categorised
in the south-west and hills areas-should they
dare try to sell one of those birds, would find
themselves up for any sort of fine. It is strange
especially when a fellow in the south-west can
shoot those pests willy-nilly even though they
have an intrinsic value.

The reason twenty-eights have a great value
in the Asian market is that that market cannot
obtain them elsewhere. I am not saying that if
we open up the taking of birds to a small degree
and allow licensed operators to catch and ex-
port them or sell them locally to approved
wildlife parks, this is going to make them a
fortune, because obviously once the practice
was legalised there would be more avian
species available to the countries wanting to
import them, so their value would decrease.
Nevertheless, it would make a tremendous dif-
ference to the horticultural industry.

Previously it has been put to me and then put
by me to the Federal Government that this
situation should be addressed, yet the Federal
Government always seemed to bog down and
to continue to ban the export of these birds.

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr Burkett): Or-
der! It is hard to hear the member speaking
when there is a meeting going on of a group of
three on my left. If they must hold a meeting
they should hold it in another place.

Mr OLD: I ask the Minister to take a close
look at this because I have a couple of examples
here of people who have suffered because of
this present situation.

I have a letter that was written to me by a
friend who farms west of Katanning. His farm
is not in the wheatbelt, but is six miles out of it
in lush country. This letter is dated 10
December 1984 and reads as follows-
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I wonder if you have read the latest
Journal of Agriculture issue No. 11984.
There is a section of it called "A closer
look at parrots as pests" based on a 2 and 3
year study by A.P.B. officer J. L. Lang.

I interpolate here to point out that I hold Mr J.
L. Long in tremendously high regard. He is a
wonderful research officer and scientist. The
letter continues as follows-

One would imagine after reading that
story that the 28 parrot (Port Lincoln par-
rot) does no more than drift in and bowl
the occasional plum. Mr Alfred Hulman's
father writing some of the history of
Katanning wrote "Katanning had some of
WA's finest orchards and then the parrots
came. The parrots have been around a long
time and they have successfully muined
every large orchard in this region. They are
certainly not getting any less in this area
and appear to be expanding and playing
absolute havoc with orchards in the
Bridgetown district. It seems incredible,
Dick, to me, that Mr J. L. Long could
spend three years and of course some of
my dollars and know absolutely nothing of
the 28 parrot. They just fly in here each
morning around 5 a.m. and bite off as
much fruit as they possibly can, they don't
eat two per cent of it. We are covering
most of our trees now with a nylon type
nec and getting heaps of fruit. It costs
about $20 per small tree, so that',s no sol-
ution for people with orchards. These birds
,ould be as big a threat to orchards as star-
lings ever will be.

I did write to Mr Long a long-time-back
and of course received no
acknowledgement. I'm concerned, Dick.
I'm hoping you'll read this story I've
quoted, the A.P.B. has done the fruit in-
dustry a huge disservice. My losses without
tree nets are 100 per cent not 1.7 per cent."

I wrote to the Minister for Agriculture-my
constituent had written to him also-and in his
reply the Minister correctly pointed out that
the article which was published in the January
1984 edition of the Journal of Agriculture re-
lated to research work conducted over the
period 1970-1975. We are talking about two
completely different eras, and that is the point I
made in my opening remarks-the situation
has changed drastically.

From 1975 to 1984 the bird population
exploded, hence the Minister was correct when
he said the results of a study made between
1970 and 1975 are not pertinent in 1985. How-
ever, the Minister's letter goes on as follows-

A management programme exists for
Port Lincoln (or 28's), Red capped (or
W.A. King) parrots and Western Rosellas
in the commercial fruit growing districts.

Mr Davies: What was the date of his letter,
please?

Mr OLD: This letter was received in early
1984. The date has been cut off it, but it re-
ferred to the January 1984 article.

Mr Davies: Thank you.
Mr OLD: The letter continues as follows-

Landholders are able to destroy the birds
on their land on which fruit is produced.

That means in the south-west area. The letter
continues-

Destruction can be done by shooting,
although a Wildlife Officer may approve
other methods in specific instances.

The letter lists the towns and districts in which
that provision is applicable. Of course,
Katanning is not listed because it is not a
recognised fruit growing area. However, people
in Katanning do have fruit trees and home or-
chards, and they are entitled to some sort of
protection even if it means the Government
should provide the nets which my constituent
informs me cost him $20 a tree.

I wrote to the Agriculture Protection Board
in the same terms as 1 did to the Minister. The
Minister replied to my constituent and the
APB replied to me. Both letters mentioned that
the parrots were category seven in the orchard
areas, but were protected elsewhere. This point
gives little satisfaction either to the orchardists
or to the people in the agricultural areas who
are endleavouring to grow some fruit.

My constituent mentioned to me that when
he was in the Kalbarri area, peaches cost 80c
each. These people do not grow fruit trees for
fun and it obviously irks them when they see
the Port Lincoln parrots, as he said, "Chopping
them ofr" as they did with my prize apricot
tree. We did not get one apricot last year. The
parrots chopped off the fruit and it fell to the
ground. I gave a few parrots a scare, I must
admit, and I probably broke the law because I
believe one parrot died of a heart attack, but I
was able to get rid of the body fairly quickly!

Mr Davies: That is your story.
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Mr OLD: Yes, it is. We must give the De-
partment of Conservation and Land Manage-
ment time to settle into its new job, but the
same people who are now with that department
were with the Department of Fisheries and
Wildlife, so they are not embarking on a new
area of responsibility. It is a matter of taking a
reasonable look at the problem.

I understand we still have the double inspec-
tion situation with regard to exotic birds. The
Agriculture Protection Hoard is responsible for
inspecting aviaries to ensure that no exotic
birds have been imported. The APB is respon-
sible also for ensuring that exotic birds are not
imported into the country via ships or flying
across the Nullarbor. The APB does a tremen-
dously efficient job. However, the Department
of Conservation and Land Management
virtually doubles up on some of these inspec-
tion duties. It may well be worthwhile consider-
ing the idea of the Department of Conservation
and Land Management taking over the control
of aviaries and permission for people wishing
to exchange or buy exotic birds, and so
on-people who are very dedicated to the
avicultural industry-and leave to the APB
officers the shooting of starlings. Obviously the
dual problem is costing money. It is hard to
draw a line and say the Department of Conser-
vation and Land Management can manage a
certain part and the APR can manage another
pan. I have not seen any evidence whatsoever
of any rationalisation in this regard.

Another matter I would like to bring to the
attention of the Minister while I have the op-
portunity during this second reading debate is
what we used to see as the duplication between
the Department of Fisheries and Wildlife and
the National Parks Authority regarding the
picking of wildflowers. It is not a big deal be-
cause the people of Western Australia generally
over the past decade have demonstrated that
they respect the fact that the then Department
of Fisheries and Wildlife, now the Department
of Conservation and Land Management, has
endeavoured to save that very great Western
Australian asset, the Western Australian
wildflower.

It is rare today to see anybody pull up on the
highway alongside a wildflower bush and get
out of the car and pick the flower. People do
not think about doing it, but 20 years ago it was
the norm. If one was coming to Perth to visit a
patient and one was short of dough he simply
pulled up alongside the road and picked a
bunch of leschenaultia which was a nice thing

to take to Royal Perth Hospital. Nowadays
people do not do that because they have been
educated by the department as to what an asset
wildflowers are.

Only two weeks ago I was privileged to be at
a wildflower display in Ravensthorpe which
was opened by the Minister. His remarks were
very pertinent; he said that the number of
wildflowers in the Fitzgerald Reserve were ab-
solutely outstanding. The people there are able
to exhibit these wildflowers which no doubt are
picked on private properties. The fact is they
are there for tourists to see, and a tremendous
number of tourists go through that little display
in Ravensthorpe. By "little" I mean it is small
in area, but a large number of varieties are
shown there. It is run by the senior citizens of
Ravensthorpe mainly for viewing by visitors to
the town. Tourist buses pull up there regularly;
the display benefits the senior citizens and is
certainly Of great benefit to the Eastern States
visitors.

Cranbrook runs a similar show which is due
to open within two weeks; it is a bit later than
that at Ravensthorpe. One of the show's great
exhibits is the Cranbrook Bell, or Darwinia.

Mr Watt: A show opens in Albany on 26
September.

Mr OLD: I guess that would be the last in the
line.

There are two dedicated bodies in
Cranbrook-one is the Cranbrook Flora and
Fauna Conservation Group which is headed by
Mr Frank Smith who is now ini his 80s. I am
sure he will forgive me for disclosing his age2 in
the House. That group is now saying it will
retire and leave matters to the younger people
who comprise the Craubrook tourist pro-
motion committee. The active person in that
body is Mrs Jan Pope.

I had problems on two occasions in getting
permission for those two responsible groups to
go out into the Stirling National Park and pick
a very small number of Darwinia for display in
their wildflower shows. Mr Frank Smith used
to put one spike in a bottle which he took to
each Westrail bus which went through
Cranbrook. He walked through the bus show-
ing off the flower and took it to the Katanning
Hospital and showed it there. This was a ritual.
We had hell's own job getting permission be-
cause the Minister responsible for national
parks invariably said-and it is all documented
in the correspondenice-that it was a matter for
the Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife, and the
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Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife would say
he had to get the approval of the National
Parks Board.

I thought that would be all finished now, but
it is not. The Cranbrook tourist promotion
committee has been told it cannot take any
Dorwvinia this year.

Mr Davies: Who told them that?
Mr OLD: This was in a letter from Mr John

Watson, the Regional Manager of Conser-
vation and Land Management in Albany. I
have letters here from the Minister for
Fisheries and Wildlife in January 1984 which
refer to misunderstandings. The letter states-

I am sorry that there appears to be a
misunderstanding in relation to the
method of considering applications to take
rare flora from the Stirling Range National
Park. Accordingly, I take this opportunity
to set out the mechanism as set out in the
Wildlife Conservation Act.

The letter goes on as follows-
The Director of Fisheries and Wildlife,

Mr Bowen, has had discussions with the
Director of National Parks, Mr Sanders,
and it has been agreed that the matter will
be raised at the February meeting of the
National Parks Authority which has the
vesting of the Stirling Range National
Park.

That is the sort of crazy thing which went on. I
refer now to the situation which arose in April
1984 when the Minister for Fisheries and
Wildlife wrote to me and said-

Last year the request was facilitated as a
result of discussions between the Director
of Fisheries and Wildlife and Mr A. L.
Gillam. I am now in a position to advise
that this method of obtaining samples of
rare Darwinias for the Cranbroak Show
may again be adopted in 1984.

The people down there reluctantly accepted
that because the proposal was that they could
take six spikes of Darwinia in company with a
wildlife officer, or a warden of the National
Parks Authority. They agreed to that. After two
weeks they were allowed to take another six
spikes. They said, "Look, we have no option
but to reluctantly agree."

That brings me to [7 September and this
letter which is hot off the press. The letter is
dated 10 September 1985 and is from Mr John
Watson, Regional Manager of Conservation
and Land Management, Albany. I quote from
the letter in part as follows-

Firstly, to the request to have specimens
of Mountain Bells picked for display at the
Show, as you would be aware, the picking
of any flora from National Parks is
restricted to bona ide research workers for
research purposes only and then under
very stringent conditions. Furthermore,
gazetted rare flora may only be collected
under permit issued by the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management.
These regulations also affect departmental
employees, so you will understand that
they are extremely strict.

You may recall that when special minis-
terial approval to pick the display blooms
was first made several years ago, it was
pointed out that the approval should not
be taken as a precedent for future years
and that your Society would have to plan
for alternative arrangements.

I am therefore not able to support your
request to display Darwin ia, most of which
are gazetted as rare flora. I will however
forward a copy of your letter on to Perth
for further consideration.

This year the tourist promotion committee did
not even ask for per-mission to go and pick the
blooms; it asked for blooms to be provided. In
other words, they asked, "Please can the ranger
bring in some blooms?" I am told by people in
Cranbrook who know the area very well that
they can show me 1 000 acres of Darwinia of
which the Department of Conservation and
Land Management would be completely un-
aware. These people are trying to do things
legitimately to promote Western Australia and
all they are getting is frustration. I am sure the
Minister will take up this matter and resolve it
in the next 24 hours.

The only part of the Bill I am concerned
about is the special provision relating to
extending to two years the period in which legal
proceedings may be taken. As the Minister
quite rightly pointed out in his second reading
speech this amendment was made to the
Fisheries Act some time in 1982. The period
was extended from six months to two years. As
I recall it, the reason the Act was amended to
extend the period in which Proceedings could
be instituted from the statutory six months to a
special period of two years was to enable better
control of some specific parts of the industry
One related to over-potting in the crayfish in-
dustry which, as both Ministers concerned will
be aware, was pretty rife. In fact, I would be
surprised if it still does not occur.
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Sometimes the investigations take a long
time, especially if those investigations involve
a particular gentleman who will not be named
but who will be well known to both the Minis-
ter for Agriculture and the Minister for Conser-
vation and Land Management because they
have both had dealings with him. It took two
years to gather enough evidence to eventually
Come to an arrangement with him, let alone
institute any proceedings. If the same problem
applies to wildlife, 1 guess that is all right.

Another problem being experienced by the
Fisheries Department was the illegal sale of fish
by amateur fishermen. I do not think this prob-
lem will ever be solved because while there are
amateur fishermen there will be the illegal sale
of fish. I am an amateur fisherman but I cannot
catch enough to keep myself going and have
therefore not had to engage in that nefarious
pastime.

Quite a lot of pensioners catch fish and sell
them. That was considered by the Select Com-
mittee on fisheries held in 1978. That is a dimf-
cult thing to overcome. However, we have to
have laws and we have to abide by those laws.
If people transgress and are detected in their
transgression, they must pay the penalty. I hope
that the Minister, in his reply, will give us some
good reasons why it is necessary for that period
to be extended. I have no particular reason for
opposing it except that I feel that if it becomes
too prevalent, Ministers administering various
Acts will say, "We do not have to hurry, we will
do what has been done under the Fisheries Act
and under the Conservation and Land Manage-
ment Act and we will take to Parliament an
amendment to extend that period to two years
for the institution of proceedings."

In general, the Opposition supports the con-
cepts set out in the Bill. However, I want the
Minister, at the third reading stage, to advise
the House of the reasons for the extension of
that period from six months to two years.

MR GRAYDEN (South Perth) [4.14 p.m.]:
The amendments proposed are generally satis-
factory and I support them. Most of the in-
creases mentioned in the Bill are acceptable
and necessary even though, on the face of it,
some seem excessive. Those in that category
spell out precisely the offence relating to skins,
fauna, or the processing of fauna. It is reason-
able, in those circumstances, to include a heavy
mandatory penalty.

One proposed increase with which I do not
agree is that contained in clause 5 of the Bill,
which seeks to amend section 1 78 of the

principal Act. At the moment the penalty for
an offence under that section is $100. That is a
mandatory penalty. It allows a magistrate no
discretion at all. We are proposing, in this legis-
lation, to increase that penalty to $ 1 000.

Section 178 of the principal Act states-

The Minister, in respect of any species
of wild duck, goose and quail or other
prescribed species of game for which, in
any specified pant or pants of the State, an
open season has been proclaimed or
declared pursuant to section fourteen of
this Act, may, by notice published in the
Government Gazete-

(a) declare that species to be a game
species in that pant or those pants;

(b) limit the number of the species that
may be taken by any one person in
any stipulated period or periods of
time;

(c) limit the number of the species that
may be in the possession of any on'
person;

(d) specify such other conditions (if any-
as he thinks fit to impose, respectm,
the taking during that open season rn
the species.

A person-

(a) shall not take any species of wild dicV
goose or quail or other prescribee.
species of game to which a notia
published pursuant to subsection, (I)
of this section relates; or

(b) shall not be in possession of an3 sue;.
species of wild duck, goose, quail i,;
other prescribed species of game.

otherwise than in terms of the notice anoi
pursuant to a licence granted to him for
the purpose.

At the moment, the penalty is $100. It will be
increased to $1 000. If a person commits an
offence, no discretion will be available to a
magistrate in imposing a penalty. The fine will
be $1000.

Anybody who has been duck or quail shoot-
ing, or any other form of game shooting, knows
of the sorns of situations that can arise. Time
and time again, people go to duck lakes,
probably hundreds of miles from the metro-
politan area, to shoot duck. There may be
hundreds of people on that lake.

Mr Old: Like at Katanning.
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Mr GRAYDEIN: Possibly like at Katanning.
It has happened that, a few minutes before the
duck season opened, someone fired a shot and
thousands of ducks took to the air. One shot
having been fired, the other shooters all start
firing, even though it is a few minutes before
the duck season opened. Technically, every
person who has fired has committed an offence
under this Bill and would be guilty of that of-
fence. Every person would, therefore, be liable
to a fine of S1 000. It is not a maximum fine,
allowing a magistrate a discretion in extenuat-
ing circumnslanccs.

Literally hundreds of people congregate on
duck takes. Many of those- people are oc-
casional shooteris. Many may have gone for the
first limne in their lives and may not be capable
of hitting anything. However, because ducks,
after th ey are hit, sometimes fly hundreds of
metres before falling, they often fall at these
people's feet and they pick them up. They are
then responsible and have committed an of-
fenrte Some people take their children, which,
of cc .,-, is dangerous. However, they may be
walk. 5 near the lake and, to their surprise, a
duck may fill at their feet. If they pick that
duck up aridn it .s a protected species or there is
some other '.-:each of the Act they are liable to a
penalty of $ ' 900.

Thert hr'em been many occasions on which
people M,;ve inadvertently shot protected
species. An amateur Shooter could, in many
circumstances, shoot at such a duck which is
flying away from him or towards him and at
which an experienced shooter would not shoot.

The fact that he has done that, or has picked
up such a duck to identify it-it could have
been shot by someone else-the very fact that
he is in possession of it means he is liable for a
penalty ofS $1000. He could not defend himself
before a magistrate by saying that he merely
picked it up. He may even have witnesses, but
the fact that the duck was in his possession
means he has committed an offence and must
pay the penalty.

Other people trught fire into a Dock of ducks.
This is not something recommended by experi-
enced shooters, and they certainly do not do
it-they single out individual ducks. However,
it is done, and if' a duck which is not one of the
species proclaimed as being one which can be
shot is unintentionally shot, I repeat that the
penalty is $1 000. It is a mandatory penalty in
which the magistrate has no discretion at all.

There have been many situations in which
people shoot ducks two minutes or so after the
close of the season. The season may have been
open for three or four months, Or whatever
period has been stipulated by the Minister of
the day. The duck season closes at a specified
time, which might be 6 o'clock. If somebody
shoots a duck two minutes after the season
closes, technically he has committed a breach;
and there are rangers in this world who will go
out of their way to pick up such offenders, even
if a person's watch was wrong. There are traffic
inspectors who have actually put garments over
traffic signs or have in some cases removed the
signs and picked people up for speeding. I refer
to officials of that kind. Therefore it is absol-
utely imperative that somewhere along the line
a magistrate should have some discretion in
respect of these things.

Once upon a time the Clerk of the House of
Representatives in Canberra went trout fishing.
He caught a trout and was photographed with
it, and this photograph was displayed on the
front page of the Canberra Times. it
immediately provoked a tremendous outcry
and statements were made and published in the
Press to the effect that a person in a dis-
tinguished position such as his had caught a
trout out of season. It so happened that in
Canberra at that time the season was closed.
What they did not realise, of course, was that a
few miles away was the town of Queanbeyan,
which is in the State of New South Wales, and
the Clerk had caught his trout legally. He
subsequently took libel action against the
Canberra Times.

I mention that to illustrate the way in which
these things can happen inadvertently. In the
Eastern States quail shooting is a relatively big
event. It is not so in Western Australia, but in
the Eastern States quail shooting is in exactly
the same category as duck shooting here, but on
a bigger scale. Some farmers go out of their way
to plant seeds sought after by quail, and we can
well imagine farmers planting the seed and
cultivating the quail. In certain circumstances
the farmers have the quail in their possession
outside the season, but still the penalty is
Ii1000. There is no discretion allowed by the
magistrate.

I wish to emphasise this point and ask the
Minister, when that particular clause is dis-
cussed, to make the $1 000 a maximum penalty
and not a mandatory penalty. At the moment
the penalty is a mere $100, but it is to rise to
$1 000. In any circumstances at all, mandatory
penalties are unsatisfactory because they do not
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allow discretion. In certain circumstances they
are justified, and while they may be justified in
the remainder of this amendment Bill, they are
not justified in relation to the offence I have
discussed.

MR CRANE (Moore) [4.25 p.m.]: I had not
intended to speak on this Bill, but the member
for South Perth raised a couple of points which
perhaps most people would not like to agree
with. These accidents can happen, and I will
relate to the House two instances when 1 have
killed black duck out of season.

One occasion occurred many years ago when
I was ploughing virgin country on my farm,
and the near side wheel of the plough ran over
a duck with 10 eggs under her. The plough
smashed a couple of eggs, and I killed the duck
and took the eggs home. I found a clucky chook
to sit on the eggs, and she reared the ducklings.
This is one occasion when I would have been
guilty of the offence and had to pay the penalty.

On the second occasion, a number of years
ago, I had invited the children of the Special
School at Balga-a school for retarded chil-
dren-to come to my farm for a week's hol-
iday because they wanted to enjoy the country
life. When I took them out to the place where
they were to camp, I took my sheepdog with
me. It was at the time when ducks had duck-
lings. Those members who know anything
about birds or animals will know that when
they have young and anyone approaches,
they-particularly ducks-will flutter away as
if wounded, so as to lead the intruder away
from their young. In this instance the black
duck was fluttering away but the sheepdog was
quicker than 1 was and killed the duck out of
season. The children from the Balga school
were so excited about this, and their camping
in the scrub, that they asked me if they could
cook the duck over the barbecue. I must admit
I did commit an offence, but the duck had been
killed and I said, "Why not? Why waste it?"
The children enjoyed themselves tremen-
dously.

Those are two instances in which I could
have been guilty of an offence and required to
pay a mandatory penalty of $1 000, yet I was
absolutely innocent! There is therefore a very
strong argument, as the member for South
Perth has said, for this penalty not to be
mandatory but to be at the discretion of the
court. Those two ducks were killed by me. I was
responsible. After all, I ran one over with the
plough, and it was my sheepdog which killed
the another one. In the eyes of the law I would
have attracted a penalty of $1 000 on both oc-

casions. There is a need for discretion by the
courts in these matters. The Premier can check
the latter occasion out with the Balga Special
School.

Mr Brian Burke: Was it Balga or Koondoola?
Mr CRANE: It was the special school.
Mr Brian Burke: There is one at Balga and

another at Koondoola.
Mr CRANE: It was the one where the chil-

dren Were retarded and even had to learn how
to put their shoes on and things like that. I took
about 30 of them to my farm, where we put
them up in tents. They were absolutely lovely
kids.

There is a strong case for the discretion of the
court to be allowed in these matters. I am sorry
to have taken up the time of the House, but I
felt I should illustrate two occasions on which a
person who killed ducks out of season was
quite innocent.

MR DAVIES (Victoria Park-Minister for
Conservation and Land Management) [4.29
p.m.]: I would like to thank the three members
who have spoken for their general support of
the measure and say that I do not quite share
the same concern, which has been expressed in
regard to the penalty.

First of all, the penalties generally were
increased tenfold all round, and it is good
enough for an Act that has been in operation
since 1967 with an existing penalty. If one pen-
alty is to be increased tenfold then I suppose
the reasoning is that the same kind of increase
should apply, whether it was a maximum or a
minimum, or whether it was an optional pen-
alty.

I believe the member for South Perth quoted
section 17(b) and said the penalty was $ 100. If
he had had a look at section 17(a) he would
have seen there also that the penalty was-

"100, and in the case of a continuing
offence a further penalty. .

The same thing seems to apply to the other
penalties to be imposed.

Mr Grayden: Could I just say this-as far as
I was concerned the others are justifiable be-
cause they are for clear-cut offences whereas in
respect of the clause I am talking about, it can
happen unintentionally or there might be ex-
tenuating circumstances which do not apply to
the other clauses.

Mr DAVIES: What the member says is per-
fectly correct, but he must also make some al-
lowance for what the officers who apply the
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provisions of the Act might do in pursuing
their perceived duties under the Act. It is very
true that some officers may be overzealous and
may sit and wait for an offence to take place.
However, before a matter goes to court, all
kinds of procedures must be followed. Any
Minister would certainly be lax if he organised
any proceedings in circumstances such as those
outlined by the member for South Perth.

I will ask the department whether it wants to
comment any further on the matter and ask it
to take note of the instances given by the mem-
ber for Moore and the member for South Perth.
When I can get a copy of Hansard I will let the
department study the circumstances so that it
can make any further comment. At present 1
still believe that if a general increase in penalty
is to take place, the facts warranting a general
increase in one instance must apply in other
instances. In this case, the penalty has been
increased tenfold. The application of the Act
and the zealousness of officers concerned might
need to be looked at.

Over its many years of existence, the depart-
ment has not had a history of pursuing any
person for technical breaches of legislation. I
cannot give any guarantee that this will always
be the case, but I can say that officers of the
department are generally very sensible people
who realise the limitations and restrictions that
are sometimes placed on the general public
who do not fully recognise all the implications
of offending against this Act. It could be said
that technical breaches of any law can occur
and that from time to time people come before
the courts because of such breaches. However,
that does not happen very often. Common-
sense needs to be applied in such cases. I am
certain that it is so applied.

I will ask the department to consider the
comments made by members before the Bill is
read a third time. It can then ascertain whether
there is a need for any alterations to be made.

In regard to the taking of wildflowers, I know
that the member for Katanning-Roe has been
assiduous in getting permission for various
species to be taken. Although the matter is not
particularly dealt with in this Bill, it is of con-
cern to me that the public generally does not
have at least limited access to the various
species of flowers. The member claimed that
there is 1 000 acres of a species on private
property about which the department knows
nothing. I was able to see many wildflowers on
private property when I was in Ravensihorpe
with the member the other day. I saw also the
wildflowers in the Fitzgerald River reserve.

I think we would also share the member's
general observation that very few people these
days stop their cars to pick wildflowers by the
side of the road. Commercial pickers still
operate illegally, and their activities are of
some concern to the department. I am certain
that the member for Katanning-Roe would not
agree to any of their illicit operations continu-
ing and would agree that they need to be
penalised.

Surely to goodness we should be able to
oblige anyone who needs only a few sprays of a
particular flower for exhibition purposes. As
the member mentioned, those who have been
ru nn ing t hese shows for years h ave a good t rack
record and are considered to be responsible.
Before the existence of the Department of Con-
servat ion and Land Management a kind of
Gilbertian situation existed between me, as
Minister in charge of national parks, and the
Minister for Fisheries and Wildlife. The ball
was flipped from one to the other. I thought
that situation had been overcome now that the
Department of Conservation and Land Man-
agement has come into existence.

Mr Old: Would you have a look for me in the
morning?

Mr DAVIES: Certainly. I would be delighted
to do so. The letter the member quoted was
dated 17 September and is therefore up to date.

Mr Old: Np; it was dictated to me on 17
September.

Mr DAVIES: It certainly is up to date. The
situation should not exist. Again, common-
sense needs to prevail. I am certain that the
very people who are making the requests would
not do so if they thought there were any danger
of a plant becoming completely extinct. I know
that Dr Watson has a very great love for
national parks; he is a very strong
conservationist. I do not know whether he
realises the position, but I would be only to
happy to try to get that ghost laid to rest once
and for all.

Mr Old: They are very responsible people
generally.

Mr DAVIES: Yes. It does not seem to war-
rant the kind of bureaucratic dealing which
now goes on every year. It should be a very
simple matter to resolve.

We are in some difficulty about parrot At
the Council of Nature Conservation Ministers
this year, Ministers refused to alter the export
restrictions. The Commonwealth is a signatory
to international agreements. While there was a
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considerable move from several States to try to
provide for the export of parrots, it was de-
cided once again that in view of what the
Senate Standing Committee had said, and the
attitude of the Commonwealth and con-
servtionists generally, the situation could not
be altered. I think, however, that we have all
noticed the increasing birdlife in and around
the place. As I indicated by interjection, I saw
twenty-eigjht parrots at the bottom of Malcolm
Street seemingly lost in the traffic and also fly-
ing in and around the gum trees at the top of
the Terrace.

Mr Old: Good to see.

Mr DAVIES: Yes, it was good to see. By the
same token, people in the metropolitan area are
now complaining about their almonds being
eaten. We heard of the member's experience
with apricots. All of these things are a bit sad.
One wonders whether the parrots will continue
to exist or whether we will have our way.

The Commonwealth would not change the
existing situation. There will be no change for
at least another 12 months, if ever.

Proposed section 26A gave me some concern
because if someone had committed an offence
and got away with it for 18 months, he could be
reasonably entitled to get away with it. Because
of the nature of the dealings and the fact that
people travel back and forth, there was a need
almost to set traps for them. We needed to put
a tail on these people, particularly because of
the isolated areas of the north-west coast from
where the birds are taken. The practice was
looked upon with a great deal of abhorrence by
many people who felt that the two-year period
was reasonable. I said that I did not know
whether the Opposition would accept this.
However, as pointed out, when the Opposition
was in Government in 1982 it brought in the
Act. The Government of the day thought the
provision was unfair and the period should
have been cut to six months or 18 months.
There was some argument back and forth.

Under provisions of the Fisheries Act, no-one has been upset in any particular way. The
department said such a provision was necess-
ary in the wildlife conservation legislation and
I accepted its word for it. The provision was
deemed to be necessary not without some dis-
cussion and because of the precedent which
had been set in the Fisheries Act. It was felt
that similar provision in this legislation was
reasonable because the offences being dealt
with were similar in nature.

What the member for Katanning-Roc has
said is that it can easily become a precedent.
My only answer to that is that we must watch
out and see what comes up. As there is a simi-
larity between these two aspects, fisheries and
fauna, I agreed, and Cabinet also agreed, to put
in that provision.

I will certainly draw the attention of the de-
partment to the instances which have been put
up in regard to penalties and ask for any com-
ments on it, I will draw the attention of the
department to the position with regard to
Darwinia and see whether it has anything
further to add.

I thank members for their support.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (Mr Barnett)
in the Chair; Mr Davies (Minister for Conser-
vation and Land Management) in charge of the
Bill.

Clauses I to 4 put and passed.

Clause 5: Section 17B amended-

Mr GRAYDEN: I appreciate the reassurance
of the Minister in respect of clause 5, which
seeks to increase existing mandatory penalties
from $100 to $1 000. 1 cannot believe that this
is a reasonable penalty, bearing in mind the
type of offence mentioned. The Minister had
indicated other clauses where we are prepared
to accept the penalties, even though they ap-
pear to us to be excessive. He has suggested
that this is in the same category. As far as I am
concerned it is definitely not in the same
category.

In respect of one of the amendments in re-
lation to section 14 of the Act, we are talking
about extinct or rare fauna. Anyone who kills
fauna which is likely to become extinct or
which is rare-or takes it into cap-
tivity-deserves a harsh penalty. In this case
the penalty will be $1 000, and again it is
mandatory.

If a person has in his possession the skin or
carcase of any protected fauna, except where it
has been lawfully taken, he commits an offence
and thus attracts a certain penalty. There is no
room for error where the person is in pos-
session of the skin or carcase of protected
fauna. It is acceptable to have a mandatory
penalty in respect of that.
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In respect of this clause, however, we are not
talking about rare fauna, or fauna regarded as
being of consequence; we are talking about
game species only. We are talking about ducks,
geese and quail which the Minister from time
to time will permit to be shot. They are not
extinct or likely to become extinct. They are
not rare. They are simply regarded as species of
game birds, and an open season will be
declared in respect of them.

All I am saying is that if inadvertently, be-
cause a person has a clock which does not func-
tion correctly, he shoots a duck, goose or quail
two minutes before the opening of the season,
he has committed an offence and is subject to a
mandatory penalty of $1 000. This will go be-
fore a magistrate who will not take into con-
sideration the fact that in two minutes' time
the season would have been open and say,
"You will be fined $500 because there are ex-
tenuating circumstances." In every single situ-
ation he will be required to impose a fine of
$1 000, for the taking into captivity or the
shooting of rare birds or fauna which are likely
to become endangered. In those circumstances
the penalty is excessive.

I therefore propose to move an amendment.
I appreciate the Minister will oppose it, and
again I appreciate the assurance he has given
that he will ask the officers of the department
to look at this clause to see whether the penalty
is excessive. I do not think we should leave it to
officers of the department because it is so
clearly excessive.

The season is often open for several months.
These birds are not likely to become
endangered species, they are birds for which an
open season has been declared. It is only in
respect of these that I am saying a penalty of
$1 000 for every offence, whether there are ex-
tenuating circumstances or not, is too much.

We should amend the penalty to make it a
maximum penalty. At the moment the section
reads-

Penalty: One hundred dollars.

I propose to amend that to make the maximum
penalty$ $1000.

This is a relatively simple amendment. I
think members would share these views.
Mandatory penalties should be avoided
wherever possible. This is one instance where a
mandatory penalty can be avoided, and so
overcome all sorts of anomalies. Officers of the
department will not be put into the position of
having a discretion.

If the warden happens to live in a particular
locality and he knows the individuals involved
he has the discretion to decide whether they
should be charged. That is a highly undesirable
situation. We should be saying that where a
person has committed an offence he should be
charged, and then it is up to the magistrate to
decide the penalty. We do not want to put the
onus on an officer of the department to say, "If
I charge him with an offence he will be fined
$1 000, therefore I will not charge him." The
offence might have been a serious one but the
game warden will still take that attitude in
many situations. The magistrate, not the officer
of the department, should make decisions of
that kind.

We can overcome this very simply indeed by
making this a maximum penalty and not a
mandatory penalty of$l1000. I therefore move
an amend ment-

Page 2, line 25-To insert "a maximum
of " before -$1 000".

Mr DAVIES: I think I indicated my sym-
pathy towards what the member indicated he
wanted to do. It seems strange to me that we
should have a single penalty but I could not for
the life of me remember how it had been dealt
with, although we have had this argument in
this place many times before. I am grateful to
the Clerk who has brought the Interpretation
Act to me and section 70 of that Act stipu-
lates-

Where in a written law a penalty is speci-
fied in respect of an offence, that penalty is
the maximum penalty that may be
imposed for that offence.

In other words, although it says "penalty" of
$100, $10000, or whatever figure one likes,
under clause 70 of the Interpretation Act it has
been interpreted that the penalty stated shall be
the maximum so the magistrate does have the
right to impose a fine up to the quoted figure.

Mr GRAYDEN: I appreciate that that is the
case and it is very good indeed. Under the
Criminal Code and various other Acts, how-
ever, a maximum is often specified. While
there was some doubt I thought it better to
actually move the amendment.

Mr DAVIES: I was concerned about that but
I realised that if we are to go this way, we
should include in all the Acts a maximum pen-
alty regardless of what that penalty is. I think
we are pretty well protected by the Interpret-
ation Act and I thank the Clerk for the infor-
mation he provided.
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Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 6 toS8 put and passed.

Clause 9: Section 26A inserted-

Mr OLD: I accept the explanation of the
Minister regarding the necessity for the in-
crease in time to two years and I accept the
parallel between what was the Department of
Fisheries and Wildlife and is now the Depart-
ment of Conservation and Land Management.
I know that there are instances where seasonal
permits are issued, such as those for trapping
finches in the north of this State, where the
trapping occurs once a year for a limited
period. I can see the situation in which there
could be a suspected transgression of the Act by
a trapper-either an authorised trapper or an
unauthorised trapper-where a legal case could
not be made in that particular year, and it has
to carry over into the next year. While I accept
that explanation, I still feel a little uneasy about
it, as did the Minister when I happened to in-
clude that amendment in the Fisheries Act. I
cannot say I am particularly pure in this mat-
ter, having offended myself;, but I would come
back to the problem that we could face a
proliferation of amendments to Acts to achieve
this. I do not know under what Act the limi-
tation of six months is established-I think it is
the Justices Act-but it is a fairly simple
amendment to any Act to include this two
years' limit specified within which charges can
be laid.

I am not going to endeavour to amend this
clause; I just wanted to express my concern
once again. I hope that the Chamber generally
will agree that there should he no extension in
future legislation unless extenuati ng circum-
stances can be demonstrated under reasonable
argument. I accept the arguments of the Minis-
ter but I am still uneasy and I think that it is an
unease which is shared by many members.

Mr DAVIES: I will have the matter looked at
again; if the member for Katanning-Roe will be
good enough to let me read his speech when he
has checked it I will let the department have it.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 10 put and passed.

Title put and passed.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and the
report adopted.

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed from 2 1 August.

MR OLD (Katanning-Roe) (5.00 p.m.]: This
Bill represents a fairly simple amendment to an
Act which, as its name implies, was intended to
ensure that the quality of agricultural products
was accurately described and was of
sufficiently high quality for export. Over many
years problems have been experienced, particu-
larly at the Metropolitan Markets, where the
practice of topping has been adopted, and
where fruit and vegetables of an inferior quality
to that required or desired for retail have been
brought. Inspectors are employed at the Metro-
politan Markets to inspect the produce as it
arrives. Inspectors from the Health Depart-
ment of Western Australia and the Department
of Agriculture make regular checks on retail
establishments to ensure that the quality of the
produce being offered to the public meets the
specifications required.

The specifications in regard to the fruit in-
dustry are laid down each year and are the
subject of regulation and review by the Minis-
ter. A series of committees have been set up
over many years to monitor the standard of
different types of fruit. Nectarines, apricots,
and all sorts of other fruit have various specifi-
cations in regard to size, etc. The previous
practice has worked quite well, but it is
probably a little cumbersome. However, it has
ensured that the amount of inferior fruit and
vegetables which goes onto the market is mini-
mal.

Obviously the aim of the different organis-
ations-for instance, the Fruit and Vegetable
Growers Association and the Fruit Growers
Association-is to ensure the best possible re-
turns for their members' efforts in the industry.
To do this they have to grow the right type of
produce and to ensure that it is marketed prop-
erly. We hear of cases of people harvesting their
lettuce in the evening rather than in the morn-
ing, and this sort of thing. People are forever
experimenting with ways by which they can
produce a product which will have the edge on
the normal mun-of-the-mill products, and this
practice is beneficial to the industry and should
be encouraged. In fact, it is encouraged by the
experimental work of the horticultural section
of the Department of Agriculture, which is ever
alert to the necessity of ensuring that packing
methods are kept up to date.
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Our plant breeders are particularly con-
cerned to ensure that different varieties of fruit
and variations in varieties which will improve
the quality of certain types of fruit are
experimented with. It was always an experience
for me to go to Stoneville, for instance, or to
the experimental station at Manjimup to see
the work that went on in the fruit industry.

Some people believe that an orchardist growsan apple tree and that is the end of it. An
enormous amount of work has gone on, for
instance, in both Stoneville and Manjimup, in
regard to the trellising of apple trees. It seemed
quite an impossible task to take an apple tree
and virtually make a grape vine out of it. When
apple trees are trellised, a worker can either
walk underneath the trellis and pick the fruit
or, as is the case in experimental work here and
in New Zealand, it can be mechanically
harvested. I watched the mechanical harvesting
of fruit in New Zealand, and it was done very
efficiently. These experiments go on all the
time.

The Minister has brought forward this Bill at
the request of the Fruit Growers Association
which passed a resolution last year at its annual
conference that the various committees be
disbanded and that the association be respon-
sible for the setting of standards within the
fruit growing industry. Knowing that the WA
Fruit Growers Association is ever alert to the
necessity to provide quality products, I have no
quarrel whatsoever with this concept.

Of course, I took the precaution of checking
with the WA Fruit Growers Association to en-
sure that this Bill met the association's request.
I was assured that it does.

I therefore advise that the Opposition is pre-
pared to support the Bill in its present form.

MR EVANS (Warren-Minister for
Agriculture) (5.07 p.m.]: I thank the member
for Katanning-Roe for the support that he has
offered for this measure. His remarks are quite
apposite, particularly with regard to the need
for quality control.

One of the factors emerging in the horticul-
tural industry is the need to establish quality,
and this applies particularly with regard to the
export product. The post-harvest treatment of
horticultural products is therefore of the ut-
most importance.

The rule of thumb of the table grape growers
of the Swan is that every hour in which a
product can be put into the cool store rep-
resents an additional day's shelf life at the
other end of the export market. For this reason

it is becoming recognised generally that quality
control is something that must come. The pro-
ducers themselves recognise this. The sugges-
tion put forward by the Emuit Growers Associ-
ation is the way to go. It is the way in which the
growers will become more closely involved,
and they will generate a greater appreciation of
quality. I look forward to this being a fairly
important measure in a quiet sort of way in the
years ahead.

I thank the Opposition for its support of this
Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment, and the re-
port adopted.

Third Reading
Leave granted to proceed forthwith to the

third reading.
Bill read a third time, on motion by Mr

Evans (Minister for Agriculture), and
transmitted to the Council.

CONTRACEPTIVES AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading
Debate resumed from 21 August.
MRt THOMPSON (Kalamunda) [5. 10 p.m.]:

The Opposition has resolved to treat this mat-
ter on a non-party basis. The members on this
side of the House will have a free vote. The
Premier seems to find some amusement in
that, but there is a great difference between the
Liberal Party and the Australian Labor Party,
especially on questions of morality. Members
of the Labor Party can be vehemently opposed
to a proposal but are forced, by their party
rules, to vote for that proposal.

Mr Bri.an Burke: You would be surprised. I
have difficulty getting people to attend party
meetings.

Mr THOMPSON: The Premier may have
difficulty in getting members to attend meet-
ings but, whether they do Or not, they are
obliged to do precisely what the majority of
members decide at a meeting.

Mr Watt: Even in their absence.
Mr THOMPSON: Of course.
The House, therefore, is about to hear my

reaction to the Bill and not the party's reaction.
It is obvious that the community, for many
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years, has considered the question of displaying
condoms and other contraceptive devices as
being something which is not acceptable except
in chemist shops. Indeed, it has only been since
1972 that chemists have been able to display
them. Until 1972 contraceptive devices were
kept under the counter, and then only in chem-
ist shops. Since 1972 it has been possible for
pharmacists in this State to display them and to
sell them.

We understand the reason for the Govern-
ment's introducing this legislation. However, it
is rather a ham-fisted way, in my view, of
reaching an objective. It seems strange to me
that the Government would go to such trouble
in setting up another Qango to handle contra-
ceptives. At this time, Governments are trying
to reduce the size of government but, in this
case, the Government is establishing another
Qango and there is no evidence that it will ever
be phased out. It will be another statutory body
which will be required to be serviced by a sec-
retariat which will cost the taxpayers money.
All that will be achieved will be that contracep-
tives will be able to be sold in places other than
pharmacies.

I am aware that the task force on AIDS has
recommended that condoms be more freely
available in the community. It is because of
that recommendation that the Government has
introduced this legislation.

Leave granted to continue speech at a later
stage of the sitting.

Debate thus adjourned.

[Questions taken.j
Sitting suspended from 6. 0110o 7.15 p.m.

BILLS (2): MESSAGES
Appropriations

Messages from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriations for the pur-
poses of the following Bills-

I . Construction Industr Portable Paid
Long Service Leave Bill.

2. Fire Brigades Amendment Hill.

CONTRACEPTIVES AMENDMENT BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed from an earlier stage of the
sitting.

MR THOMPSON (Kalamunda) [7.17 p.m.]:
The community's interest in the question of
contraceptives has been expressed over a long
period and it has been assessed by the legis-

lators that that interest is best served by contra-
ceptives not being generally displayed and eas-
ily available.

There are many people in the community
who will be saddened by the Bill currently be-
fore Parliament, and many of those people are
from church groups or are conservative people
within the community who will be offended by
what is taking place with this Bill. There are
many who would say that although they recog-
nise the dangers inherent in the presence of
AIDS in our community, another approach
should be adopted to the question of
controlling AIDS, and that is an approach
which would involve abstinence of sexual con-
tact. It is important that their opinions be
expressed in this Parliament. I have been
contacted by several groups, church groups and
the like, who have suggested to me that the
enactment of this legislation will encourage
increased promiscuity and would increase the
risk of spreading AIDS.

I do not necessarily subscribe to that view
but I have sympathy for those people in the
community who express that view. It is
interesting to note when one looks at the in-
terpretation both in the Bill and the parent Act
that "contraceptive" relates to all forms of con-
traceptive devices, not only condoms. It is the
use of condoms which is suggested as one of the
means by which the spread of AIDS will be
prevented. It seems to me that the Minister and
the Government's purposes would be better
served if the Bill referred only to condoms,
because if one looks at the interpretation of
"contraceptive" one will see that it covers a
whole range of contraceptive devices. I can see
no bar to the pill being available over hotel
bars.

Mr H-odge: You have to have a prescription,
as those substances in the pill are available only
by prescription and cannot be sold like that. It
is a poison.

Mr THOMPSON: That is covered under
another Act. There are other contraceptive de-
vices which would be sold by these additional
outlets.

Mr Hodge: No, I am trying to find the clause;
.1 am sure there is a prohibition in the Bill.

Mr THOMPSON: It seems to me from my
reading of the Bill there are other contraceptive
devices which could be sold which would ren-
der the users liable to the danger of AIDS as
much as using no contraceptive device at all. I
believe the Bill is defective in that it does not
specifically refer to condoms.
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I note that the only reason for the introduc-
tion of the legislation is to prevent the spread
of AIDS. We should be doing all we can in the
community to minimise the impact of this
scourge. I am told by a number of people in the
medical profession that the condition will have
a dramatic impact on our society, and that we
should leave no stone unturned to try to pre-
vent it. So in that respect I personally support
the endeavours; of the Government in taking
those steps which the AIDS Task Force and
others in the medical profession regard as
necessary to prevent the spread of AIDS. For
that reason alone I support the proposition that
condoms be more readily available in the com-
munity.

I do not believe the way in which the
Government is doing it is appropriate. I think
the Government will find it very difficult to get
people to apply for the right to sell condoms. It
is not as though there will be a huge profit
margin, and I would be very surprised if many
retailers were prepared to apply to the
department for the right to sell them.

I noted with interest that one leading
national retailer with many outlets in this
State-I think it was G.J. Coles & Co.
Ltd.-has said publicly it will not be putting
these items on the shelves of its supermarkets. I
just wonder who will. Will the corner deli make
application to sell them? I very much doubt it.
There will be a lot of resistance, and many
people in the community-the conservative
people to whom I referred earlier-will put
some pressure on shopkeepers to ensure that
they do not display and sell contraceptive de-
vices.

Mr Taylor: Do you think it is offensive to
display these sorts of things?

Mr THOMPSON: Not only do I think so, but
also society has regarded it as offensive. That is
why this legislation was first enacted.

Mr Taylor: On what date?
Mr THOMPSON: In 1939. If it is not still

regarded as offensive why is the Government
being so coy about releasing these items now?

Mr Davies: Have you been into a chemist
shop lately?

Mr THOMPSON: Yes.
Mr Davies: They display them openly.
Mr THOMPSON: Not many of them do. Let

us pursue the point made by the member. He is
saying that it is acceptable to the community
that there should not be any shyness about
displaying and selling contraceptives. If that is

the case why is the Government mucking
around setting up a QANGO to determine
which shop can sell and which cannot? Why
not do what is done in other pants of the world
as my teenage daughters told me when they
came back from Europe, where these things are
available in slot machines, in toilets and on
railway stations, and public places? If the
Government is So sure this does not offend
people in the community, why does the legis-
lation not allow contraceptives to be sold in
slot machines?

Mr Taylor: Don't put words in my mouth. I
did not say that. I asked whether you found it
offensive.

Mr THOMPSON: The intention of the
remark was to convey that the member thought
they were not offensive.

Mr Taylor: You are reading much more into
it than I intended.

Mr THOMPSON: Some people in the com-
munity will be offended by the passage of this
legislation. It is because the Government
knows that to be the case that it has gone to all
this stupid paraphemnalia of setting up a com-
mittee consisting of this person and that person
and paying them money to meet and determine
who shall or shall not sell French letters. What
a lot of nonsense!

Mr Davies: Move that that committee be de-
leted if you feel that way.

Mr THOMPSON: It is the Govern ment's
legislation.

Mr Davies: You are allowed to move to
amend it.

Mr THOMPSON: It is the Government's
legislation.

Mr Davies: It is an old tradition in the Par-
liament.

Mr THOMPSON: I have said I will be per-
sonally offended by these things going on the
shelves of shops.

M r Davies: You will or will not be offended?
Mr THOMPSON: I will be offended. Is the

Minister saying they are not offensive?
Mr Davies: Absolutely not. I do not find

them offensive.
Mr THOMPSON: The Minister must make

up his mind.
Mr Davies: I have never found them offen-

sive.
Mr THOMPSON: Does the Minister believe

they should be freely available and sold by any-
one?
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Mr Davies: I believe that is what it will come
to eventually, as is happening in Europe ac-
cording to what your daughters told you.

Mr THOMPSON: The Minister is conceding
the point I made-there are people in the com-
munity who are conservative and will be
offended.

Mr Davies: That is why the legislation is
framed in this way-to try to strike a balance
between them. I have told you my personal
view.

Mr THOMPSON: The Government is using
taxpayers' money to try to get itself off a fairly
embarrassing hook.

Mr Davies: Sex is definitely here to stay.
Mr THOMPSON: I understand so.
Mr Hodge: What is the "embarrassing

hook"?
Mr THOMPSON: The Government has gone

part of the way to making condoms freely avail-
able. It is embarrassing to those people who
find it embarrassing to buy them.

Mr Hodge: The legislation is not addressed at
relieving embarrassment.

Mr THOMPSON: It is a means of making
them more freely available.

Mr Hodge: It is a public health measure and
it is not aimed at relieving embarrassment.

Mr THOMPSON: The Government is trying
to make them more freely available.

Mr Davies: A chemist who has a big shop in
Victoria Park said that he had to move them
from one place to another because people were
pinching them. He said he was quite amazed at
how both males and females sought advice on
various types and methods of contraception.

Mr THOMPSON: If the Minister for Conser-
vation and Land Management is referring to
the shop I think he is, it is the only shop I have
been into which actually displays them.

Mr Taylor: No, that is not right.
Mr THOMPSON: I have not undertaken a

comprehensive survey, but I am telling
Government members that the chemist shop to
which the Minister referred is the only shop
that I have ever been into in my life that has
them on display.

Mr Davies: You might have to search for
them in other shops because they are not
patently obvious. Sometimes they are amongst
toothpaste and other odds and ends. It really

proves the point that they are available, but
you have not noticed them. Nobody is really
offended.

The SPEAKER: Order! I ask the member to
come back to the point.

Mr THOMPSON: I am talking about
condoms; the Minister for Conservation and
Land Management is talking about toothpaste!

Mr Burkett: There is a difference.
M r Davies: 1 know the difference.
Several members interjected.
Mr THOMPSON: It is inevitable that there

will be a little bit of levity when a Bill such as
this is discussed in this House. It is a matter
which is of great concern to the Opposition.
The basic reason the Government has brought
the legislation to this House is the great risk
that AIDS presents to the community. The
Government is simply enacting the legislation
that has been recommended by the AIDS Task
Force.

Many steps need to be taken in regard to the
question of AIDS and hopefully I will have the
opportunity next week to introduce a Bill that I
have foreshadowed and which has been read a
first time in this House which deals a little
more deeply with the question of AIDS. I hope
the Government will be as enthusiastic about
supporting that measure as it is about support-
ing this measure.

Mr Taylor: Did you see the debate the other
night on "Pressure Point"?

Mr THOMPSON: No, I did not.
Mr Taylor: It would be worth going to the

library and viewing the videotape of it.
Mr THOMPSON: The member for

Kalgoorlie had better tell Neville Wran to view
it also.

Mr Taylor: I know that.
Mr THOMPSON: There are times that the

Parliament needs to take action which is con-
trary to the views held by some people and that
is what is happening with this legislation. A lot
of people in the community will not support
the legislation before the Parliament and there
are a number of members in this House-I
suggest that there are some from the Govern-
ment side-who do not support this legislation.

Mr Davies: You have not heard anyone say
so. I do not think I would be betraying any
confidences if I said there was no opposition in
the party room.
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Mr THOMPSON: Is the Minister for Conser-
vation and Land Management sure that no-one
from his side of the House opposes the legis-
lation?

Mr Davies: The Minister for Health will
probably tell you.

Mr THOMPSON: That is interesting because
there are some members on this side of the
House who do not support the legislation.

Mr Davies: That is understandable. The very
nature of the party you represent would cause
us to accept that.

Several members interjected.
Mr THOMPSON: There is not much more I

can say about the legislation except to reiterate
that I believe the Government has gone about
introducing this measure, which is undertaken
for a specific and very serious reason, in a ham-
fisted way.

The legislation should be more specific and it
should deal solely with condoms and not with
other forms of contraceptive devices. The
Government will find that the legislation will
become the starting point of a complete-

Mr Davies: Are you advocating no change?
Mr THOMPSON: No, I am not advocating

that there be no change. I have told the House
that I reluctantly support that pant of the
Government's thrust that is designed to make
condoms more freely available in the com-
munity because it is seen by the AIDS Task
Force as being a means of reducing the spread
of AIDS. For that specific reason alone I sup-
port it. However, I do not support the way i n
which the Government has gone about the
legislation and I do not support the concept
that all contraceptive devices may be made
available through these increased outlets.

Mr Davies: You do not believe in freedom of
choice?

Mr THOMPSON: A number of people in the
community will be offended by this legislation
and the Government should have shown a little
more sensitivity in the way in which it has
handled the legislation.

MR CLARKO (Karrinyup) [7.38 p.m.]: I am
strongly opposed to this measure. The
statement by the Minister in his second reading
speech in support of the measure does not
stand up. He said-

The purpose of this Bill is to amend the
Contraceptives Act to allow more retail
outlets to sell condoms and so encourage
their greater use as a preventive health
measure to lessen the spread of AIDS.

It is my opinion that if AIDS did not exist there
would be many members on the Government
benches who would still like to see a greatly
widened availability of condoms.

The Minister for Conservation and Land
Management said a moment ago when my col-
league, the member for Kalamunda, was speak-
ing that he was not surprised that some mem-
bers from this side of the House may take a
different view to this legislation from members
on his side of the House. I agree with that
statement because he and his colleagues who
were in the Parliament at the time when the
now Minister for Education introduced a Hill
to legitimise homosexuality voted for it. Very
few members from this side of the House voted
for that legislation. I certainly did not vote for
it because I regard homosexuality as a grossly
irresponsible act and until the day that I die I
will oppose it. I regard it as a filthy act. It is
contrary to the normal nature of man. I do not
mind anyone saying that I am totally Wrong for
making such a statement because it is my view.

I believe Professor Penington and the weak
reeds around him have taken a very soft atti-
tude to AIDS, saying, "Just a minute; let us be
careful" and all the rest of it. As far as I am
concerned the people who choose to involve
themselves regularly in homosexual acts de-
serve what they cop.

It has been said that only homosexuals will
contract AIDS. I invite those people who be-
lieve that to read Time magazine of early
August which had an excellent article on this
matter. It set down specific details in respect of
those people who contracted AIDS in the
United States of America. From memory
I 1 000 males and about 800 females had con-
trated AIDS at the time of that publication. It
was stated that something in the order of over
70 Per cent of the males who contracted AIDS
were homosexuals and intravenous drug users
were over 90 per cent. I have no sympathy for
either of those groups, but I do have great sym-
pathy for the three or four haemophiliac babies
in Queensland who received blood transfusions
which caused their deaths.

I have great sympathy for those four babies,
their parents and all those associated with
them. I have great sympathy for the family that
was photographed in that edition of Time
magazine. There was a man, his wife and two
children. The husband was a haemophiliac who
contracted AIDS as a result of a blood
transfusion. He had normal sexual relations
with his wife who was pregnant at the time. She
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also contracted AIDS as did the child with
which she was pregnant at the time. Three out
of four persons in that family contracted AIDS
through no fault of their own. I have sympathy
for them, but not for those filthy people who
are homosexuals. I have no sympathy for those
weak people who intravenously take drugs and
have contracted AIDS in that way.

Anyone is entitled to say that what I am
saying is nonsense. That is their view, but this
viewpoint is mine.

Mr Barnett: How did those 4 000 women get
it?

Mr CLARKO: They got it in different ways. I
will be happy to show the member the article so
that he can see how these women acquired
AIDS. Many of them acquired it through
heterosexual activities with people who were
primarily members of those two groups; that is,
they were homosexuals or intravenous drug
users. That is how the women of society con-
tract AIDS. They should be particularly con-
cerned because that is the most common way
for them to contract it. I think something like
80 per cent of women with AIDS contracted it
through heterosexual acts with those two
classes.

This legislation is a sham. Many people ad-
vise people on matters of contraception. I refer
in particular to the Family Planning Associ-
ation. I totally agree with my leader's rejection
of that stupid, asinine, filthy, objectionable
Condo the Clown. That particular campaign is
doing nothing to make people more reasonable
in their sexual practices. It makes a farce of our
society. Other legislation before Parliament
uses the term "sexual penetration" instead of
"1rape". I resent the use of those words. The
Victorians now use them. I do not think that
will all the skills of semantics and linguistics we
have in this society that is the way to describe
these acts in our newspapers. Surely we can use
a different term. We will have people
defecating on the floor of this House if we con-
tinue down this track.

Government members are trying to say that
we should make condoms much more readily
available. As my colleague, the member for
Kalamunda has said, if that is so why have all
the restrictions in this legislation? Why have a
committee to issue permits outlining where and
when condoms will be sold? If it is appropriate
and natural that condoms be all over the place,
even to the extent of having a couple of
vending machines on the Table of the House,
why do we need such a committee? In this

legislation the Government undermines its ar-
gument with all these qualifications. The argu-
ment has no substance.

if it is true that it is a natural, normal thing
for people to look at packages of condoms and
that it is appropriate for those packages to he
anywhere and everywhere, why does a permit
need to be obtained? Why legislate to define
public places and why ban vending machines?
Let us come right to the point: The Govern-
ment believes that it is essential for our society
to have condoms freely available so that every-
one can see them and that anybody who
suggests that they might be embarrassed about
looking at condoms or machines that sell them
is very stupid and foolish. If the Government
believed that it would have vending machines,
as in France, in the toilets and railway stations.
But the Government is not dinkum. If its argu-
ments stood up that is what it would advocate.
The Government is not advocating that. It is
having two bob each way. If AIDS did not
exist, the Government would support a system
whereby every corner shop, delicatessen and
the like sold these products.

At present condoms are sold in pharmacies.
It has been suggested by way of a rationale for
this legislation that there are not enough
pharmacies or chemist shops around. My
understanding of the development of the sub-
urbs of Perth is that every shopping centre of
any size has a pharmacy which sells not only
condoms, but also everything else possible for
it to retail. There are rules and restraints on the
advertising and selling of condoms. Some of
those restraints are being deliberately built into
the legislation before us.

I am absolutely amazed by the "play it
down" approach that has been taken through-
out Australia by Professor Penington and his
colleagues. They hope that the AIDS diseases
will go away if we do not talk about it. A few
monthis ago the daughter of a friend of mine
was to go into the hospital. I told my friend
that he looked a bit worried. He said that his
daughter was going into the hospital and would
certainly have to have a blood transfusion. He
was concerned about what might happen be-
cause he had just read about people within
Australia and overseas dying as a result of
blood transfusions. That person had not by any
deliberate act of his or his daughter got into
position whereby they should be subjected to
the evils and fatalities that result from this
group of homosexuals and intravenous drug
users. Those two groups form the overwhelm-
ing majority of people involved in the acqui-
sition of AIDS.
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The legislation before us recognises the need
to control AIDS by saying that high risk groups
should use condoms. It intimates that if we put
condoms under the noses of those groups they
will use them, thus inhibiting the spread of
AIDS. I put it to the House that these people
are most irresponsible. That is why they fall
into the categories of homosexuals and intrave-
nous drug users. Such highly irresponsible
people will not take a responsible course. By
falling into those categories they show them-
selves to be grossly irresponsible people who
will not take any care in this particular matter.
There have been allegations that some of these
people have deliberately given blood in order
to stir up the system.

We have before us an epidemic. A person
was interviewed a month or so ago on
Australian Broadcasting Corporation tele-
vision. The interviewer was a woman who was
formerly in Perth; I cannot think of her name
at present. She asked the person who was trying
to play down the spread of AIDS a question
about it. He replied that he did not wish it to be
talked about like that as it only scared people.
She asked him to define an epidemic. He did
so. She then asked whether that was what AIDS
was and if so why we did not refer to it as such.
He said that to do so would scare people. We
are getting into the Russian situation of not
telling people what we do not want them to
know.

Mr Hassell: Newspeak.
Mr CLARKO: Yes. That is the present

position. I reject entirely the argument for this
legislation; namely, that if condoms are much
more freely available to AIDS carriers we will
inhibit the spread of this dreaded disease or
epidemic that confronts us at present. I repeat
that these people are grossly irresponsible.
They are the last people in the world who will
react to a responsible programmrne. In ad-
dition there is nothing to prevent 90 per cent of
those who acquire AIDS from going along to a
pharmacy where these products are freely avail-
able. There are hundreds of such pharmacies
throughout this State.

I do not think there is any argument to sup-
port the Bill-certainly there is no scientific
argument, and the Minister has not been able
to produce one for us. If this were a carefully
considered measure one would have thought he
could have quoted an example of a State in the
United States which had brought in legislation
like this and which had been able to reduce the
number of cases of AIDS by such and such a

percentage. If we were to pass legislation of that
type, he might suggest some logical basis on
which we should do so; if we are going to use a
scientific basis.

The largest State in Australia is led by the
leader of the Australian Labor Party, Neville
Wran, an outstanding politician who is
recognised by all sides of politics and who has
made it very clear to all the people in his State
that he does not support the type of legislation
which is before us tonight.

There is a great deal of two-facedness on the
part of the Government in this proposal. There
will be more retail outlets for condoms. If this
legislation goes through, what proportion of the
people who buy these additional condoms be-
cause they are more freely available will be
people at risk of contracting AIDS? What pro-
portion will be purchased by ordinary men and
women? It would be interesting to find out.

If only a minute proportion of the extra
condoms sold because they are freely available
go to the "at risk" people, and the majority of
the extra sales are made to other people, then I
will use the introductory lines of the Minister
for Health and query whether we are doing this
because we have been asked to do so by Pro-
fessor Penington and the Commonwealth
AIDS Task Force.

Our society is changing by the day, and in
many ways it is changing for the worse. When I
see on my television set advertisements of de-
vices to assist women with their menstrual
periods and so on, frankly I feel they are inap-
propriate. It does not horrify me, it is not the
end of the world, but I do not think it does
anything for our society.

We will finish up like France, which has uri-
nals in the streets where one can see legs and all
the rest of it. In one famous film a gentleman
was standing in the urinal holding the hand of
his girlfriend who was standing outside. That is
acceptable in France, but I do not think it is
acceptable behaviour here. It made a witty
film, but that is not the moral standard of the
people of Perth. If anyone wants to advocate
that as their standard, that is their business. I
am diametrically opposed to it.

The prime cause of the expansion in the
number of cases of AIDS is homosexuality. The
figures shown in Time magazine prove that.
Every member opposite who was here when the
Minister for Planning introduced his Bill to
legalise homosexuality has a very soft, easygo-
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ing, compromising view in regard to homosex-
uals. Members opposite hold an entirely differ-
enit view from mine.

I am not surprised that members opposite
should introduce legislation designed to help
these sonts of people who are supportive or
associates of homosexuals. To a man-I do not
think there was a woman on that side in those
days-all members opposite voted for that
legislation. That should be to their dying
shame. But so be it, if members opposite think
that is the proper course to take. Is that why
they are introducing this legislation. To protect
those people? It will not achieve that. It will
achieve some expansion in the sale of
condoms, but mainly to people who are not in
the "at risk" group.

If members opposite take a diametrically op-
posite view to mine, that is their privilege. The
view I hold is, and always has been, that homo-
sexuality is a filthy and despicable thing. If one
studies history, one sees that most of the
countries and communities where homosexu-
ality is a major part of the sexual activity of
that community, have been at the lowest level
in terms of achievement, culture, respect, and
so on. That is my reading of history. That is my
view. I am entitled to hold it, and I am entitled
to speak out as vigorously as I wish. The stat-
istics support my argument.

When members opposite introduced the
legislation to legalise homosexuality a few years
ago I put forward the argument that they were
supportive of incest because the Minister for
Planning, as he is now, said that what people
do sexually in the privacy of their bedrooms is
their own business. I got up shortly afterwards
and asked whether the Minister supported in-
cest. He became angry and said he did not.
Incest is an act like that; it is performed in the
privacy of a bedroom.

Several members interjected.
Mr CLARKO: I challenge the Minister to

deny it because that is what he said. The Minis-
ter said that what a person does sexually in the
privacy of his own bedroom is his own affair
and the State should not take any part in that.

I said, "Do you support incest which logi-
cally flows from that, because that is a sexual
activity which is conducted in your own bed-
room?"

Mr Pearce: You can be in favour of sexual
intercourse but not rape.

Mr CLARKO: That follows logically.
Mr Pearce: Not logically at all.

Mr CLARKO: The Minister said sexual ac-
tivity, he did not say "excluding incest." If he
were intellectually sound he should have said,
"apart from incest." He did not say that.

Of all the members in the Parliament, the
Minister was the only one of those here to go to
the trouble of bringing in a Bill to make this
filthy, reprehensible act legal in this State. For-
tunately that measure did not succeed in this
House.

Interestingly, a similar Bill has not been
brought forward by this Government of which
the Minister is a part. I do not know whether he
has changed his mind and no longer believes in
the expansion of homosexuality.

I am not talking about the Minister's sexual
planning, but his other planning is disgraceful.
He could not even plan to get to the Padhury
Hall in time! He did not know where it was. He
is not the sort of person I would have planning
anything. It is a wonder he does not have 20
children!

I conclude on this note: Here we have legis-
lation speciously put in front of us as an argu-
ment for seeking to reduce the incidence of
AIDS in our community. The interjections
from the Minister for Conservation and Land
Management were not about the question of
AIDS, and nor were the interjections by the
member for Kalgoorlie. They were saying,
"What is wrong with having packets of
condoms put in front of the noses of various
people in whatever shop it is, a chemist shop,
or a grocery shop?" They were not arguing that
condoms should be freely available because of
AIDS; they were saying, "What is wrong with
it?" They were implying that if anybody
thought it was offensive for these things to be
in a retail shop there was something wrong with
him.

That is not what this measure purports to do.
It is saying that if we have more outlets at
which people can purchase condoms, this will
reduce the spread of AIDS. The Government
has put forward no argument for this proposal.

The people who use condoms, I assume, are
responsible people in the sense that they want
to reduce or eliminate the possibility of a child
resulting from an act in intercourse. I am trying
to say that I do not regard homosexuals or
intravenous drug users as responsible people.
So that sort of responsibility will not work with
them. It is like trying to stop a person thieving
by putting thousands of gold coins in front of
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him and saying there are so many gold coins he
will stop thieving. That does not work. He will
take all the coins away in a big bag.

The Minister has not proved his point i n
regard to the proposal. There is no evidence
that AIDS will be reduced if condoms are more
freely available. The Minister has not produced
one example of any country or town in the
world where this measure has been introduced
with that result.

In addition, he does not believe the argu-
ment, as used by the Minister for Conservation
and Land Management that there is nothing
wrong with having condoms in front of every-
body, because he has a whole series of restric-
tions to prevent them from being available in
every retail outlet. He wants to Set up a com-
mittee under this legislation to which one will
have to apply for a permit to display condoms,
a permit which can be taken away from one.

If the condoms are sold in a way not accept-
able to this committee, the permit will be with-
drawn. The Minister has not said what grounds
there will be for withdrawing the permit, but
that is what is in the legislation.

I strongly oppose this legislation.
MR GRAYDEN (South Perth) [8.01 p.m.]: I

am sorry to find myself at loggerheads with my
colleague, the member for Karninyup, but I
strongly support the Bill. I see absolutely no
reason why condoms and other contraceptives
should not be freely available. We in Western
Australia live in a relatively enlightened so-
ciety. We see on television relatively explicit
sexual scenes. The same applies in respect of
videos, and in some sections of the Press. In
those circumstances we in Western Australia
should be going out of our way to make contra-
ceptives as freely available as possible because,
after all, we live in a permissive society. We
want to reduce the incidence of AIDS, nat-
urally. We want to reduce the incidence of her-
pes, of venereal disease, and of all diseases
which are caught because of sexual relations.

It is patently absurd in those circumstances
for a permissive society to deny sections of the
population access to contraceptives. I will say
immediately that I share the views of the mem-
ber for Karrinyup in respect of homosexuality.
I can assure him of that wholeheartedly. In the
AlE, in which I served for five years, I saw the
depth of feeling against homosexuals, which
was such that on the ships taking troops from
Western Australia to the Middle East, if homo-
sexuals managed to get on board, they were
immediately thrown overboard. I might add

that they were not on board as members of the
AIF, but as troops who were escorting the
troops from Perth to the Middle East and
coming back. There was absolutely no homo-
sexuality in the AlE-the homosexuals would
not have survived; they would have been
disposed of. That was the depth of feeling
against homosexuals at that time.

Mr Davies: I think it still exists with one of
your colleagues.

Mr GRAYDEN: I can assure the Minister
that the Australian troops would not tolerate
homosexuals, and that was the treatment they
received-straight overboard, no argument, no
conversation, no court martials, nor anything
else. I am certain they did not join the AIFR
Possibly they joined the navy!

Mr Crane: Fair go!
Mr GRAYDEN: Condoms are not some-

thing that emerged with the technological age.
They have been with us for a relatively long
time.

Mr Bryce: Low tech!
The SPEAKER: Order!
Mr GRAYDEN: I can recall being in some of

the big cities in the Middle East. There, of
course, they have huge brothels. There are a
tremendous number of people in the army who
would not be seen dead within miles of a
brothel.

Mr Pearce: They didn't become officers,
then.

Mr GRAYDEN: It fell to our lot at times to
be delegated to act as pickets in those places in
order to maintain law and order. In the 2/16th
infantry battalion we had a band unit compris-
ing Salvation Army personnel-people who
were in the Salvation Army but who joined the
army and gravitated into this band unit within
the 2/16th battalion. Naturally, they were
required to carry rifles or other arms and play
their part in the activities of the battalion, but
when they were not so engaged they played in a
band unit. They were frequently chosen to
picket brothels in various pants of the Middle
East. As an officer, I can recall being in charge
of these pickets and going into these huge
brothels, and I can assure members that I cer-
tainly would not have been seen dead in any of
them except in those circumstances. I was
required to go into them and post the pickets at
various pants, and it was their task to maintain
order. I recall a situation where, in honror, we
would count 80 people going through one
room, and that sort of thing. But I can also
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recall that in those places they had huge ban-
ners on the walls on which there was the mess-
age, "Wear a condom, laddie," because of the
tremendous incidence of venereal disease in
the Middle East. It was an absolute necessity in
situations like that where an army was
involved, and it applied to all the armies of the
world.

It stands to reason that if it became necessary
in situations like that-and that was 45 years.
ago-it is equally necessary today when we
have an infinitely more permissive society than
ever before.

Today we have the spectre of AIDS, somne-
thing which was unknown at that time. We
have herpes, again completely unknown at that
time. We have strains of venereal disease which
are resistant to penicillin and the various anti-
biotics that are used today. In 'he circum-
stances I think it is absolutely impera.tive thiha
We go out Of OUr way to make condoms as
freely available as is possible.

In addition to reducing the incidence of dis-
ease, the use of condoms will minimise the
need for abortions. I am against abortion on
demand, and I would like to see a situation
where it is reduced to an absolute minimum
One way in which this can be achieved is, of
course, to use contraceptives of this kind and
make them freely available.

It is for that reason that I support the Bill.
MR BRADSHAW (Murray-Wellington)

[8.09 p.m.]: I also support the Bill, though not
necessarily because I believe that making
condoms more available throughout the com-
munity will stop the spread of AIDS. I believe
that sex is a natural thing which takes place in
the community. It is something we all learn to
live with. We all know that it takes place.

I do not believe that allowing condoms to be
sold throughout the community will mean a
restriction on the spread of AIDS. There might
be a slight downturn for a short time because it
is a topical subject and people have a great fear.
They feel that when going out and doing things
they perhaps should not, and mixing with pros-
titutes or having homosexual relationships, by
using condoms they will stop the spread of
AIDS. However, in the long-term they will get
Over this fear and become a little more blase
about the fact. Therefore in the long-term the
sale of condoms wii not have any real effect in
stopping the sprea2 L; AIDS.

Condoms should De more readily available.
At present people experience a fair degree of
embarrassment when purchasing these types of

products. Contraception is a fact of life and I
believe that by making condoms more readily
available people will perhaps become less sensi-
tive and less embarrassed about purchasing
them, and that is probably the main reason for
my support of this Bill.

It is interesting to note that the Government
has called on the vice girls to assist as recorded
in an article in The Australian of 24 August,
which reads as follows-

The State Government is taking special
measures to combat the spread of AIDS.

It has asked doctors who screen prosti-
tutes to insist that their clients wear
condoms for protection against the deadly
disease.

Most call girls would be interested in having
their clients wear condoms because they are
lust as concerned about contracting a venereal
disease or AIDS as are their clients. In The
Western Mail of 7 and 8 September it is
interesting to read one prostitute's letter to the
editor as follows-

I agree with your August
"Condom call to vice girls".
about a plea to clients?

24 article
But what

I am a Prostitute who would be happy to
pay the 20 or 30 dollars a week it would
cost me to provide each client with a
condom.

But they will not wear them. The excuses
are many and the ignorance is appalling.

Do they think it cannot happen to them?
Are five minutes of pleasure worth the risk
of contracting a fatal infection?

Sooner or later a Perth prostitute will be
diagnosed as having AIDS and she will
have passed it on to many men who, in
turn, will infect other women.

The main reason that many prostitutes' clients
are not prepared to wear condoms is because
obviously they do not gain the same amount of
satisfaction with condoms, and, let us face it,
people go to prostitutes for one reason, and
that is for pleasure and satisfaction.

Those people with a responsible attitude will
stop going to prostitutes and perhaps bisexual
people will also act responsibly and will look
for homosexual partners, so the people who
will continue to carry on in this way gener-
ally-I do not mean everyone-will not use
condoms and I therefore believe the oppor-
tunity Will remain for AIDS to spread. It is a
fact of life that we do have sex, and it is very
important that condoms should be readily
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available in the community. Being a
pharmacist, I have had a reasonable amount of
experience with the sale of these products and I
know it is quite embarrassing for many people
to purchase them. I am not sure that these
people will overcome their embarrassment by
purchasing them at the local grocery shop or
corner store, but this Bill gives them another
opportunity to purchase them in a situation
where they may feel more comfortable, and this
opportunity should be available to them. There
is no reason in the world that their sale should
be restricted.

Condoms were originally introduced many
years ago and one of their mnain purposes was
to prevent the spread of venereal disease. They
have since been used for contraceptive pur-
poses as well as for preventing venereal disease.
I suppose over the years the use of condoms
has become more a means of contraception
rather than a barrier to contracting a venereal
disease.

I support the Bill. I certainly do not support
the idea of another QANGO or committee to
decide who will be able to sell condoms. The
sale of condoms should be open to anyone who
wishes to sell them. Condoms are not danger-
ous in any way. They are not harnful as is the
contraceptive pill. They will not cause any
physical defect to anyone and because of these
factors they should be readily available without
people having to worry about going to a
specific place in order to purchase them. We all
have this mentality that we should try to hide
the means of contraception, but they should be
brought out in the open. The more open we are
about this matter, the easier it will be for
people to overcome their embarrassment.

Apart from the establishment of a QANGO
or committee to which people will apply in
order to be able to sell these products, I support
the Bill.

MR HODGE (Melville-Minister for
Health) [8.15 p.m.]: I want to thank all mem-
bers of the Opposition who participated in this
debate. All but one of them have supported the
measure. The member for Kalamunda
probably gave the most detailed address to the
House although he did tend to wander far and
wide. His main criticism of the legislation,
although he supported it, appeared to be that
we have created an advisory committee. The
member who has just resumed his seat also
criticised that matter. The purpose, of course,
of creating the advisory committee is to estab-
lish a safeguard to protect some of those public
sensitivities that the member for Karrinyup

mentioned, and we saw this as a compromise
between allowing condoms to be sold freely in
the community and perhaps offending some of
those sensitivities, and trying to strike a sen-
sible compromise or balance.

For example, we thought that many people in
the community might be offended if small deli-
catessens, perhaps adjacent to schools that were
frequented by many young school children,
were to openly retail condoms.

Mr Bradshaw: They say they use Glad Wrap.
Wouldn't it be better than using Glad Wrap?

Mr HODGE: Of course, it would be better
than Glad Wrap, yes. We were attempting to in
some measure protect the sensitivities that the
member for Karrinyup mentioned. Many
people in the community still feel uneasy and
are not happy about the open sale of contracep-
tive devices.

This formula has been used in other States.
Victoria was the first State to try it and I
thought it was worthwhile to give it a try in
Western Australia.

One of the issues I intend to refer to the
advisory committee when it is established is
the question of the use of vending machines.
That is another matter to which I gave con-
siderable thought, and while I personally would
not be offended by condoms being sold through
vending machines-I consider it to be a sen-
sible move-I can see that many people in the
community, particularly the parents of young
children, would be worried about young chil-
dren having access to vending machines selling
condoms.

Mr Bradshaw: They have been used in
Europe for 20 years.

Mr HODGE: I understand that, but
Australian society is probably much more con-
servative and insular than that in European
countries and these measures perhaps have to
be introduced in relatively small steps. I do
intend to refer the matter of vending machines
to the proposed advisory committee and have
it deliberate and advise the Government in this
regard.

The member for Kalamunda said that the
Hill did not specifically relate to the sale of
condoms. He could not find in the legislation
any specific reference to condoms and he
indicated that he thought retailers could in fact

1057



1058 [ASSEMBLY]

sell all forms of contraception. That is not cor-
rect. I refer the member to clause 4A(l) which
provides-

A shop keeper who wishes to sell
condoms by retail in a shop occupied by
him may apply for a permit to do so in
accordance with this section.

That clause quite clearly restricts retailers ap-
plying for permission to retail condoms and it
does not permit them to retail other forms of
contraception. Most other forms of contracep-
tion are prohibited anyway because they are
required to be obtained by prescription and
therefore can only be retailed through a phar-
macy.

The member for Kalamunda mentioned that
he thought there would be resistance by some
shopkeepers. I think he is right. It is not the
Government's intention to force or to persuade
any shopkeeper, against his will, to retail
condoms. The decision will be left entirely to
him. I know that when I travelled overseas, I
saw condoms freely available on the shelves in
supermarkets and shops in the United States of
America, in Europe, and in Britain. It was not
unusual and no-one seemed to give it a second
thought. However, as I said before, I think
Australian society is generally very conserva-
tive and, gradually, attitudes will change and
more and more retailers will make application
to retail condoms.

The member for Kalamunda and, I think,
other members, referred to this Bill permitting
condoms to be available on the shelves.
Condoms are already permitted to be available
on the shelves in pharmacies. This Bill will not
alter this position. Someone else mentioned
about their being advertised. This Bill does not
alter that position either. Condoms are able to
be advertised now. It is just that most manufac-
turers do not choose to advertise them. How-
ever, there is no statutory prohibition on the
advertising of condoms.

The member for Karrinyup spoke with great
strength of feeling and put a lot of effort into
his remarks. I disagreed with almost all of his
remarks. I am not sure that there is much point
in my going through his points. I remind him
that my prime motivation is to try to comply
with all of the recommendations of the AIDS
Task Force led by Professor Penington. I acted
promptly once that task force made its
recommendations. I have acted on each and
every one of its recommendations. It is my aim
to continue doing that. I believe Professor
Penington has assembled about him the most
prominent scientists and medical practitioners

in Australia. It is a committee of experts. When
that committee tells the State and the Federal
Health Ministers what action they should take
to reduce the spread of this terrible disease, we
should act promptly to implement those
recommendations. That is precisely why I have
introduced this legislation.

I appreciate the support from the member
for South Perth. HeI gave us some amusing an-
ecdotes about the Australian Imperial Force,
troop ships, and homosexuals. I could relate to
him an anecdote that was told to me by an ex-
digger, who swore that it was true. As a raw
recruit into the army he, among other new-
comers, was lined up by the sergeant and given
a fairly stern talking to about the fact that if
they intended to visit the brothels the member
for South Perth mentioned, they had to make
certain that they obtained and used condoms.
No-one was permitted to contract venereal dis-
ease or to claim that they had contracted it
from a toilet seat. The only person who could
claim that privilege was the chaplain. I am told
that is a true story.

The member for Murray-Wellington
supported the Bill. I appreciate that. He said
that sex is something we have to learn to live
with. Some of us have learned to live with it
very well indeed, I can tell members. His point
was that condoms should be readily available
in the community. I could not agree more with
that sentiment.

I genuinely thank those members who
supported the Bill.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee, etc.
Bill passed through Committee without de-

bate, reported without amendment, and the re-
port adopted.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY: NINTH DAY
Motion

Debate resumed from 4 September.
MR TUBBY (Greenough) [8.27 p.m.]: I wish

to compliment the State Governor, Professor
Gordon Reid, and his good lady, on the im-
pression they are making in this State. They
have travelled throughout the State and have
been received with great enthusiasm in all of
the country centres they have visited. They are
a tremendous couple. They are easy to converse
with and the feedback I receive from the com-
munity is very pleasing indeed. They are a very
popular couple and are doing a wonderful job
in their responsible positions.
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In my nearly 10 years in this place, I have
never heard a Governor's Speech, which we all
know is written by the Government, which car-
ried so much self-praise. I have always said that
self-praise is worth no recommendation. I see
the Speech as being no different in any way. I
believe that the Government will be judged as a
big-taxing and big-spending Government
which has allowed the tax take to increase by a
massive 42 per cent over 21/2 years. Senator
Peter Cook was right when he said that Labor
Governments would always be big taxers and
big spenders.

We have all seen the advertising campaign
stating how good the Government is which in-
cludes people from private enterprise who have
been forced to say that this is a great Govern-
ment and what a tremendous job the Burke
Government is doing. If people voluntarily said
those things, that would be fair enough. How-
ever, I have received reports that business
people have been pressured, not on just one
occasion, but on three occasions, because they
were prominent people, to make those adver-
tisements. It was thought their word would
carry a lot of influence. Fortunately, they stuck
by their principles and refused to cooperate. I
know they were concerned with the possible
repercussions, knowing how the Australian
Labor Party operates. They were prepared to
take that consequence because they thought
their principles were important and they would
not be blackmailed into making comments that
they knew to be, as do the people of Western
Australia, incorrect.

No doubt other Opposition members have
received similar complaints. In the near future
these will be made known. It is a very bad
situation. Pressure is being applied on
businesses by the Labor Party. That pressure is
forcing people to speak out against those things
they believe to be incorrect in order to save
themselves and their businesses.

The impact of Government taxes and
charges has been a contributing factor to the
serious problems facing rural industry. This
important industry and its problems rated only
a small mention in the Governor's Speech.
People should not have to participate in Protest
marches to get across their message. Protest
marches have cost rural people a lot of money
that they cannot afford. Many of them trav-
elled considerable distances to appear in the
city to march and protest. Such appearances
cost not only money but also valuable time.
Their farms of necessity are today severely de-

prived of labour. A day's sacrifice in work time
lost for something that is not necessary is a big
price to pay.

It is strange that these protest marches take
place under a Labor Government. However, it
is the only way for farmers to communicate
with the Government. These marchers were
genuine rural people with a genuine complaint.
They were not protesters of the "dial-
a-protester" type as we used to witness in front
of Parliament House when we were in Govern-
ment.

Mr Hodge: You are kidding yourself, aren't
you?

Mr TUBBY: I hear some members of the
Government laughing about this issue.

Mr Hodge: Are you saying that all the pro-
tests that occurred when you were in office
were artificial?

Mr TUBBY: l am not saying that all of them
were. However, many of the same protesters
were identified at every protest. I am sure they
came from "dial-a-protester".

Mr Hodge: And that does not occur when we
are in office? They are all genuine then, are
they? I do not mean just that one rural protest.
Do you mean that all protesters when we are in
office are genuine?

Mr TUBBY: No, I
saying that the rural
mne. They came to
Government.

am not saying that. I am
protesters were all genu-
give a message to the

Mr Burkett: What about the six droughts
which the poor old farmers have had to go
through and your people have had to go
through in the last nine years? Are those six
dreadful droughts the fault of the Labor
Government?

Mr TUBBY: Those six droughts are not the
fault of the Labor Government, but when we
were in office we recognised the plight of the
rural people. They never had to come to Parlia-
ment House to register their protest, to get their
message through to the Government.

Mr Burkett: One of your colleagues on the
Select Committee into Rural Hardship said
that during your nine years of office you did
little to nothing to support the rural sector. He
is now a member of your party.

Mr TUBBY: We did a lot to help the rural
sector in those times of drought.

Mr Carr: What did your Government do that
we haven't done?
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Mr TUBBY: The rural people were given a
fair go. They were not saddled with the costs
with which they are saddled today. If that is so
and they were being hurt so much then, why
did they not protest? It is only when people are
hurt that they protest. The situation is unfortu-
nate, but the only message that a Labor
Government understands is one made by pro-
test. That is what happened.

A farmer recently sent it to the The Western
Mail the copy of a letter he sent to the Premier.
What he said in it sums up the general feeling
of the rural community. The letter is headed,
"Burke out to get us, says farmer", and reads-

This is a copy of a letter I have sent to
Premier Brian Burke;

It appears that your concern for WA's
farmers was only a political ploy to buy
more time.

Along with most other farmers, I was
prepared to give you a fair go-

That is correct; they were. To continue-

Although it has become obvious to all that
a socialist Labor Government seeks the de-
struction of the ownership of private land
and the family farm. Certain recent com-
rncnts by you support this.

An Opposition member interjected.

Mr TUBBY: The member has only to look at
, ,d .. happening in the north. The letter con-

ti. Ics-

However, the partyIS coming to an end.
You cannot fool all the people all the time.

Having spoken to many people in my
own area and others Statewide it would
seem that militant action is now a for-
mality.

It appears that if one is a homosexual,
drug-runner, murderer, Aboriginal or
union official he can be assured of the
sympathy and aid of the Burke Govern-
ment.

Mr Carr: How can you take that sort of letter
seriously? Do you really take it seriously?

Mr TUBBY: I do take it seriously. That is
what people are saying. The letter continues-

However, if one is a hard-working, food-
providing, job-providing, money-
providing farmer he is robbed, lied to and
discarded.

I do not claim that an alternative
government would rectify these injustices,
but surely it could not do less than your
own pathetic pass-the-buck charades.

We have already heard quite often the Premier
endleavouring to pass the buck to the Federal
Government on matters with which he could
he greatly involved. The letter continues-

We have abided by the law and asked in
the correct manner for a long time fot re-
lief on fuel, superphosphate, interest rates
and mortgage protection. Not hand-outs,
just positive, sincere action.

In the country we have all noted your
threatened action on home-loan interest
rates, but not a word from you on the
lenders squeezing the hard-pushed
farmers.

I interjected on the Premier today. I was very
interested to hear his comment that he will
look into relieving the housing interest rates for
rural communities. The rural community is in
a similar situation because they will be de-
prived of their homes if they are pushed off

their farms.
Mr Blaikie: I will tell you how the Premier is

helping farmers: lie is squeezing them off the
land so there will be fewer of them.

Mr TUBBY: That is right. That is the com-
ment that was made in the early part of this
letter. The letter continues-

I am sure most city people do not wish
to see our State's farmers sunk by irrespon-
sible, big-spending Government.

Therefore, along with them, we look for-
ward to passing judgment on you and your
Government at the next election.

The situation outlined in that letter is very sad.
I do not get any great pleasure from reading it,
but it conveys the message of a tremendous
number of people in rural industry.

Mr Wilson: They do not seem to have much
hope in your party either.

Mr TUBBY: The Minister should wait and
see. I think it is another indication of the
Government's attitude. The rural industry is
looking for some encouragement but it does
not appear to be forthcoming.

I now refer to the impact of the noise abate-
ment regulations which will be enforced very
shortly. This is of great concern to the farming
community. Farmers will be forced to take a
considerable amount of action at considerable
cost, and machinery manufacturers will be
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involved in adapting machinery. Naturally the
manufacturers will not carry the costs involved
in complying with the Noise Abatement Act,
and the additional costs will once again be
passed to the end user.

I am quite sure that the consultants who are
currently travelling around farming areas are
part of another job-creation project by the
Government. This exercise represents another
way to harass the farmers at a time when they
do not need to have additional problems
hoisted upon their shoulders. Not only farmers
but also local authorities and business people
will be forced to comply with these regulations
at enormous cost. It is not only the cost of
complying with the regulations so far as ma-
chinery is concerned; additional Work is
involved on the clerical side, which the farmer
dislikes. Information must be recorded and
stored for some 25 years. So far as the rural
industry is concerned, it will be impossible to
comply with these regulations.

Penalties for non-compliance with the Noise
Abatement Act can be as high as $5 000. Bear-
ing in mind some of the figures that have been
put forward, that figure could represent 12
months' net income for some farmers, It is a
ridiculous penalty.

in a work situation where noise exceeds 90
decibels, workers can only be subjected to that
noise for a limited time. After SO many hours
other Workers have to take their place. The cost
will be incredible. It is expensive enough to
employ one worker without the need to employ
a relief Worker because of a noise problem. I do
not know how people who operate intense
piggeries will manage. I attended the opening
of a new intense piggery at Binnu last week. I
must admit that the noise at feed time was
absolutely intolerable. How can a farmer take
action to overcome that situation? The noise
would have been far in excess of the noise
generated by any machinery. I guess that if the
farmers were forced to put silencers on the pigs
the animal liberationists would step in to pro-
test. It is a ridiculous situation, and I do not
know how the farmers will cope with it.

The Minister for Local Government was
present at a meeting of the northern ward of
the Country Shire Councils Association, and
without the knowledge of the conference an
inspector took noise level readings. I did not
consider that any of the speakers was loud or
that the noise was excessive, but he indicated
that the noise level was in excess of the accept-
able limit when two members spoke. That is
going a little too far and I am sure you, Mr

Deputy Speaker, would agree that if this regu-
lation had to be complied with in this Parlia-
ment we would be deprived of some of our best
debaters; I refer to the member for Mt.
Marshall and the member for Collie.

There should be a reduction in noise levels
where it is practical to do so. However, if these
noise abatement regulations are strictly
adhered to, the Government will be using a
sledge hammer to crack a nut. I beg the Minis-
ter not to plague the rural community with in-
spectors or to follow up the compliance with
these ridiculous regulations at a time when
farmers do not have sufficient labour.

Mr Taylor: It is being delayed.
Mr TUBBY: That is good, and I hope it is

delayed for quite some time.
Mr Hodge: The regulations have been five

years in the making now.
Mr Taylor: I hope they do something about

the noise, and you should be seeking to do
something about the noise.

Mr TUBBY: It is easy for the member to say
that; but taking the case of the piggery which I
mentioned, what can be done about the noise
in that situation?

Mr Taylor: That is noise for a brief period of
time and is not affected by the regulations. If
you went through the regulations properly and
understood the scientific facts on which they
are based, you would know that.

Mr TUBBY: I received a letter from the
Mullewa Shire Council, a copy of which was
sent to the Minister, asking for my assistance in
having these regulations delayed. The council
believed that not enough publicity had been
given to the implementation of these regu-
lations.

Mr Kodge: There have been seminars and
conferences in the last two or three years on
this subject.

Mr TUBBY: Not in the country areas.
Mr Hodge: They have involved local

authorities and businesses, the Confederation
of Western Australian Industry, and everyone
else.

Mr TUBBY: I agree with the comments
made by the Mullewa Shire Council. I have
worked with machinery all my life and when
operating machinery one relies a great deal on
one's hearing. If workers are compelled to wear
hearing muffs, there could be a great danger of
damage to the machinery because of the many
things that could go wrong.
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Mr Hodge: If they are deaf the same situation
applies.

Mr TUBBY: Not too many workers are deaf
I have driven tractors and farm machinery all
my life and I can still hear the Minister quite
plainly. I do not think [ am different from any-
body else. I have put in many hours of such
work.

Mr Hodge: Most advanced western countries
have protection for employees against hearing
loss. We are one of the few places that allows
employees to be deafened by their employers.

Mr TUBBY: Three weeks ago the Minister
for Education visited the Morawa Agricultural
District High School.

Mr Pearce: It was a very pleasant day and
you gave an excellent speech.

Mr TUBBY: I thank the Minister. I must
have praised the Minister on that occasion.

Mr Pearce: You spoke with remarkable
aplomb.

Mr TUBBY: I believe in giving praise when
it is due and criticism when it is due. I know
that the Minister for Education does not always
make the right decisions but his decision to
upgrade the Morawa District High School to an
agricultural district high school was the right
decision. It was in the interests of agricultural
education in the northern part of our State. I
thank the Minister for that, not only on behalf
of the people of Morawa but also on behalf of
the people throughout that area who have
supported this project for more than 20 years.

It is a project with which I have been very
proud to be associated, and to have been on the
committee. Certainly I have been very proud to
see the day when it was officically declared as
an agricultural district high school. I know that
coupled with this there will be considerable de-
velopment in building and staffing which will
be of great benefit to agricultural and pastoral
education throughout the northern areas.

Over the last couple of years we have had
many complaints in respect of the school bus
problem. There has been a lot of uncertainty as
to what was to happen. Recently I was ap-
proached by a school bus operator who was
considering buying a new bus. He was a man of
60 years of age and had a bus that he could
have spent a little more money on so he could
have seen out the service that was required in
that area for possibly another five years. He
intended to retire at 65.

However, he thought that he should do the
right thing, so he went to the Education De-
partment and asked questions of the officers
who convinced him that the contract rate
which was to be applicable would make his
purchase of a new school bus an economical
proposition. With the support of his family he
recently committed himself to the purchase of a
new school bus, only to find shortly after pur-
chasing the bus that the contract rate had been
cut back. He wrote to the Minister and to the
member for Geraldton concerning this bus con-
tract because he knew he would find it very
difficult to meet the payments associated with
the purchase of the new bus. As he had used
quite an amount of his savings for retirement
he found himself in a very difficult position
indeed. The Minister replied that across-the-
board reductions had been imposed on school
bus contracts and therefore there was nothing
he was prepared to do about it. This is what
happened in the case of Mr Harold Birch of
Geraldton.

Mr Pearce: Although he talked in terms of
reductions, the fact is that there was not an
increase for a considerable period. He was not
getting the contract price that was indicated to
him by the people in the department.

Mr TUBBY: He was not getting the contract
price that was indicated to him by the people in
the department when his family came down
and met with them. They were told that that
price would be the amount that would apply
when Mr Birch purchased the bus and that in
fact was the reason he purchased the bus.

Mr Pearce: I am reluctant to say this in view
of the friendly discussion we have had tonight
but I point out that as I recall you were
opposed to the new system and you spoke in
the House on that matter; so the Government
went back to the old system. I was in favour of
the new system but you favoured the old
system.

Mr TUBBY: My time is running out and
with the few moments left to me I would like to
make a few comment critical of the Govern-
ment's lack of action over the squatters living
on the Barrell Well Reserve at Ajana. In this
case illegal squatters have been living on the
reserve in the middle of a farming area. This is
creating a great deal of concern to the land-
holder. In fact the reserve is surrounded by his
property and he has already lost a considerable
number of sheep since those people began
squatting, although he is not suggesting they
took the sheep, which may well have gone
somewhere else. However the farmer has had
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to destroy two of the Aborigines' dogs which
had killed three of his sheep. At present he is
being bothered by goats that are running on the
reserve, breaking down the fences and going
into his crops. He will start shooting them
soon. This is a very unnecessary situation, and
to allow it to continue is only provoking further
confrontation. However the Government has
done precisely nothing and it will not be long
before something serious happens.

Mr Colin Reynolds, the farmer who lives
there, is very concerned. He and his family are
undergoing a great deal of stress; he has a wife
and three young daughters and he is afraid to
go away from the farm. I do not think that this
a situation that the Government should con-
done because it is not the people who are Per-
manently on the reserve who are causing the
problems; it is the visitors who leave the gates
open and who bring all sorts of problems with
them. The Government should take immediate
action to overcome this problem.

I would have liked to comment extensively
on the situation at Mullewa. However my time
is munning out. I say merely that the media was
the cause of the Problem at Mullewa. There was
no animosity between the whites and the Abor-
igines, or the Aborigines and the police; the
problem was between the people of Mullewa
and the media who were portraying the town i n
a very poor light indeed following an
unfortunate incident. The Aboriginal people of
Mullewa appealed to the shadow Minister for
Police and Emergency Services and to me to do
everything we could to get the media out of
town. I sincerely compliment the police for the
way they handled the situation.

MR LAURANCE (Gascoyne) [8.57 p.m.j: I
would like to use the time available to me in
this Address-in-Reply debate to support very
strongly the concept of privatisation and to lay
to rest some of the myths that have been put
forward by the Government in recent times i n
an attempt to undermine and denigrate this
concept. Privatisation is something that
worries the Government enormously because it
has spent a great deal of time trying to deni-
grate it. This would indicate the Government's
concern for the fact that this policy will be
advantageous to the community in general and
has been given a great deal of support by people
generally. A survey held on privatisation and
its acceptance within the community was
outlined in a recent edition of The Bulletin
which appeared on 9 September this year. The
survey showed that an overwhelming majority,
in fact 86 per cent as opposed to eight per cent

of Australians, believe that private enterprise
rather than State enterprise should be fostered.
The article in The Bulletin goes on to differen-
tiate between Labor and Liberal voters, for in-
stance, on a Federal basis in respect of
privatisation. The question asked was-

In your opinion, what would be better
for Australia- a Federal Government that
encourages private ownership of indus-
try-or one that wants to increase Govern-
ment ownership?

It was a very straightforward question, and 96
per cent of Liberal and National Party voters
indicated their support for private ownership
while 76 per cent of ALP voters opted for pri-
vate ownership rather than Government own-
ership. I think it is very significant that an
overwhelming majority of Australian people
believe that private enterprise rather than
Government enterprise should be fostered and
I would like to spend a few minutes talking
about the value of privatisation to our society.

It will take a bold Government to implement
a policy of privatisation. The well-documented
policies of the Opposition are bold and it will
take courage to implement them when we are
in Government.

Mr Taylor: Where are they documented?

Mr LAURANCE: They are well and truly
documented.

When that happens there will be preat advan-
tages for the people of this State. What is
required is the reversal of the trend of recent
years at both State and Federal Government
level where Governments have taken more and
more of the economic cake and left less for the
private sectors. It is easy to be critical of
Governments; that Process has occurred
mainly in response to the demands of electors.
I have always believed that Governments in
our democratic process reflect the wishes of
society rather than direct society. In order to
remain in Government they have generally
responded to the wishes of the electorate. The
Australian public have believed they can have
it both ways; they have asked the Government
for more, but want to pay less by way of tax-
ation.

As a result Governments have done more in
response to those requests, but they have had to
tax more and more so that the initiative of the
private sector has really been squashed by the
fact that there is less room for private sector
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initiative. So there are higher levels of taxation,
more Government involvement, and less op-
portunity for the private sector.

It is the private Sector which will provide real
jobs. It has always amazed me in looking at the
record of' the H-awke Government that it has
the gall to stand up and talk about the increase
in employment. We all know most of it is arti-
ficially-created employment in projects where
people are put on for six, 12, or 18 weeks.
Those projects are very temporary in nature;
they are not real jobs.

The money used to provide those jobs was
made available by the wages pause put in place
by the previous Government. It has been used
to create temporary positions so the Govern-
ment can say it has created so many jobs. In a
global sense it has done that, but most of the
people after finishing those jobs have gone
back on the dole again; they are employed for
only a short time. That is the problem with
trying to generate Government sector employ-
ment. With genuine private sector employment
those jobs will be permanent and real; that is
the difference.

I want to look at the record of the Govern-
ment on this question because in many ways it
has pulled the wool over the eyes of the busi-
ness sector of Western Australia. The Premier
has gone out of his way to indicate to business
in Western Australia that he is private
enterprise oriented.

Mr Davies: The Liberals are running an ad-
vertisement about pulling wool over the eyes.

Mr LAURANCE: That is why I mentioned
it.

The Premier has tried to convince business
that it is a far more right wing Labor Govern-
ment that the State has seen. I urge the business
community to beware of the corporate State.
We have made a mistake in criticising the
Premier and his Government for being social-
ist. I do not believe this Government is social-
ist in the old sense of the word; it is more a
Corporate Government. It wants to get
involved in the private sector as a joint venture
'partner. It wants involvement as a corporate
State and to be a powerful partner with busi-
ness. This initially attracted business people
and they have supported the Government in a
number of ways. They have been hoodwinked
to some extent into thinking that the Govern-
ment genuinely favours private enterprise.
That is not the case. The Government is in
favour of the corporate State where the
Government becomes a principal player. The

trouble is the Government by its nature is also
the umpire. Business will regret its decision to
be involved in this new corporatism.

The Opposition is now offering an alterna-
tive which is far more to the benefit of our
citizens generally and to business in particular.
Let us look at what the Government has said
about this. Two myths have been created by
this Government. The first is that privatisation
will increase costs to the consumer, particularly
to the rural or remote consumer. The second
myth is that privatisation will mean a selling-
off of the Government's assets which will cost
the taxpayer in some way because those care-
fully built-up assets will be squandered or
frittered away.

That is a very unconvincing attempt by the
Government to discredit the Opposition's
privatisation policy. It is amazing that initially
this Premier went out on the hustings and tried
to adopt the privatisation line himself. He
meant it in a different way; he wanted to woo
business and to be the major partner. He has
talked about the Perth Mint going to private
hands, but he does not say it is privatisation.
When he talks about it, it is something else; it is
very desirable when put forward by the
Premier. When other people talk about putting
Government enterprises into private hands he
gets up in Parliament as he did recently and
talks about destroying the whole fabric of our
society. What a lot of hogwash that was. On
one hand he was talking about selling off
Government assets like the Perth Mint-

Mr Taylor: Who was going to sell off the
Mint?

Mr LAURANCE: Here is a headline which
states, "Perth Mint may go into private
hands."

Mr Taylor: What is the date of that article?
Mr LAURANCE: It is dated 28 April 1985.

That is only one of many; I could pick out
others.

Mr Taylor: That has changed. The Perth
Mint will not go into private hands.

Mr LAURANCE: The Premier has said on a
number of occasions that an opportunity exists
for the private sector to get involved in the
Miin. On 9 February 1984 there was a headline
in The West Australian. "Burke floats Govt.
sell-off idea." The article went on to say-

Private enterprise in WA may soon be
invited to take a share in some State
Government businesses. The Premier, Mr
Burke, has indicated that the first public
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enterprise to be the target of a radical
change in Labor's economic philosophy
could be the State Government Insurance
Office.

It is amazing that since then the Premier has
had to back off. It is amazing that when the
Government floats a proposition to sell off
Government assets it is described as a magnifi-
cent use of the assets, but when it is put for-
ward as pant of a privatisation policy the
Government says it will destroy the very fabric
Of OUr society. We saw the crocodile tears of the
Premier a week or two ago when he said it
would destroy the fabric of our society, yet he
floated the idea of selling the Mint and getting
private enterprise involved with the State
Government Insurance Office and selling off
the Joondalup Development Corporation.

On 14 January an article appeared in The
West Australian headed, "Govt to consider
privatisation plan." The article read as fol-
lows-

The WA Government will consider a
proposal by the Joondalup Development
Corporation for parts of the enterprise to
be sold to private business.

On one hand the Government tries to develop
its corporate State and on the other it buckets
the privatisation policy put forward by the Op-
position.

Mr Taylor: You have not put forward one
yet.

Mr LAURANCE: Yes, we have.
The other aspect which the Premier and the

Government are scared of in the privatisation
policy is one which they hope to put forward
themselves-the more efficient use of Govern-
ment assets. Privatisation means just that. De-
spite what the Government has said in deni-
gration of this policy privatisation means
giving the public and the community an oppor-
tunity to make the best use of their resources.
Privatisation means the more efficient use of
Government sector assets. To put it another
way, we could call one of the options i n
privatisation "worker participation", because
that is exactly what it means. One element of
the privatisation plan is to sell off enterprises
to the people who are currently running them
on behalf on the Government.

Mr Taylor: Who do you think owns it now?

Mr LAURANCE: If we come forward and
say we have a policy of worker participation,
presumably the Government will say that is
something it has been espousing for a long

time. The Government would welcome it with
open arms. When it becomes pant of a
privatisation policy, however, suddenly the
Government says it is no good. They are some
of the elements of the privatisation policy
which hold out great benefits for this State.
There could be a more efficient use of the
Government's assets-of the public's
assets-and it could involve such desirable
things as worker participation in a real and
meaningful way.

Mr Taylor: Name some.
Mr LAURANCE: Yes, T will.
When one looks at what has happened else-

where with privatisation, one sees that there is
more opportunity for the private sector to use
its own initiative to expand and develop, to be
more productive, and to be able to provide a
more productive economy on behalf of the citi-
zens. It is also able to employ more people. If
ever there was a demonstration of the differ-
ence between a Government and union-
controlled operation and a free market situ-
ation, one has only to look at the debate in this
House recently concerning Mudginberri. Just
look at the difference between a union-con-
trolled abattoir at Katherine and the private
enterprise, free market situation that was al-
lowed to develop at Mudginberri. The differ-
ence in productivity was incredible. It was hard
to believe the difference in productivity and in
cost levels between those two abattoirs. The
Mudginberri abattoir had satisfied workers
who were earning and producing more, and the
abattoir was profitable.

What needs to be emphasised very strongly is
that there are many methods of privatising
Government sector operations. One of the
books made available to us was written by a Dr
Madsen Pirie, who runs the Adam Smith Insti-
tute. It has been well-publicised that he has
been in Western Australia twice this year. It is
a book called Pri vatisation, and it demonstrates
22 different methods whereby Government
sector operations can be turned into private
sector operations. That is the secret of
privatisation.

Several members interjected.
Mr Court: Hang on, even the Labour Party in

the United Kingdom supports that now.
Mr LAURANCE: They certainly do, very

strongly. The secret of privatisation is to work
out which method would be the best one for
each Organisation that is being considered.
There have been calls from the Government to
name the "hit list", which apparently indicates
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that they are anxious to find some way to deni-
grate this policy. Well, they cannot. Eighty-six
per cent of the public of Australia, when asked
recently in a survey whether they thought pri-
vate sector operations should be benefited
rather than public sector operations, clearly
stated their support for the whole idea of
privatisation.

As I indicated, Dr Pinec's book illustrates 22
different ways which have been successfully
adopted in Britain to change government oper-
ations to private operations. That is the
secret-ta be able to find which method fits the
bill best.

A couple of organisations being considered
for privatisation have been in the news re-
cently. The Government came out desperately
trying to find a way to denigrate this policy. It
looked at the State Engineering Works and also
the Hospital Laundry and Linen Service. The
first of these, the State Engineering Works, may
well be a classic case where the people running
it could be given an opportunity to buy it and
run the operation themselves. This would be
worker participation to the fullest extent. I am
not saying that is the way to go, but it is an
option to look at when considering the
privatisauion policy. That is not a hit list or
selling off a Government asset.

Several members interjected.
Mr LAURANCE: But that is one of the

options when looking at the privatisation pol-
icy.

Mr Court: This Government is going to pull
the State Engineering Works to bits, cash in on
the land and to hell with the workers.

Mr LAURANCE: They even went on strike
recently because of their fear of that happening.
Some of the lessons from the British experience
are these: Not a single job has been lost by
privatisation in Britain and there has been a
tremendous change-

Mr Can: Fifteen per cent per annum.
Mr LAURANCE: -because of years and

years of socialist government. The British econ-
omy has now been revitalised. I was in Britain
at the end of the Labour reign and i t was sad
when such things as rent control causes people
not to build any more.

I went to look at the North Sea oil and gas
operation some years ago, and with Labour
Governments in power for a number of years
during the 1970s British Steel could not pro-
vide the steel required for the platform and the
jackets for the North Sea. Here we have a

British institution owned solely by the British
Government losing hundreds of millions of
pounds a year, and the Government had to
obtain the steel from Germany. I asked the
workers why that was so when the people and
the Government owned the business. The tax-
payers of Britain put in hundreds of millions of
pounds supporting the operation and it is one
of the biggest operations in the world, but the
Government cannot provide the goods and ser-
vices to finish that project. I asked why that
was so, and they said that British Steel could
not provide the steel on time or up to the speci-
fications so they had to go to the Gernans
whom they beat in the War and say, "Please
give us your steel to finish our operations in the
North Sea." How despicable is that? That was
the Government-mun operation of a socialist
Britain which Mrs Thatcher took over. At least
she said, "Let us take that situation and turn it
into a viable economy again." It has now got a
chance of holding its head high in the world. It
was a joke. There was high unemployment
under the Labour Governments. There was no
hope of ever turning the economy around.

Let us look at what happened with British
Telecom. Some 92.7 per cent, almost 93 per
cent, of the workers in British Telecom took up
the allocation of shares when they were offered
them in the operations. The shares came on the
market at a premium, and those workers find
themselves in a situation where they are far
happier today working in a private sector oper-
ation than they were in the Government sector.
They have a real stake in the business, and they
own shares. Let us look at the productivity.
Here is the crunch.

Mr Taylor interjected.

Mr LAURANCE: Will the member belt up
for a moment. He is a dodo. He should get his
head out of the sand and listen.

The waiting time for a new phone in Britain
came down from 14 months to two weeks, That
was the difference when the workers owned
their own business and had shares in the busi-
ness. Almost 93 per cent took up their right to
the allocation of shares in Telecom. It took 14
months when it was a Government operation
to get a new phone in Britain; today it takes
two weeks. There is an astounding improve-
ment in the productivity of that organisation.

Mr Carr: How much would a phone call to
Gascoyne Junction cost under a private
system?
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Mr LAURANCE: Half. Let us come to the
point. I am not going to listen to the interjec-
lions.

British National Oil Corporation was a
classic example of a Government operation. It
was the umpire that gave out the leases in the
North Sea.

Some 10 years ago the British Labour
Government said that it believed it should get
involved in businesses like the WADC and the
Exim Corporation. It was an amazing coinci-
dence that before long the private sector organ-
isations were trying to get oil and gas leases in
the North Sea and they found that if they put in
a tender for leases on their own account they
were not successful. However, if they put in a
tender with the British National Oil Corpor-
ation in a joint venture they were suddenly
successful.

If a company wanted to develop oil or gas in
the North Sea and asked the Government for a
lease the answer was "No", but if it said that it
wanted to join with the Government in a 50-50
venture, the umpire would rule that its appli-
cation would be successful. The umpire cannot
help but get sticky hands in such deals.

The British National Oil Corporation has
now been sold and it is believed that because it
is run by the private sector it offers a better
service at a lower price to those concerned.

Let us look at the subject in relation to rural
areas. One classic example is United Parcels in
the United States of America. One can go to
the "Gascoyne Junctions" all around the US
and post parcels to other parts of the country
and they will arrive faster than the time it takes
to send parcels in Australia through Australia
Post. One can post a parcel in New York or in
any small country town in the US and the post-
age will be the same price.

I could give plenty of examples regarding the
result achieved by privatisation. Another
example is the deregulation of the airlines in
the United States.

Several members interjected.
Mr LAURANCE: I will tell members op-

posite what the farmers said to Peter Walsh
recently: When he made a certain suggestion he
was told to get on his bike and pedal back to
Doodlakine.

Most places in the United States received a
better air service as a result of the deregulation
of airlines in that country. There are
approximately 550 airports in the United
States and they were all told that if they did not

believe they received a better service when the
airlines were deregulated they could apply for a
subsidy. Only two applications were made.

The deregulation of transport in this State
was a tremendous boon to the rural areas. The
people receive a better service at a lower price
and they were told that if they did not receive a
better service they could apply for a subsidy.
How many towns have applied for a subsidy?
None has, even though that option has been
available.

Recently a Federal Minister, Peter Walsh,
visited Perth and spoke at the Entertainment
Centre. He tried to denigrate all proposals in
regard to privatisation. However, the President
of the Primary Industry Association said that
without it we would not have the deregulation
of transport.

Let us look at the deregulation which is
opposed by the Minister for Transport, despite
the benefits that would be brought to this State.
The Minister would not give consideration to
the deregulation of wool. However, two of his
constituents suddenly became involved and
were sent to goal. As a result, it was suggested
that wool be deregulated. It is amazing how
flexible the Minister is in regard to
deregulation when his electorate demands it.

I could give many examples where private
enterprise could provide cheaper services in re-
mote areas.

If one were to buy a packet of cigarettes in a
remote area in Western Australia one would
pay the same price as that charged in the
metropolitan area.

Members will find that as a result of
privatisation around the world people in rural
and remote areas generally end up with better
services at lower prices. The greater bulk of the
population do not have to be denied benefits in
order to provide satisfactory services to rural
communities. If a subsidy is involved, the
saving to the Government in selling-off an asset
will more than compensate for any subsidy
given to a small rural area. That is the secret of
privatisation: It is more productive, creates
more employment, gives the community much
better value for services rendered than that
given by a Government enterprise, and makes
better provision for people in remote areas.

However, not every situation fits every or-
ganisation and what is necessary is a thorough
investigation of all available organisations that
could be handed over to private enterprise. I
could name 22 methods and more are being
discovered every day. The secret is to find out
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which method of privatisation will fit each or-
ganisation. The Opposition has a tremendous
plan to offer the people of Western Australia.
The result of an Australia-wide survey showed
that 86 per cent of the population welcomes the
concept of privatisation. In February or March
next year the Opposition will be in Govern-
ment. and will move into the area of
privatisation and, as a result, everyone will see
a flourishing economy.

MR D. L. SMITH (Mitchell) [9.27 p.m.]:
Before I mention the matters I wish to cover in
the Address-in-Reply debate, 1 feel it necessary
to respond to some of the remarks made by the
member for Gascoyne in relation to
privatisation. The member for Kalgoorlie ad-
equately summed it up when he said that the
member for Gascoyne's speech was large on
rhetoric and very short on content.

Privatisation can mean all sorts of things, but
to find out what the Opposition means is ex-
tremely difficult. It refuses to nominate pre-
cisely the way in which it will go about
privatisation. The Opposition also fails to
nominate any of the Government services it
intends to privatise.

My understanding of privatisation, as the
Opposition wishes to impose it on us is that the
Government will get out of the business of pro-
viding services and facilities and that wherever
there are Government controls they should be
removed and the industry deregulated.

I find it astonishing that the Opposition,
though if it is ever to return to the Government
bench, it needs to recover some of the ground it
has lost in the country-that is, to win the
country seats it has lost-nevertheless wants to
adopt a policy of privatisation.

Mr Hassell: Here is a man who believes in a
capital gains tax and he is worried about
privatisation!

Mr D. L. SMITH: It appears that the Leader
of the Opposition wants to talk about anything
but privatisation because he knows that
privatisation will result in tremendous prob-
lems for the rural areas.

Privatisation involves the removal of cross-
subsidisation. If the State Energy Commission
were to be sold to private enterprise then the
$55 million for which the metropolitan con-
sumers currently subsidise country consumers
would have to be reimbursed by country con-
sumers. The end result would be that country
consumers would be paying four or five times
more than they pay currently. That would ap-

ply in remote areas such as those represented
by the member for Gascoyne and certainly that
area represented by the member for Pilbarra.

In relation to water and irrigation, everyone
knows that in this country water is critical to
our way of life. Those areas of our countryside
that do not have adequate water supplies re-
main undeveloped. A $42 million loss is
suffered in the provision of country water
supplies in this State. If the water supply were
to be sold off to private enterprise $42 million
would have to be borne by the country users;
that is, in higher water supply, irrigation,
sewerage and drainage charges. For the infor-
mation of those who represent farmers, the in-
crease in irrigation charges in my electorate
would be 406 per cent. The natural result
would be that farmers would not use irrigation
because it would not be profitable to do so.

That would mean productivity in the area
between Pinjarra. and Dardanup would fall by
something like two thirds below what it is cur-
rently. It would be similar to the dryer areas of
our southern regions in terms of productivity.
Those farmers who have paid high dollars for
the irrigated land they have bought would find
the land worth one-third of its current value.
The capital gains tax currently being spoken of
would be minor in comparison with the im-
mediate impact on the value of the irrigation
land if the supply were taken over by private
enterprise.

The other aspect of privatisation which con-
cerns country people is that the natural result
of privatising these services is that the work
force would be living in the metropolitan area
rather than in regional towns. The member for
Gascoyne spoke about the advantages of the
deregulation of transport. One of the disadvan-
tages has been the massive reduction in country
population that has occurred simply as a result
of the retrenchments from the Westrail work
force. In my electorate alone some 90 people in
Bunbury have lost their jobs during the last
four years and several have moved from
Bunbury to the metropolitan area to remain in
the employ of Westrail. I have no doubt that
members who represent southern towns would
have similar stories to tell. I know that the
member for Narrogin has. That is one of the
immediate impacts.

Referring to the Main Roads Department, if
we had a system whereby the whole of the oper-
ation was contracted to private enterprise,
those major contractors would be based in
Perth and their workers would be based in
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Perth and transferred around the State. That
happens now in relation to those contracts
which are let to private enterprise. Where the
Main Roads Department has large branches
in country towns, many employment
opportunities would be lost. Similarly, if the
Building Management Authority or the Water
Authority were privatised, the number of
workers employed in country towns would be
sharply reduced. Not only would country con-
sumers pay more, but also there would be fewer
country consumers because there would be
fewerjobs and less development.

Several members interjected.
Mr D. L. SMITH: I do not wish to spend the

whole of my speech on privatisation because I
believe it is one of those red herrings that is
dragged across the trail by the Opposition as a
replacement for any constructive policy that
would provide real benefits for country people.
This is the third session of the thirty-first Par-
liament and it is my third session in Parlia-
ment, I wish to canvass at a later point in my
speech the different faces of good government
in Western Australia. It is however also a useful
time to summarise, for the benefit of members
opposite, the constructive things we have been
able to achieve in my electorate.

I am pleased to represent the electorate of
Mitchell. It is a very mixed electorate, having
some of the best farming land in this State and
the best farmers. It has a very active mining
industry; an active aluminiumn industry on the
outskirts which provides employment for many
people; and, more importantly, Bunbury i s a
re' 'enal centre for the administration of
Government services generally throughout the
south-west.

That kind of mixed electorate provides many
challenges when representing it and it requires
me to understand a wide spectrum of industry
issues, not only farming and mining interests
but also State Housing Commission problems
and urban concerns that are contained in the
City of Bunbury. In addition, some 13 small
rural centres have confronting them a variety
of problems which I have encouraged the
Government to try to address. I will go through
the things this good government has been able
to achieve over the past three years or is cur-
rently undertaking.

I refer firstly to the question of community
services. One of the benefits of the South West
Development Authority has been that it can
address itself to the particular needs of the re-
gion. It has recently undertaken a comprehen-

sive study into community needs of the south-
west which is looking at all the services cur-
rently being provided at State, Federal, and
local government level, and by voluntary
agencies of various kinds. It is examining the
ways those services are meeting current de-
mands placed upon them; and, where there are
currently no services, to identify the way in
which those needs could be satisfied by
provision of additional community service. It
is hoped that this report will be available for
the community to peruse by the end of this
month and for the Government to use as a
policy document to address those community
needs.

A child care study has been funded and
completed. One result has been the provision
of a community house, for which allocation
was made in last year's Budget. I am pleased
that it is currently under Construction in
Milligan Street, Bunbury. It will provide a
number of child care places and a community
centre for people who live close to the house
and also those who live throughout Bunbury.
These people will be able to meet on the prem-
ises and a community worker will be available
to assist them to organise voluntary services or
community meetings to help them to improve
their own lives.

A branch library of the Bunbury City library
has been established in Withers. This has tra-
ditionally been regarded as one of the more
disadvantaged areas of Bunbury, but in the
short time this Government has been in office
it has been able to fund this library through the
Community Employment Programme as a
branch of the City of Bunbury library and,
therefore, of the State library.

A new community health centre will be es-
tablished in Withers, and it will provide a num-
ber of services to improve the lifestyle of the
people of Withers and Hunbury generally. We
have also been able to renovate or refurbish the
Radburn scheme area, one of the catastrophes
imposed on its tenants by the State Housing
Commission. In this area people found that the
pressure of living so close together was not con-
ducive in any way to their well-being and this
was evident from the number of social prob-
lems in the area. Part of the refurbishment has
been carried out at a cost of $226 000, and I am
hopeful that we will be able to upgrade the area
generally.

We have been able to establish, again
through the support of Community Employ-
ment Programme funding, a transport museum
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at Boyanup. We have been able to give the
Leschenaull Lady and the Leschenault Railway
Preservation Society a new home there, and it
will become a substantial tourist attraction.
This is indicative of the way in which small
communities can respond to particular needs
of that kind. The whole of the Boyanup com-
munity has got behind that project and it has
become a central theme for that community to
get together and do something together that is
both constructive and worthwhile.

To show that we have not forgotten those
smaller communities, we have also effected,
through grants from the Department for Sport
and Recreation and from the Minister for the
Arts, improvements to the Boyanup Hall which
were necessitated by planning problems that
occurred through lack of ventilation, lack of
acoustics and lack of a stage. We have provided
that stage and substantial improvements to the
acoustics and the ventilation problem. We have
also been able to effect improvements to the
Elgin, Burekup and Dardanup Halls, again
through Community Employment Programme
funds.

Generally throughout Bunbury we have es-
tablished a number of footpaths and cycleways,
again with CEP funding, so it can be seen that
the CEP provides facilities as well as jobs.

The Government has also provided, through
CEP funds, a new building for the naval cadets,
a food barn in Carey Park and a number of
other improvements for our local community.

We have also been able to provide, for the
first time, a legal aid office outside the metro-
politan area. I am told that it is being extremely
well used, to the extent that when I contacted a
legal aid officer to ask him to undertake a job
for a constituent, he indicated he would be
happy to but the workload placed on him and
the other solicitor was such that they could not
cope with the demand and were having to brief
out to other solicitors all the new work coming
in.

A new fire station is to be provided at Eaton.
The Peppermint Grove and Eaton water
supplies have been upgraded and a full-time
worker has been appointed to the Bunbury vol-
untary community group. I take the oppor-
tunity of mentioning her by name. She is
Marilyn Palmer. She has held the position for
12 months and has been reappointed for a
period of a further 12 months. The work she
has been able to do through that group in terms
of addressing a variety of needs and trying to

set up a variety of services for people within
the community is much admired by me and
everyone who knows Marilyn.

I have mentioned already that the area I rep-
resent is one of the best agricultural areas in
WA. My farmers have been fortunate that in
terms of prices and in terms of the cost struc-
ture imposed on them over the last three years,
they have probably had it better than any other
sector of the rural community. That is not to
say that they are living it up or living well.
Farming is still at a stage where, in terms of the
actual net income generated by farmers and the
lifestyle they are able to lead, and the returns
they are able to obtain on the capital invest-
ment they put into their businesses, their re-
turns are miserably small. That is as true
among dairying and beef farmers, orchardists
and vignerons as it is of any other sector of the
WA farming community.

We need as a Government-and hopefully
the Opposition recognises it-to do as much as
we can to improve both their incomes and the
lifestyles they lead. Our contribution to that
has been to construct in Bunbury a new $3.2
million facility for the Department of
Agriculture, to provide it with new head-
quarters and additional research units and
laboratories, and the research staff to be based
in Bunbury to properly utilise those facilities.

We have established the Dairy Herd Im-
provement Service. We have stabilised irri-
gation rates. This year there is a two per cent
increase while last year there was a next-to-
nothing increase. That is to be compared under
the previous Government with rates wl~ch
were escalating at a rate of something like one-
third per annum.

A comprehensive review has been
undertaken of the meat marketing system and
promotion. A feed research unit has been es-
tablished at Bunbury. A South-East Asian fruit
and vegetable report has been completed. A
rural hardship inquiry has been completed. The
WA dairy industry has been defended against
the problems that confronted it in relation to
the threat of competition from the Eastern
States. New dairy quotas have been issued and
a dairy products Promotion campaign has been
undertaken.

In relation to transport and roads, there has
been a transfer of the railway land and railway
operations from the centre of the City of
Bunbury to enable the city to develop a proper
commercial centre and community centre. The
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railway station has been relocated at Wollaston
and the rest of the railway operations have
been relocated at Picton.

Mr Blaikie: Has chat been a successful move?
Mr D. L. SMITH:'Yes. The high speed rail

service planned to be introduced, for which
tenders have now been accepted, will also
substantially improve the rail facilities.

A better public bus service has been planned
to operate by January of next year. I heard
someone interjecting earlier, saying that pri-
vate enterprise no doubt would be able to do
that without a Government subsidy. The truth
is that a very large Government subsidy will be
required to make that service comparable to
the services that operate in Perth. That is so
even though it will be conducted by private
enterprise.

After years of inaction under the previous
member who represented the area, the dual
carriageway on Busse][ Highway has been ex-
tended by 2.7 kilometres. A substantial number
of other improvements have been made to
Busse][ Highway, South West Highway and the
Old Coast Road.

Land acquisition for the Australind bypass,
which will enable traffic to bypass both Eaton
and Australind on the way to Perth, will com-
mence in the 1986-87 financial year. It is note-
worthy that the previous Government was
talking about that Australind bypass not being
constructed until the late 1990s.

In relation to education, we have been able
to provide an institute of advanced education. I
must compliment the State Government, as
when the Federal Government would not con-
tribute to the capital funds required, the State
Government found the $7.2 million required in
capital funds to ensure that the institute would
be able to take its first intake of tertiary
students next year.

The Beazley and MeGaw reports have been
completed. The technical school facilities in
Bunbury have been upgraded, especially in the
provision of a new arts centre, a catering centre
and a computer facility. Extra teachers have
been provided to enable smaller classes in
grades 1 and 2 in our primary school.

A pre-primary school in Milligan Street is
proposed and that will add to the large number
of four-year-old places we have been able to
provide around the Bunbury, Capel and
Dardanup areas already. We are working on
the other areas of my electorate and I hope we
are also working on providing extra places in
the other areas of the State.

There are also much improved facilities at
Newton Moore and Bunbury Senior High
Schools, including hall-gymnasiums and
prevocational areas.

I pause to remind members that these are
things we have been able to achieve in the last
21/ years.

It is quite apparent that a third high school
will be required within the next year or two. I
am certain a decision will be made quite soon
that a third high school will be provided for the
Bunbury region, and that will substantially im-
prove the overcrowding already evident at
Bunbury Senior High School. This
overcrowding will be much worse next year
with the increased numbers staying on under
the new policies being adopted by the Federal
and State Governments.

In relation to the overcrowding that has been
occuring at the Eaton Primary School for a
number of years, the provision of a primary
school at Clifton Park, after much urging by me
on the Minister for -Education, I am sure will be
forthcoming in the next Budget. That again will
be a substantial improvement for the children
at Eaton.

In case members think that industrial prog-
ress has not been occurring, Westralian Sands
Ltd is in the course of constructing a new
beneficiacion plant at Capel. A pine timber
processing mill has become operational in the
last 12 months. The Austmark tower and hotel
are being constructed.

Approximately 400 public servants are to be
transferred to Bunbury in the near future. A
new resin plant is being constructed adjacent to
the West Ply factory, a resin plant which the
previous Government was not able to get under
way because it insisted on trying to site it ad-
jacent to the port, near residential -areas.
Bun bury Foods Pty Ltd is now producing after
having gone bankrupt under the previous
Government. A Small Business Development
Corporation office has been set up in Bunbury
and a single public servant has been assigned to
promote the role of that corporation within the
Bun bury area. A substantial research effort has
been conducted in relation to the pollution
problem at SCM Chemicals and this is very
near to bearing fruit. In a host of other areas
the Industrial Development Department, and
the Minister for Industrial Development have
been working very hard to establish other in-
dust ries and I think we will be able to make
some announcements about some of them in
the near future.
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In relation to the planning of the area, we
have established a regional planning office in
Bunbury and have appointed two very com-
petent officers to that office. We have also
completed a study of the port. We have been
able to complete a central business district
study. Town planning scheme No. 6 has been
made operational and we have completed the
Martin report on Glen Iris. With regard to the
Glen Iris area I comment that the Government
currently is acquiring land for future use both
for road and flood relief channels and with the
prospect of it being able to be used in relation
to port-related industries in the future.

In relation to the State Housing Commission
or l-omeswest as it is now known, 126 new
homes have been constructed in my electorate
during the term of this Government. That Is
approximately twice as many as were
constructed in Bunbury in nine years under the
previous Government. In addition to that, 23
established homes have been purchased in the
Bunbury area under the spot purchase pro-
gramme. Homeswest has also introduced three
new purchase assistance schemes. I understand
the latest advice from the Homeswest office in
Bunbury is that 70 former tenants have taken
advantage of those schemes and have become
home owners as a result. There have been two
additional joint ventures with voluntary groups
for the construction of pensioner units and
there has been a 90 per cent increase in the sale
of Homeswest homes to their existing tenants.

In relation to health, I mention the com-
munity health centre again. We are also about
to establish for the first time outside Ihe metro-
politan area a mental health team headed by a
consultant psychiatrist. It will be one of the
first extensions of that kind of health care to a
country area.

In relation to taxes and charges, I have
mentioned already what we have been able to
do in relation to irrigation rates. The same
applies to sewerage, water, and electricity
charges in the area and the Preston drainage
rate, so iniquitously reimposed by the previous
Government despite its previous promise, has
been abolished.

In relation to aged care, we have provided
a new senior citizens' centre costing
approximately $300 000 and that centre is
about to open. We have been able to establish
new Masonic homes. We propose to establish
in the near future a day care hospital. A home
and community care programme is being de-
veloped. A CEP grant has been made available

to an organisation called Job Farce. It is a wel-
fare service to assist and cater for the elderly to
help them run their own homes.

In relation to the private housing sector, the
number of houses being constructed in the
Bunbury area has almost trebled in the last
three years as compared to the previous three
years under the present Opposition. Builders'
registration is about to be extended to Bunbury
and we have been able to provide youth accom-
modation and emergency housing accommo-
dation in Bunbury for young people for the first
time. I need not dwell on the South West De-
velopment Authority.

In relation to police and law enforcement,
Bunbury was the first to adopt the neighbour-
hood watch programme. We have also adopted
the safe house programme in both Carey Park
and Withers. We have established a blue light
disco in conjunction with the Police and Citi-
zens' Youth Club and we have appointed 100
new police officers on a State-wide basis to
assist the law enforcement situation.

In the next 12 months we are looking at.
having a second magistrate appointed ir.
Bunbury which will expedite the processing o;
matters before the courts.

In relation to employment and socia: sel..
vices, there has been State funding to establish
a Job Link programme. CYSS funding has De].
increased and over $2 million in CEP projects
has provided work. Westrek has been estab
lished in the Bunbury area and there has beer.
increased State and Federal Governmeni
emergency relief funding for the unempioyed.

In relation to sport, it is noteworthy that ir,
the next week we will see the commencement
of the first regional games in Western Australila
which will be known as the South West Games.
The games were in part funded by a $56000
grant by the State Government to the games
organisation to ensure that they got started.
Over 7 000 competitors will compete next week
in Bunbury from all regions of the south-west.
There have also been numerous sport and rec-
reation grants-they are too numerous to men-
tion-to various sporting organisations within
the Bunbury area.

In relation to lifestyle, 1 have already
mentioned CE? grants which have involved
parts of the electorate. I also take the oppor-
tunity to mention the beautification of the big
swamp areas, the ocean front area, the Bouhters
height area, the town square development area,
the Leschenault Inlet, the Collie River fore-

1072



[Tuesday, 17 September 1985j 07

shore improvements, and the study into the
cause and control of mosquitoes at Eaton and
other places.

In relation to culture, we have been able to
provide $500 000 for the refurbishment of the
convent arts complex, a grant to restore King
Cottage, studies into the concert hail require-
ments, a new arts centre at the South West
College and a grant to provide a stage at the
Boyanup Hal,

It is regrettable that my speaking time has
come to an end because I really have only run
through the list of achievements that we have
been able to make already in my area, which
says nothing about the programme that we are
currently working on to ensure that those im-
provements continue. I will address them on
another occasion. Thank you.

MR SPRIGGS (Darling Range) [9.57 p.m.]:
I would like to take this opportunity to say a
few words in the Address-in-Reply debate. I
inton'leid to speak on a different subject for'a
few -. .. rnents, but I thought the previouls
speakt-- mentioned the great achievements that
this Government has brought about. Of course,
one of the things he mentioned was the won-
derful achieve-ment in cutting down country
water supph-' -cost. I happen to live in an area
that has a ctaitry water supply. It was
interesti;ng that last year I received a letter,
signed by the Premier, saying that the increase
in country water supply charges for domestic
consumers is the lowest in eight years; it is
below the inflation rate and represents a re-
duction in real terms.

The water rates on a property I own in 1982-
83 were $60. The document that the Premier
sent out stated that the increase was below
three per cent, and that is below the inflation
rate or at least below the cost, in real terms, of
inflation. I have the bill that I have received
since this Government came to office. in
1982-and the member for Mitchell went on in
great detail about how the country water supply
costs had not increased-my water rates were
$60, and, with this Government's very minor
increase, my water rates for this year were
$160. In real terms there was a great reduction,
he says. What a load of rubbish.

When I received the letter from the Premier I
almost cried. When I received the bill I wept
real tears. That illustrates quite Clearly what a
heap of rubbish the public have had to put up
with from the propaganda from this Govern-
ment.

Mr Blaikie: You should make certain that
your speech does not get into the Bunbury
newspaper. It would embarrass the member for
Mitchell.

Mr SPRIGGS: I think the people of Bunbury
would wonder what this Government is going
to do for the rest of this State. It is going to buy
Mitchell. Not only is it going to buy Mitchell,
but also it will develop it and then it will lose
the seat.

The bill I received was only for rates, not
water used.

Mrs Buchanan interjected.
Mr SPRIGGS: NO; that has nothing to do

with the consumption. I can assure members
that the rate went up from $60, when this
Government came into office, to $160. Yet, the
Premier says it has increased by only three per
cent.

I take this opportunity also, to raise a matter
that is of concern to me. Unlike the member
'for Mitchell, the Government is not buying my
seat. Perhaps it is trying to get rid of me.

The other day, in this House, a dorothy dix
question was asked by the member for
Joondalup. It was one of those questions that
the member for Scarborough races around with
and hands out to those who can read. He then
gives the answer to the Minister.

Mr Burkett: I would never give one to you,
George.

Mr SPRIGGS: I could not read the member's
writing. In that question the Minister for Edu-
cation was asked what wonderful things the
Government was going to do with education
facilities in the northern suburbs. I thought
that, because the Minister was going to build a
school here and add a couple of hundred thou-
sand dollars worth Of improvement somewhere
else, it was wonderful. I then started to think.
Not often do [ think, particularly in this House.
I thought about what was happening in my
area. The Roleystone District High School hap-
pens to be in my area. It was allocated money
last year for development of the third phase of
the school. What did the Minister do? He de-
cided to cut $200 000 off that development.
Obviously that money went to the Joondalup
electorate and to the Mitchell electorate. By
cutting that development by $200000 he is
destroying a magnificent school.

Mr Pearce. That is rubbish.
Mr SPRIGGS: Senior students will now be

housed in what can only be described as a
couple of sheds. It is quite evident from what
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has been said here tonight and from the answer
to the dorothy dix question that this is the
present Government's attitude. It will buy seats
wherever it can at a cost to the community as a
whole. It seems it will have no consideration
for many of the needy areas in the State.

Mrs Watkins: Do you have primary schools
with 900 students in your electorate?

Mr SPRIGGS: I have never denied what is
necessary. However, I question the attitude of
the Minister in taking away money from an
area which had previously been allocated that
money and thereby destroying a school which
is a credit to this State and certainly a credit to
the district in which it is located.

Mr Pearce: No money was taken away. The
tender came in at $200 000 less than the
amount that had been allocated to do the job.

Mr SPRIGGS: Is the Minister trying to tell
me that additions compatible with the pre-
viously designed buildings will be erected?

Mr Pearce: You are supposed to be the
businessman. If $600 000 was allocated for a
school and the tender came in lower, what
would you do?

Mr SPRIGGS: I will tell the Minister, what I
would do. I would build the school as it should
be built. In the next five years it will not cost
$200 000 to bring that school back up to
scratch; it will cost $400 000. The Minister
knows damn well that he is taking away a num-
ber of facilities from that school and that the
buildings that will be housing senior students
are nothing but sheds.

Mr Pearce: Roleystone would be the most
lavishly built high school in this State. In a
sense, it is a disgrace that, while kids are actu-
ally housed in sheds around half of the State,

the previous Government spent so lavishly on
the facilities at Roleystone. We have now
brought that school's facilities back to normal.

Mr SPRIGGS: The Minister has downgraded
that school.

Mr Pearce: Your colleagues will not give you
too much sympathy because there are not too
many sitting around you who have not been to
see me on many occasions to request me to
bring their schools up to half of the level of
Roleystone High School. I think it is a crying
shame that you have got so much more at the
expense of others.

Mr SPRIGGS: The Roleystone school is no
different from any other modem school. The
only difference now is that this phase will not
be built to the original standard.

Mr Pearce: I will take some of that money
and give a bus tour to the people from
Roleystone so that they may see the conditions
of other schools which have a priority ahead of
it.

Mr SPRIGGS: The student council members
have appealed to the Minister to at least look at
the school but he will not look at it with them.
To the best of my knowledge, the only part of
that school which he has seen is a room in the
administration section which he saw with me.
He has not seen the school in his time as Minis-
ter.

Mr Pearce: We spend money where it needs
to be spent.

Leave granted to continue speech at a later
stage of the sitting.

Debate thus adjourned.
House adjourned at 1. 10 p.
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QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

PORTS AND HARBOURS

Boat Ramp:- Binningup Beach

277, Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Will he investigate the need for a boat
ramp at Binningup Beach?

(2) If "Yes", and investigations reveal a
need for a boat ramp at Binningup
Beach, will he have one built?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) If a boat ramp were to be provided at
Binningup Beach, it could only be jus-
tified as a recreational facility
constructed by and vested in the Shire
of Harvey. The Department of Marine
and Harbours would be available to
provide technical advice on the
proposed boat ramp design, if a 50 per
cent funding subsidy were to be sought
from the State Government in accord-
ance with the normal policy. How-
ever, it would be necessary for the
shire to justify the need for this fa-
cility in the first instance.

(2) Not applicable.

TRANSPORT ADVISORY COMMITTEES

Membership

337. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:

Will he please list the names of mem-
bers of committees advising him on
transport and their occupations?

Mr GRILL replied:

The Government has need, from time
to time, to seek the advice of a wide
range of groups from throughout the
community. These groups have vani-
ous degrees of formality and various
lifespans. The area of transport is no
different to the rest of the Govern-
ment in this respect.

Consequently, if the member is able to
tell me in which particular groups he
has an interest, then I will endeavour
to provide him with the information
he is seeking.

PORTS AND HARBOURS: MARINA

Sorrento: Cost

390. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:

What is the estimated total cost of
developing Sorrento Boat Harbour-

(a) land;

(b) works;

(c) recurrring maintenance;

(d) contingencies;

(e) any other associated costs?

Mr GRILL replied:

The estimated total cost for the devel-
opment of the Hillarys Boat Harbour
is $13.5 million. The development of
stage I of the project, being works in-
itially carried out by the Government,
is $8.8 million as follows-

(a) land and shore based costs-e.g.
development of southern node,
toilet block. roadworks, car parks,
drainage, etc.-$ 1.8 million;

(b) works-e.g. breakwaters, dredg-
ing, reclamation, etc.-$7
million;

(c) recurring maintenance $35 000
per annum for breakwater main-
tenance and dredging;

(d) contingencies-included in works
estimate;

(e) other-to be determined.

MR KEITH GALE

Accommodation: Parmelia Hotel

407. Mr MacKINNON, to the Premier:

(1) With reference to question 240 of 27
August, will he advise me the total
amount of expenses paid by the
Government on behalf of Mr Keith
Gale?

(2) If not, why not?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

(1) and (2) See reply to question 241 of 27
August 1985.

418. Postponed.
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COURTS: BAIL
Applications: Forms

424. Mr CASH, to the Minister representing
the Attorney General:
(1) How many forms are currently used to

admit a prisoner to bail?
(2) What is the maximum number of

forms which could be required to be
completed under the proposed bail
procedures?

(3) Is the Attorney General aware that re-
cent trial runs by experienced police
officers using the proposed forms indi-
cate there may be a fourfold increase
in the time taken to complete the
proposed forms as compared with the
forms currently in use?

(4) Is it proposed to employ additional
staff to ensure the speedy release of
prisoners being admitted to bail?

(5) Will the Attorney General meet with
the Commissioner for Police and seek
his views on possible changes to bail
procedures to ensure the speedy re-
lease of prisoners being admitted to
bail?

Mr GRILL replied:
(t) One form is used, unless a surety is

required. A card showing the date and
place of hearing may also be given to
the defendant.

(2) If a surety is required, up to eighit
forms may be needed. If a defendant
is released on his own undertaking to
attend, three forms will be required.

(3) I am aware of concern expressed by
police that additional time may be
required to process a defendant going
to bail. Further tests of procedures are
to be undertaken.

(4) This has not yet been considered.
(5) 1 have previously requested the Under

Secretary for Law to consult with the
Commissioner of Police.

CHEMICALS: GOVERNMENT CHEMICAL
LABORATORI ES

Functional Review Committee: Report
425. Mr CASK, to the Minister for Minerals

and Energy:
(1) When is it anticipated that the Public

Service Board Functional Review
Committee will report to the Govern-

mient its recommendations on the con-
sultants report on the Government
Chemical Laboratories?

(2) When are the scrubbers to be installed
at the Government Chemical
Laboratories and what is the antici-
pated cost of 'the work?

(3) When are the wind tunnel tests due to
be completed in respect of Mineral
House-Stage 2?

(4) When is construction on Mineral
House Stage 2 due to commence and
when will the project be completed?

Mr PARKER replied:

(1) The Public Service Board Functional
Review Committee has now reported
to the Government its recom-
mendations on the consultant's report
on the Government Chemical
Laboratories,

(2) It is intended to install the scrubbers
at the Government Chemical
Laboratories on completion of wind
tunnel tests and after a mechanical en-
gineering consultant has completed
design details. Precise details of
timing and costs are not currently
available.

(3) Within one to two months.
(4) Building should commence in late

1985. Estimated completion date is
December 1986.

PRISONER: RONALD JOSEPH DODD
Governor-in-Executive-Council

432. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:
(1) In relation to Dodd's release on 8 June

1984, was the release authorised by
the Governor in Executive Council?

(2) If so, on what date?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) No. The department advised, in error,

that the prisoner was not subject to
section 86 of the Prisons Act 1981
when submitting the application
under section 83 of the Act for ap-
proval.

(2) Not applicable.

434 and 436. Postponed.
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PORTS AND HARBOURS
Secret Harbour: Progress

438. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Planning:
(I) What progress has been achieved on

the Secret Harbour project?
(2) Is the project still proceeding?
(3)

Mr
(1)

(a) Has the consortium expressed any
comment to the Government over
the number and size of Govern-
ment funded marina projects,
either under construction or
proposed in the metropolitan
area;

(b) if so, would he detail?
PEARCE replied:
Environmental and other departmen-
tal approvals have been granted and
the Metropolitan Region Planning
Authority has indicated its willingness
to lift urban deferment over the stage
I area as soon as 1, the Minister for
Planning, grant approval pursuant to
the State agreement.

(2) Yes.
(3) (a) No;

(b) not applicable.

NATURAL DISASTER: DROUGHT
Freight Subsidy: Kimberley

449. Mr ELAIKIE, to the Minister for Lands
and Surveys:
(1) How many pastoralists in the

Kimberley region whose properties
have been drought declared have
sought freight subsidy for transport of
stock to abattoirs?

(2) (a) What is the amount of money put
forward by the Government to
date;

(b) how many cattle has this
involved; and

(c) what are the abattoirs concerned?
Mr Mel VER replied:
(1) 2.
(2) (a) Approximately $ 10 000 in freight

subsidies has been paid to date;
(b) Approximately 3 000;
(c) Broome, Wyndham, and Fitzroy.

452. Postponed.

TRANSPORT: BUSES
Bunbury Tenders

453. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Regional Development:
(I) When did tenders close for the pro-

vision of bus services to the Bunbury
City and surrounding area?

(2) What were the principal requirements
sought of tenderers?

(3) How many tenders were received and
how many were-
(a) country based;
(b) city based?

(4) When will the Government make its
final decision?

(5) When is the new system proposed to
be operating?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Friday, 16 August 1985.
(2) The capacity and suitability of the

tenderer to undertake the service-in-
cluding matters of character, qualifi-
cations and financial stability-
together with the vehicles, infrastruc-
ture and equipment which the
tenderer is able to provide.

(3) 3;
(a) 2;
(b) 1.

(4) Tenders are still being evaluated and a
final decision is expected shortly.

(5) January 1986.

FORESTS
Timber Mills: Quantity

460. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Further to question 167, of

Wednesday, 21 August 1985, what has
been the amount of timber from State.
forests available to the three timber
millers concerned in each year since
1982?

(2) (a) Where are the mills located; and
(b) how many people are employed at

each timber mill?
Mr DAVIES replied:
(1)

Mill A
Mill B
Mill C

1982-83 1983-84
M' M3

7902 10294
3465 3 555
4421 1 958
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(2) (a) Mill A-Margaret River
Mill B-Picton
Mill C-Waterloo

(b) Mill A- 14
Mill B- 7
Mill C-I15

PASTORAL INDUSTRY: LEASES
Emanuel Family: Shares

465. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Premier:
Would he detail the source of funding
and method adopted by Exim and
Western Australian Livestock Hold-
ings Ltd to purchase shares compris-
ing the Emanuel Kimberley proper-
ties?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
See reply to question 2 11 of 22 August
1985.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT
WA Development Corporation: Interests

466. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Premier:,
Since the commencement of the West-
ern Australian Development Corpor-
ation would he detail the extent of
interests by that organisation?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
Pursuant to section 24 of the Western
Australian Development Corporation
Act, the financial undertakings and in-
vestments of WADC will be disclosed
in the annual report, including
financial statements, of the corpor-
ation for the twelve months ending 30
June 1985, required to be laid before
each House of Parliament before I
October 1985. However, if the mem-
ber has any specific concerns he
should contact the corporation.

LAND: RESERVE
Shannon River Basin: Timber Recovered

469. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) How much timber per m3 for-

(a) hardwood;
(b) chipping purposes,

is expected to be recovered from-
(i) road;
(ii) stream;

(iii) river;
(iv) fire,

reserve areas necessitated by reser-
vation of the Shannon River Basin?

(2) When will all reserve areas be "cut
out"?

(3) What is the expected amount of
royalties that will be received from
these areas?

Mr DAVIES replied:
(1) (a) The sawlog volume withdrawn

from the timber industry by the
reservation of the Shannon Basin
is estimated at 1 705 000 in3 , of
which 1 27 8 000 M3 is karri
sawlog.
An option for supply of this vol-
ume of sawlog would be as fol-
lows-

(i) from road reserves
(ii) from stream reserves
(iii) from river reserves
(iv) from burning buffers in

Hawke and Charlie blocks.

655 000
320000
100000

203000

1 278000

(b) Jarrah and blackbutt sawlogs and
marri and karri chipwood in road,
river, and stream reserves are
estimated to occur in similar pro-
port ions to those on the Shannon
Basin and would be made avail-
able concurrently with karri
sawlog operations, if this option
was followed.

(2) The Department of Conservation and
Land Management has been asked to
commence operational trials to exam-
ine feasibility and consequences of
extending cutting coupes into selected
road, river, and stream reserves. Cut-
ting in 12 trial areas is likely to be
completed during 1985. The results
will be reviewed, before any decision
is taken to extend, modify or cease
further cutting in these reserves.

(3) The royalties which are likely to be
generated from the current loggng,
trials are estimated as $429 900.
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NATURAL DISASTER: DROUGHT
Declarations: Kim berley

471. Mr BLAIKIE, to the Minister for Lands
and Surveys:
(1) How many pastoral properties in the

Kimberley region have been declared
drought affected?

(2) What programmes are available to as-
sist pastoralists?

(3) What is the extent of financial assist-
ance sought to date?

Mr McIVER replied:
(1) 22.
(2) (a) Outward freight subsidy-

administered by the Drought
Consultative Committee;

(b) concessional loans-administered
by the Rural Adjustment and
Finance Corporation;

(c) water drilling subsidy scheme-
administered by the Pastoral
Board.

(3) (a) Pastoralists have so far claimed
$18 468 in freight subsidies, of
which approximately $ 10 000 has
been admitted for payment;

(b) no concessional loan applications
have been received to date;

(c) approximately $11 000 has been
paid out in the water drilling sub-
sidy scheme.

TRANSPORT: RAILWAY
Bunbury-Perth: New Service

476. Mr BRADSH-AW, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) When is the new Bunbury-Perth train

service expected to start?
(2) (a) On which days will the train

operate;
(b) how many services will there be

per day;
(c) at which stations will the train

stop?
(3) Will the Westrail bus service currently

operating continue to operate?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Early in 1987.
(2) (a) Daily;

(b) two services each way daily
Monday to Friday;

one service each way Saturday
and Sunday;

(c) at the present time the schedule
envisaged will combine an ex-
press service of 2 hours-with
one stop at either Kelmscott or
Armadale-and a 2 / hour ser-
vice stopping en route at
Kelmscott, Armadale, Pinjarra,
Waroona, Yarloop, and Harvey.

(3) No.

ROADS

Route Numbering: Exclusions

479. Mr TUBBY, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Referring to Main Roads Department
map on route numbering in Western
Australia, could he please explain why
the roads from Wubin to Mullewa and
Mullewa to Mount Magnet have not
been included?

(2) Is he aware that these routes traverse
some of the best wildflower country in
the State?

(3) Is he also aware that the Shires of
Perenjori and Morawa, which are on
the Wubin to Mullewa Road, have ex-
cellent tourist facilities and have de-
voted considerable effort to promot-
ing the area?

(4) Would he give consideration to the
addition of these two roads on maps
for the information of tourists?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) to (4) 1 tabled a copy of the MRD
discussion paper for members' infor-
mation on 1 November t984. That
discussion paper envisaged three poss-
ible stages, with the third stage in two
parts, for the introduction of route
numbering in rural areas. The third
stage was to be considered for im-
plementation in the long term.

The department is proceeding with
stages I and 2 with some minor
changes made after considering com-
ments received on the discussion
paper. One of these changes is the ex-
tension of route marking between
Mullewa and Mt Magnet. The
Wubin-Mullewa route is in stage 3.
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The estimated cast of the current pro-
posals is in the order of $600 000
which has been provided on the
1985-86 programme. Work should be
completed in the country areas by
August next year.
Significant additional costs would be
incurred if all proposed routes set out
in the discussion paper were
implemented, and at this stage these
funds are not readily available.

REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT
South West Development A uthority Staff

482. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister with
special responsibility for 'Bunbury 2000":
(1) Adverting to question 223 on 22

August 1985, are other people
employed by the South West Develop-
ment Authority besides the 11I Public
Service staff mentioned?

(2) If so, how many and who are they?
(3) What salaries are paid to each of these

people employed by the South West
Development Authority who are not
Public Service staff?

(4) Are Dr Ernie Manea, Mr Baden Pratt,
Mr Kevin Strapp and Sister Glenis
Yoenian employed by the South West
Development Authority?

(5) If "hNo" to (4), by whom are they
employed?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) Including board members and persons
attached, 5, being-
Director
Deputy Director
Board Member
Media Officer
Project Manager

(3) Payment for services rendered are as
follows-
Director $25 000 pa from South West
Development Authority funds.
Deputy Director $45 000 pa from
South West Development Authority
funds.
Board Member $10000 pa from
South West Development Authority
funds.

Media Officer employment is with
Central Media Office but funds are
met by South West Development
Authority, $37 480 pa.
Project Manager Interim position
presently met from Public Service
Board funds, $41 000 pa.

(4) Director (Dr E. C. Manea), Deputy
Director (Mr K. L. Strapp), and board
member (Sister Glenys Yoemnan) are
all paid stipends reflecting the hours
of duty provided to the South West
Development Authority.

(5) Not applicable.

CRIMINAL INJURIES COMPENSATION
BILL

Comments

483. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:

(1) To which bodies or entities have the
provisions of the Criminal Injuries
Compensation Bill been submitted for
comment?

(2) Would the Attorney General please
make available the comments
received?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Assessor of Criminal Injuries Com-

pensation and officers of the Crown
Law Department.

(2) No. These comments were submitted
to the Government in confidence.

CRIMINAL INJURIES COMPENSATION
BILL

Law Society
484. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister

representing the Attorney Genera!:
(1) Has the Criminal Injuries Compen-

sation Bill been submitted to the Law
Society for comments?

(2) If so, could the Attorney Genera?
make the Law Society's comments
available?

(3) If not, why not?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) Not yet; but in accordance with gen-
eral practice, it will be.

(2) and (3) Not applicable.
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CRIME: APPEAL
Jacob Gutman: Costs

485. Dr DADOUR, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:

What was the total Crown appeal costs
awarded against Jacob Gutman
(Austen Tayshus) before the Full
Court in July 1985?

Mr GRILL reolied:
The Full Court ordered that the costs
of the appeals be taxed. This has yet to
be done.

LAND: NATIONAL PARKS
Mining: Unauthorised

486. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(1) Has unauthorised mining been carried

out in the Hamersley Range National
Park?

(2) If "Yes", who carried oul the mining?
(3) Has he or his department investigated

the matter?
(4) lf "Yes" to (3) what are the results?
(5) What action has been taken following

the investigation?
(6) Have any promises or undertakings by

him to Armway Mining, with regard
to mining in the Hamersley Range
National Park, contravened the
Government's policy on conservation
and environment?

(7) What conditions apply to the approval
to mine gold in the national park?

(8) What is the Government's policy re-
garding mining in national parks?

(9) For each of the mining tenements in
the Hamerslcy Range National Park
will he advise-
(a) the location;
(b) the area;
(c) date on which tenements were

granted?

(10) Has he consulted with the National
Parks and Nature Conservation Auth-
ority regarding the approval to mine
in the Hamersley Range National
Park?

(11) If "Yes", did the authority approve
the mining in the park?

(12) If "No" to (11), why did the Govern-
ment not consent?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) Some excavation work was carried out

in 1983.
(2) Not known, but the work was done on

a mining lease held by Mr T. R.
Hargreaves,

(3) Yes.
(4) It was not possible to prove who car-

ried out the excavation.
(5) The holder of the mining leases in the

area concerned was advised that the
excavated area was not to be ex-
tended.

(6) The company has been given per-
mission to explore, but not to under-
take extractive mining on its leases.

(7) No approval for extractive mining has
been given.

(8) The Government would not allow ex-
tractive mining in a national park if
such mining would damage features of
importance to the purposes of the
park.

(9) See below.
(10) Not applicable.
(11) Not applicable.
(12) Exploration is still to be completed;,

when it is complete further consider-
ation can be given to any proposal to
mine. At that time, full consultation
will be held with all appropriate
authorities.

SCHEDULE OF MiINING TENEMENT APPLICATIONS
SITUATED WITHIN THE HAMIER5LEY RANGE NATIONAL PARK

Tenement Applicant Location Area Date ap ntcbed
N.Mber fplcbe

Temporary Reserve
3156H C 0F Iran Holdings PYL Mt Robinson 650 Sq Miles 07.07.65

Utah Development Coy
Black Star P/L

5141H Hamnerslcy Irton OreP&L Southern Fortesce 14.348.53 Ha 30.06,70
561 SH Hancock Prospecting P/L Mt King8  37.06 Sq X m 18.04.73

Wright Prospecting P/L.
New Broken Hill Consolidated

5617H Hancock Prospecting~ P/I Mt Frederick 7.82 Sq Kmn 18.04.73
WWrtPros~pcting PI
New Brke Hill Consolidated
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SCHEDULE OF MINING TENEMENT APPLICATIONS
SITUATED WITHIN THE HAMERSLEY RANGE NATIONAL PAHK-eoninuee

Tenementl Applicant Loication A.t ()areGrianted
Number (rplcbe

Temperarey Reserve
5618H Hancock Prospecting P1 L

Wright Prospecting P/L
New Broken Hill Consolidated

5619H- Hancock Prospecting P/L
Wright Prospeting P/L
New Broken Hill Consolated!

5620H Hancock Prospectitng P/L
Wright Prospectin gPIL
New Broken Hill Consolidiated

5621H Hancock Prospecting P/L
Wright Prospecting IL
New Brokcn Hill Consolidated

5622H Hanhock Prospecting P/L
Wright opecting P1 L

New Broken Hill Consolidated
5623H Ha..cock Prospectin I'lL

Wright Prospecting P'L
New Broken Hill Consolidaled

5624H Hancock Pcospecttng I'lL
Wright Pcospccti /~L
New. Broken Hll Cnsolidated

5625H Hancock Peospecting IlL
Wright Prospecting AIL
New Broken Hill Consolidatcd

Special Act Mineral Leatse
248SA Cliffs International

See 8 1
Sec 84
Sec 86
See 87
Sec 88
See 95

Cliffs Internat ioal
Cliffs Inrcnational
Cliffs International
Cliffs International
Cliffs International
Cliffs International

Special Act Mineral Lease

252SA Mount
(Section
10.1II
and 12)
Gold Mining Leate
471471 Fturit

Langto
472 Ftituris

Lari
475 Melmre

47/476 Mcltic

500 Fauis
Lingle,

501 Ftslsi
Latsgto

502 Fawnsi
Langio

503 Ftiiuris
Lanoto

509 Vilnas,
M ' Paua

510 Vilinis.
McPas

511 Fuisiris
Laingto

512 Fuii
Lsngto

517 Fuituris
Langto

518 Fitris
Langto

519 Futurs
Langto

520 Futuris
LangIo

523 Fttris
Langio

524 Futuri.
Langto

471525

526

527

528

B race M it ig& IL

Corporation Ltd
n Holdings PIL
Corporation Ltd
iHoldings IL

th. Wayne Herbert

l1h. Wayne Herbert

Corporation Ltd
nHoldings P1 L
Corpocration Ltd

in Holdings I'/L
1Corporation Lid
n Holdings P/L
Corporation Lid

in Holding P1 L
Joh.
1I. Dest
John
1I. Des
1Corporation Lid
.n Holding IL
Corporation Lid
nHoldings I'lL
Corporation Ltd

n Holdings I'lL
Corporation Ltd

n Holdings IlL
Corporation Ltd
nHoldings I'lL
Corporation Ltd
.Holdings IL
Corporation Ltd

n Holdings IL
Corperaion Ltd
nHoldings I'lL

Futuris Corporation Ltd
Langton Holdings IL

Futuris Croporation Ltd
Langton Holdings I'lL

Ftituris Corporation Ltd
Langton Holdings IlL

Futuria Corporation Ltd
Langton Holdings IL

Mi Stevenysot

Mt Vigors

45.11 Set Kmn

70.52 Sq Kmn

Ml Vigors 31.94 Sq K.

Hamoerstey Rage 34.20 Sql Km

Mi George

Mi Bruce

Mt Bruce

Mt Bruce

Robe Rivecr

West Amigelat
West Anigelus
West Angela
West Angelas
West Atigelas
West Angelat

Weat Piliara

2.9 Km South of
Milli Milli Springl~
2.9 Ken South of
Milli Milli spring
11.4 Km East of
Milli Milli Spring
4.4 Km South East of
Milli Milli Spring
South West of
Milli Milli Spring
South West of
Milli Milli Spring
South West of
Milli Milli Spring
South West of
Milli Milli Spring
9.6 Kn. East of
Milli Mill. Spring
9.6 K. East of
Milli Milli Spring
10.7 K.mEast of
Milli Milli Spring
10.7 Kmo East of
Milli Milli spring
10 K. South Easi of
Milli Milli Spring
10 K. South East of
Milli Milli Spring
10 Kmn South East of
Milli Milli Spring
10 Kno South East of
Milli Milli Spring
10 K. South East of
Milli Milli Spring
11.4Ken South South
East ofMilli Milli
spring
11.4 Kmn South South
East ofMilli Milti
Spring
11.4 Km South South
East ofMilli Milli
Spring
11.4 Km South South
East ofMilli Milli
Spring
0.6 Kmn South Easi

of Mill, Milli Spring

50.51 Sq Km

48.30 Sq Ken

57.76 Sq Km

26.98 Sq Km

296.4997 Sq
Mile,
1.9 Sq Miles
0.53 Sqt Miles
LI11 Sq Miles
1.78 Sq Miles

0.23 Sqt Miles
2.44 Sqt Miles

546.25 Sqi K.
(portion only)

9.7 Ha

9.7 Ha

9.7 Ha

9.7 Ha

8.0 Ha

8.0 Ha

8.0 Ha

8.0 Ha

9.7 Ha

9.7 Ha

8.0 Ha

8.0 Hat

8.0 Ha

8.0 Ha

8.0 Ha

8.0) Ha

8.0 Hat

8.0 Ha

8.0 Ha

8.0 Hat

8.0 Ha

I18.04.7j

18.04.73

18.04.73

18.04.73

18.04.73

18.04.73

18.04.73

18.04.73

21.1I2.77

2 1.12.77
21. 12.77
21.1'2.77
21. 12.77
21. 12.77
21.12.77

17.10.74

28.9 82

28.9.82

Not Yes
Approved

Not yet approved

09.11.82

09.11.82

09.11.82

09.11.82

2 3.03.83

23.03.93

09.11.82

09.] 1.82

09. 11.82

09.11.82

09.11182

09.11.82

09.11.82

09,11.82

09. 11.82

09.11.8 2

09A 1.82

8.0 Ha 09.11L82

1082



[Tuesday, 17 September 1985] 18

SCHEDULE OF MINING TENEMENT APPLICATIONS
SITUATED WITHIN THE HAMERSLEY RANGE NATIONAL PARK-continued

Tenement ApiatLcfoAraDate Grantod
Number ApiatLctoAra(if applicable)

Gold Mining Lease
536 Presley, Jerry 3 Km South East of 9.71 lia Not Yet

Milli Milli Spring approved
537 Presley. Jerry 3 Kmn South East of 9.71 Ha Not Yet

Milli Milli Spring approved
Mineral Claim
11)45WP Hancock Prospeetitig PtL Mi Bruce 11.5.33 Ha Not Yet Approved

Wright Prospcting P1 1
Miners Homestead Lease
SL(3WP) Hancock and Wright Vampire Gorge 2.83 Ha 29.G1.41

Prospect ing 'J L
6L(4WP) Hancock and Wright Vampire Gorge 1.61 Ha 15.05,41

Prospecting P/L
Exploraion Licence
47/IS Utah Development Coy Madlarktwell 129.5 Sq Km 04.10.82

17 Utah Development Coy Mudlark Well 56.98 Sq Kmn 04,10.82
47140 New Broken Hill Consolidated Mt Bruce 66.34 Sq Kmn 15.09.82

70 Ven Ptr Lid Coppiit Pool 123.37 Sq Km 03.08.83
Pronpecting Licence
47/222 The Readymi.% Group (Aunt) Ltid Wittenoorrt 195 Ha 24-05.85

223 The Readyrnia Group (Aast) Ltd Wittenoon 195 Hat Not Yet Approved

487. Postponed.

ROTTNEST ISLAND
Boat Moorings: America's Cup

494. Mr MacK]NNON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Tourism:
(I) Is the Minister aware that in a Press

release from the Western Australian
Tourism Commission headed:
"Moorings for Cup Yachts" the fol-
lowing statement was made: "Apart
from the Moorings in an area known
as Coekburn Sound, the company'is
also negotiating to provide 60 ad-
ditional moorings at Rottnest Island
about 18 kilometres west of
Fremantle"?

(2) With whom is the company negotiat-
ing to provide the additional 60 moor-
ings at Rottnest Island?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) It is understood that the

company made an approach to the
Department of Marine and Harbours.

WATER RESOURCES
Easement: Retaining Wall

499. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Water Resources:
(1) Referring to my question 295 on 28

August 1985 concerning the proposed
retaining wall on Metropolitan Water
Authority easement between lot 301
and lot 169 Newton Street, Bayswater,
has the retaining wall now been ap-
proved by the Metropolitan Water
Authority?

(2) If "Yes", have the consulting engin-
eers presented the drainage plans to
the Metropolitan Water Authority and

the local authority?
(3) (a) Have the plans been approved;

(b) are the plans available for
viewing?

(4) Has the contractor the right to go on
adjoining private land to install
drains?

(5) Has the local authority a right to auth-
orise entry by private contractors for
constrnction of drainage without ap-
proval of private adjoining owners on
adjoining private land?

(6) Does the Metropolitan Water Auth-
ority have an easement over that part
of lot 169 where the box culvert has
been installed?

(7) (a) Has the Metropolitan Water
Authority paid the owners of lot
169 for the land or the use of the
land;

(b) if "No" do they intend to buy the
land?

Mr TONKIN replied:
(1) No.
(2) and (3) Not applicable.
(4) The member should seek legal opinion

regarding right of entry.
(5) This question should be referred to

the Minister for Local. Government.
(6) 1 presume the member is not aware

that the Metropolitan Water Auth-
ority no longer exists. If his question is
meant to refer to the Water Authority
of Western Australia, the answer is
"No"
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(7) (a) As for (6);
(b) the Water Authority does not in-

tend to buy the land.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: BANK

IBJ (Australia) Bank Ltd- Sale

500. Mr COURT, to the Premier and
Treasurer:
(1) Will the State Government be using

the $23 million profit on the sale of its
share of IBJ Australia Ltd to keep
Government taxes and charges down?

(2) If "Yes", when will the Treasury be
able to take these funds into account?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(I) and (2) Any profits made by the rel-

evant statutory authorities become
available to the State's Consolidated
Revenue Fund as they are declared
and in amounts determined by the rel-
evant Statutes.

INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT: WA
DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION
Perth Technical College Site: Purchase

501. Mr COURT, to the Premier:
When will the Western Australian De-
velopment Corporation be Purchasing
the Perth Technical College property?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
It is expected that Western Australian
Development Corporation will ac-
quire the Perth Technical College
property in 1985-86.

INDUSTRIAL DISPUTES

Pilbara Mine Sites

510. Mr COURT, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Industrial
Relations:

(1) Has there been a high level of indus-
trial work stoppages and work disrup-
tion at certain Pilbara mine sites over
the past two months?

(2) If "Yes", what have been the mine
sites affected?

(3) Is any action proposed by the Iron Ore
Industry Consultative Council to rem-
edy the situation?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) and (2) This information may be

obtained from statistics from the
Commonwealth Department of Em-
ployment and Industrial Relations.

(3) The Iron Ore Industry Consultative
Council is not a dispute-settling mech-
anism. Its objectives are to provide for
genuine consultation and infor-
mation-sharing between Government,
union, and employers on matters of
interest and concern to the iron ore
industry.

EDUCATION
Beazley Report Recommendation No. 261

511. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has the working party referred to in

Beazley report recommendation 261
been appointed?

(2) If so, who are the members of the
working party?

(3) Has the working party yet made any
recommendations for change?

(4) If so, what are those recommend-
ations?

(5) Have these recommendations been ac-
cepted or rejected?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(I) to (5) The working party referred to in

the Beazley report recommendation
No. 261 has not been formed. How-
ever, the Country High School Hostels
Authority is currently assessing de-
mand for hostel accommodation in
country locations and is also
examining the feasibility of acquiring
a suitable facility in the metropolitan
area for students participating in the
gifted and talented programme.

EDUCATION
Beazicy Report: Recommendation No. 2S9

512. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Has the working party referred to in

Beazley report recommendation No.
259 been appointed?

(2) If so, who are the members of the
working party?
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Mr

(1)
PEARCE replied:
and (2) The issues relevant to the
staffing of country schools have been
included in the agenda of permanent
working parties on primary or second-
ary education.

EDUCATION ACT
Review

513. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Are the Education Act and Regu-

lations being reviewed in order that
existing barriers to community par-
ticipation in school-based de-
cision-making can be reviewed?

(2) If so, who is carrying out that review?
(3) When will that review be completed?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) The Education Department in consul-

tation with the Crown Law Depart-
ment.

(3) The review is a major undertaking and
therefore it is not possible to give a
precise date for completion. However,
it is hoped that the major work will be
finished by the end of 1986.

EDUCATION
Beazley Report: Recommendations No. 164 and

186
514. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for

Education:
(1) How are parents being informed of

their rights as recommended in
recommendation No. 164 of the
Beazley report?

(2) What action, if any, has been taken to
implement recommendation No. 186
of the Beazley report?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) A working party has been formed to

consider this issue and members are
currently involved in preparing a
document concerning the implemen-
tation of Beazicy recommendations
Nos. 163, 164, and 165. The docu-
ment will be available for distribution
when it has been completed.

(2) Specialist Education Department ad-
visory staff and visiting medical staff
have heightened teacher awareness of
children with special needs as a result

of the concerns set out in the Beazley
report. Where necessary, teachers re-
fer children for further assessment.
There are a range of options
depending upon the area of concern-
for example, guidance officers, school
medical officers or specialist referral
centres, clinics etc.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS
Education Committees

515. Mr MacKJNNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Do there currently exist

committees on education?
Aboriginal

(2) If so, how many such comrmittees
Iexist?

(3) Where are they located?
(4) What is their role?
Mr PEARCE replied:
(I) to (4) With the establishment of the

Western Australian Aboriginal Edu-
cation Consultative Group
(WAAECG), Aboriginal committees
on education in name and structure
ceased to exist. They were all made
part of the Aboriginal consultative
network. The membership of the
Western Australian Aboriginal Edu-
cation Consultative Group consists of
people who are from each of the de-
partmental regions plus some
specialists. Altogether fourteen (14)
Aboriginal committees exist. Western
Australian Aboriginal Education Con-
sultative Group members are
establishing regional and in some
cases locally-based education advisory
groups. Some of these regional groups
have retained the title "Aboriginal
committees on education". The role of
these newly constituted groups is to
advise regions on the educational
needs of Aborigines.

ABORIGINAL AFFAIRS
Education Consultative Group

516. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Who are the members of the Aborigi-

nal Education Consultative Com-
mittee?

(2) What is the group's objective?
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Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) The membership of the Western

Australian Aboriginal Education Con-
sultative Group are as follows-
Chairperson-Mr R. Garlett
Deputy Chairperson-Ms D. Brawn
Executive Officer-Ms 0. Green
Early Childhood-Ms K. Yarran
Primary-Ms C. Garlett
Secondary-Ms D. Brown
Tertiary-Mr T. Wilkes
TAFE-Mr E. Hayward
Curriculumn-Mr K. Wyatt
Catholic Education-Mr T. Lee
Student-Ms F. Ogilvie
NAEC Member-Mr S. Albert
Regional Representatives:
East Kimberley-Mr B. Minniecon
West Kimberley-Mr M. Torres
Pilbara-Ms B. Christensen
North Central-Ms H. Kickett
Midlands-Mr M. Thorne
Goldfields-Mr T. Brownley
Yilgam-Mr L. Garlett
South West-Mr A. Hansen
Great Southern-Mr G. Miniter
Upper Great Southern-Mr H. Riley
Metro North East-Ms D. Taylor
Metro North West-Ms D. Wallamn
Metro South East-Ms E. Aziz
Metro South West-Ms J. Lewis

(2) To provide the Minister with
informed community views on edu-
cation for Aborigines.

EDUCATION
Beozley Report: Recommendation No. 243

517. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Have the inservice programmes and

guidelines to eliminate sex-stereo-
typing, as recommended in
recommendation No. 243 of the
Beazicy report, yet commenced?

(2) If so, how many have been held?
(3) If not, when will these courses com-

mence?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) Yes.

(2) (a) Guidelines distributed have in-
eluded-

Formal guidelines to all authors
for the Education Department,
printed in the 1984 publications
policy of the Education Depart-
ment of WA-pp. 2 and 3;

formal guidelines to all officers of
the curriculum branch as part of
the "House File" for curriculum
officers-pp. 45 and 46;

guidelines published by other
organisations, distributed to
heads or their representatives of
major curriculum development
branches of the department;

a document on non-sexist chil-
dren's literature produced by the
integrated resource collection of
the library services branch, for li-
brary advisers and librarians;

guidelines on selection of chil-
dren's literature for teacher li-
brarians and resource teachers.

(b) Inservice Programme-

Four inservice activities have
been provided by officers of the
equal opportunity branch to
centrally-based personnel;

a committee was established in
1984 made up of the heads or
their representatives of major cur-
riculum development branches in
head office to monitor and pro-
vide advice on the elimination of
all stereotyping in curriculum ma-
terials;

officers of the equal opportunity
branch provide ongoing
consultancy and advisory support
to all centrally-based officers en-
gaged in curriculum development;

major branches involved in cur-
riculum development have made
elimination of sexism an integral
part of the process of professional
review.

(3) Not applicable.
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EDUCATION
Beazley Report: Recommendation No. 246

518. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Have the preservice and inservice pro-

grammes for teachers to assist them in
analysing their own beliefs and class-
room behaviour and to enable them to
develop skills in creating and
maintaining a non-sexist environment
(Beazley recommendation No. 246)
yet commenced?

(2) If so, what is the nature of the pro-
gramme?

(3) If not, when will these programmes
commence?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) For the primary and secondary sectors

of the Education Department of WA,
the programme for 1985 includes-

five one-day regionally-based
courses for teams representing
secondary schools, on the topic of
developing a school policy on gen-
der equity;
five similar courses for teams
representing primary schools;
four one-day, regionally-based
courses on the topic of classroom
management;
five one or half-day courses rel-
evant to teachers from particular
subject specialist areas;
the annual women in education
conference;

MEMBERS EX-OFFI1tO
Director Gieneral of Educaion-Dr R. L Vickery

Dmrccor-Dr M. 1. Clark
MEMBERS A PPOI NTED BY THE M IN ISTER
Giovernment Sconidary Education

Director General Dr N. Hoffman
ofEducaiOn nomninees Dr P. W. Hill

Ms K. M. Pepall
M r 1. Sktvinis

State School Teachers Union oIW.A.
Union nominees Mr E, .1. Markten

MrJ. R. Bateman'
M r D. C. Carlson*
Ms S. K. Rodway

Independent Schools
Director of Catholic Dr P. D, Tannocc
Education nominees
Association of Mrs G. J. Jones
Independent Schools MrW. R. Dickinson
nominees

a series of advisory and
consultancy school or col-
lege-based inservice activities, on
request.

(3) Not applicable.

519. Postponed.

EDUCATION

Secondary Education Authority:, Membership

520. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:

(1) Who are the current members of the
Secondary Education Authority?

(2) What is the primary function of the
authority?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) The Secondary Education Authority
comprises 28 members being 2
ex-oficio members and 26 members
appointed by the Minister. The
ex-officio members are the Director
General of Education and the Director
of the authority. The Chairman of the
authority is appointed by the Minis-
ter. Provision has been made in the
Act for each authority member to
have a deputy.

The authority members installed on I
February 1985 and their deputies are
as follows, grouped according to their
nominating institutions with their
term of office indicated in brackets:-

Cltairman-Dr R. L. Vickery (Ministerial Wponient)
Depuuv Chairman-Dr N. Hoffman (Elce by the
Authority)

(3)
(3)
(2)
121

(Deputy: Mr R. McCrcddru)
(Deputy: Dr M. .1. Angus)

( Deputy: DrJ. A. Builday)
(Deputy: Mr D3. R. Chambers)

(I)
(2)
(2)
(I) (Deputy: Mr H. Rosser)

(Deputy: Ms P. A. Piepetibrocc)

(3) (Deputy: Sir P. N. Hanin)

(3) (Deputy: Mr K. D. O'Sullivan)
(2) (Deputy: Mr C. V. Ellis)
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Ineedent Schools Mr J. MeEweni
Saaid Officers As-

socatioms nominEeS
Post Secondary Education

Murdocli University Nor. A. P. Rob
nominees. M rD. D. Dunn
University of W.A. Prof. A. J. Boyl
nominees DreN. K. ticGar
W.A. College of Dr R. R. qove11
Advanced Education Dr D. A. Jecks
nlomtin ees
W.A. Institute of Dr J. R. Slrarph
Technology nominees DrS. N. HName

Technical Education
Dircor of TAPE hid, D. Halos'
nominee
Union nominee Mr D.5S. Baller
Community I-Irs C. B. Adle,
Representatives Mis M. A. Anti,

(2) (Deputyz Mr W. F. Martin)

er501%

C

is

orn

weiii

Fit

Mir K. A. Lockhart
Mr Mi. F, lNotclhkir

*Since the initial appoirttmecnrs. the State school Teachers. Unson has
membership. being replaced by Mr D. Powell and NIS G. Parkin.
The Deputy Director. Mr R, M. Jones is Seereian to the Authority.

(2) (A) The primary function of the Sec-
ondary Education Authority is
the approval of courses of study
for secondary school students and
the certification of achievement
of students studying those
courses.

(B) Subject to the general provisions
of the "Secondary Education
Authority Act I1984", the func-
tions of the Authority are
provided for in section 12(1) of
the Act as follows:
(a) to collaborate and consult

with secondary and
post-secondary education in-
stitutions for the purposes of
this Act;

(b) to prepare guidelines for the
preparation by secondary
education institutions of
syllabuses for subjects in
which students will be
assessed for purposes of certi-
fication and approve
syllabuses prepared under
those guidelines;

(c) to prepare syllabuses for sub-
jects in which students will
be assessed for purposes of
certification;

(d) to accredit, for the purpose of
the issue of a certificate of
studeat performance,
par fldlly completed second-
ary courses taken outside the
.State;

( 3)(2)
(Deptt A/ProL L. R. Davidson)
(Deputy: Mr R. N. Macwilliamp
(Deputy. Prof J. A. Hay)
(Deputy: Dr K. hi. Jack)
(Deputy: Dr S. C, Lawrence)

(2) (Deputy: Dri. H. take)

(2) (Depuiyr Dr R. ]nnes)

MI (Deputy: DreW. T, Delaney)

(2)

d new elections. Mr J, Batemans and Mr D. Cartbon have retired from

(e) to assess student perform-
ance in accordance with
syllabuses prepared or ap-
proved by the Authority by
such means as it thinks fit;

(f) to prepare guidelines for the
assessment of student per-
formance by secondary edu-
cation institutions and
recognize such assessment to
the extent it thinks fit-,

(g) to advise and confer with em-
ployers, trade unions and
such other persons or bodies
as the Authority thinks fit
with respect to recognition by
those persons and bodies of
subjects, and to advise those
persons and bodies with re-
spect to levels and methods
of assessment and methods of
certification;

(h) to consult with
post-secondary education in-
stitutions with-respect to the
compilation of the tertiary
entrance Score, to review
from time to time the effect
of requirements and pro-
cedures for admission to
post-secondary institutions
and, if considered necessary,
to report the results of such
reviews to the Minister.

(i) to provide information to
post-seco~ndary education in-
stitutions on the performance
of students seeking entrance
to those institutions;
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()to conduct and promote in-
vestigations, studies and re-
search into matters relevant
to the functions of the Auth-
ority; and

(k) to provide such facilities re-
lating to its functions as the
Authority thinks necessary or
conducive to their attain-
ment.

Section 12(2) of the Act provides also
that the Authority shall-

(a) establish the minimum re-
quirements for graduation
from a secondary education
institution and for the issue
of a certificate of student per-
formance;

(b) on payment of the prescribed
fee, if any, issue certificates
of student performance to
students who have completed
their secondary education
and met the minimum re-
quirements established under
paragraph (a);

(c) establish a register of subjects
which may be entered on a
certificate of student per-
formnance;

(d) establish and carry into effect
procedures for ensuring the
comparability of assessment
of student performance for
the purposes of certification;

(e) prepare and maintain records
of assessment made or
recognised by the Authority,
liaise with secondary edu-
cation institutions as to the
maintenance of such records
as the Authority sees fit, and
provide, on request and on
payment of the prescribed
fee, if any, a copy of this
record to a student or former
student or, subject to section
32, copies of student records
to persons or bodies so
requesting;

(f) liaise with the Committee
with respect to the Com-
mittee's functions under this
Act and consider matters re-
ferred to it by the Com-
mittee.

The Secondary Education Authority
Act also provides in section 12(3) that
"the Authority shall give effect to any
written direction given to it by the
Minister."

EDUCATION

Beaztey Report: Recommendation No. 122

521. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:

What action has been taken to im-
plement recommendation 122 of the
Beazicy report?

Mr PEARCE replied:

A system of regular performance ap-
praisal consists of two elements-

(i) the annual process of professional
review;

(ii) formal evaluation.

Implementation in 1984 and 1985 has
focused on the formal evaluation as-
pects of the performance appraisal
system. Phase A of the formal evalu-
ation scheme was implemented this
year for 1986. It is planned to im-
plement phase B of this scheme in
1986 for 1987.

EDUCATION

Beazley Report: Recommendation No. 77

522. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:

With respect to recommendation 77
of the Beazley report, who is it that
determines "there is a conviction of
need" for chaplains to be appointed in
Government schools?

Mr PEARCE replied:

Negotiations between the Churches'
Commission on Education and the
Education Department have estab-
lished that the need for a chaplain in a
Government school must be agreed
upon by the school principal, the
parent body, and local clergy. This
agreement extends to the selection of a
suitable person who must then be ap-
proved by the commission and auth-
orised by the Director General of Edu-
cation.-

(35)
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EDUCATION
Beazley Report: Recommendation No. 59

523. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:

What action has been taken to im-
plement recommendation 59 of the
Beazley report?

Mr PEARCE replied:
Working parties have been exploring
ways of assessing literacy in primary
and secondary schools. During second
term a number of secondary students
have been engaged in a literacy assess-
ment trial based on a set of criteria in
reading, writing, speaking, and
listening. The trial will continue into
third term 1985. A primary literacy
working party is currently developing
literacy criteria for use in primary
schools.

WITTENOOM
Visitors

524. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Tourism:

How many visitors visited Wittenoom
during the year ended-
(a) 30 June 1983;
(b) 30 June 1984;
(c) 30 June 1985?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(a) to (c) Visitor statistics are not col-

lected for the town of Wittenoom.

WITTENOOM
Future: Cabinet Subcommittee

525. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Regional Development and the North
West:
(1) H-as a Cabinet subcommittee been

formed on Wittenoom to examine the
future of Wittenoom?

(2) Who are the members of that
subcommittee?

(3) What is the subcommittee's role?
(4) H-ow may times has the subcommittee

met?
(5) Who has attended each of those meet-

ings?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Yes.

(2) Hon. 3. F. Grill MLA (Minister for
Regional Development and the North
West); I-on. K. Mclver MLA
(Minister for Lands and Surveys);
Hon. R. Davies MLA (Minister for the
Environment, Conservation and Land
Management); Hon. B. Hodge MLA
(Minister for Health).

(3) to (5) The committee meets as necess-
ary to discuss issues affecting
Wittenoom and provides advice to
Cabinet.

AMERICA'S CUP
Challenge Teams: Business Contacts

526. Mr MacKINN ON, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Tourism:

Where can businesses attain contact
points with America's Cup challenge
organisations so that they can arrange
business contact with those organis-
ations?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
America's Cup Office, Government of
Western Australia, 1 5th Floor, 197 St
George's Terrace, Perth.

EMPLOYERS' INDEMNITY
SUPPLEMENTATION FUND

Credit
527. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister

representing the Minister for Industrial
Relations:
(1) How much currently stands to the

credit of the Employers' Indemnity
Supplementation Fund?

(2) What are the estimated outstanding
claims for future liabilities payable
from this fund?

(3) Who invests the surplus funds cur-
rently standing to the credit of the
fund?

Mr PARK.ER replied:
(1) The balance as at 31 August 1985 was

$3 287 963.46.
(2) As at August 1985 the estimated out-

standing claims payable from the fund
were-

(i), Bishopsgaie Insurance
00i Palmdale Insurance

The total oumstanding claim

685 548.12
328 933. 7

1 014481,90
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(3) The investment of surplus funds is in
accordance with section 6 of the Em-
ployers' Indemnity Supplementation
Fund Act 1 980-82 by the Treasurer.

EDUCATION
International Year of Peace:- Activities

528. Mr MacKINNON, to the Minister for
Education:
(1) Is he aware that 1986 is the Inter-

national Year of Peace?
(2) If so, what activities are planned

within schools for 1986 in recognition
of this fact?.

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) and (2) It is planned to devote an issue

of the social studies newsletter Axis to
provide guidelines for teachers about
how they may use the existing K-10
social studies syllabus to support the
International Year of Peace.

AGED PERSONS
Lady Brand Lodge for Frail Aged (Inc): Letter

529. Mr TUBBY, to the Premier:
(1) Was a letter forwarded from his office,

reference No. T 151702/82, which was
a reply to my letter of 7 May 1985,
concerning the Lady Brand Lodge at
Three Springs and received at my
office on 26 August 198 5?

(2) If "Yes", because this letter was not
signed or dated, will he please verify
that he approves of the contents be-
fore distribution to constituents?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) I was unaware of any unsigned

letter being sent to the member. I am
aware, however, of having signed a let-
ter concerning the Lady Brand Lodge
at Three Springs, dated 27 August. If
the member so wishes, I can arrange
for a further copy to be made available
for his information.

HEALTH
Prostheses: Charges

530. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Do private patients in recognised hos-

pitals in Western Australia get charged
for specified classes of prostheses?

(2) If "Yes", do other States charge pri-
vate patients as expressed in (1)?

(3) If "Yes" to (1), why is the Govern-
ment charging for prostheses in West-
era Australia?

Mr KODGE replied:
(1) Yes, as from I September 1985.
(2) All States except South Australia are

currently charging or are in the pro-
cess of introducing charges for
prostheses.

(3) To recoup the cost of the prostheses
from the private insurance funds as is
done in private hospitals.

HEALTH
Medical Practitioners: Conditions

531. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister for
Health:
(1) Can the medical profession of West-

ern Australia look forward to the same
conditions and awards as expressed by
the Prime Minister in his "seven point
package" for the New South Wales
doctors?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) If so, when can the medical profession

of Western Australia expect these con-
ditions?

Mr HODGE replied:
(1) to (3) On 20 June I invited the

Australian Medical Association to en-
ter into negotiations and submit pro-
posals to me. No proposals have been
received to date.

532. Postponed.

ELECTORAL
Enrolments: Silent

533. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:
(1) How many so-called silent enrolments

are registered by. the Electoral Office
in Western Australia as from 3
September 1985?

(2) How many electorates are affected by
such silent enrolments?

Mr TONKIN replied:
(1) 49 electors-
(2) 22 districts.
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GAMBLING
Casino.- Pub/kc Environmental Report

534. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for the
Environment:
(1) Has the Environmental Protection

Authority now received the draft pub-
lic environmental report on the
Burswood Island casino development?

(2) If "Yes", on what date?
(3) If "No" to (2), on what date will the

Environmental Protection Authority
receive the report?

(4) On what date will the Environmental
Protection Authority release the pub-
lic environmental report for public
comment?

(5) How long will the public environmen-
tal report be open for public coni-
ment?

Mr DAVIES replied:
(1) and (2) No.
(3) An environmental report is expected

this mnonth.
(4) and (5) The date of release and the

peaiod of public review are decisions
which will be made when the Environ-
mental Protection Authority receives
and considers the report.

535. Postponed.

LIQUOR
Lence:- Ausimark Hotel Bunbury

536, Mr BRADSH-AW, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Racing and
g:aming:
(1) Have the Bunbury Austmark Hotel

owners, as proposed managers, ap-
plied to the licensing court for a li-
cence?

(2) If so, is this a transfer of another li-
cence or an application for a new li-
cence?

(3) What is the proposed cost to build this
hotel?

(4) What premium has been set by the
licensing court?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Yes, hotel and cabaret licences.
(2) New licences.
(3) This information is privy to the

owners.
(4) Hotel $75 000; cabaret $21 000.

LIQUOR: TAVERN
Lombardo: Construction Cost

537. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Minister
representing the Minister for Racing and
Gaming:
(1) What was the cost to build the

Lombardo Tavern complex at
Fremantle?

(2) What premium was charged by the
licensing court to the owners or man-
agers of the Lombardo Tavern for a
licence?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) This information is privy to the

owners.
(2) $97000.

538. Postponed.

SWAN BREWERY: OLD SITE
Purchase Price

539. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Planning:
(1) What is the total purchase price being

paid by the Government for the old
Swan Brewery site in Mounts Bay
Road?

(2) What are the terms of sale and when
will the final payment be made?

(3) What rate of interest will apply to any
outstanding balance of purchase
price?

(4) Which party will be liable for-
(a) legal fees;
(b) stamp duty;
(c) other expenses?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) $5 million.
(2) Two payments of $2.5 million are be-

ing made-one on 12 September this
year and the other on 12 September
next year.

(3) None.
(4) (a) Each party carried its own legal

costs; the Government's legal
work was carried out by Govern-
ment legal officers as part of their
normal duties;
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(b) the transaction was exempt from
stamp duty;

(c) $62 registration fees on discharge
of mortgage and transfer.

STATE FINANCE

Budget: Presentation

540. Mr HASSELL, to the Treasurer:

On what date does he expect to
present the State Budget to the House?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

Present indications are that the
Budget will be introduced on
Thursday, 10 October 1985, but a
firmer indication will be given at a
later date.

ROAD

Nanga Brook Road: Upgrading

541. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) What grant is to be allocated this year
for upgrading of Nanga Brook Road at
Dwellingup?

(2) What work is to be carried out on
Nanga Brook Road this year?

(3) What is the daily average of vehicles
using Nanga Brook Road-
(a) on Saturdays;

(b) on Sundays;

(c) on holidays, such as Mondays,
Easter and Christmas?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) and (2) Discussion on improvements
to Nanga Brook Road is continuing
between Murray Shire Council and
the Main Roads Department. At this
stage I am unable to advise on any
grant allocation.

(3) Based on information provided to the
Main Roads Department, the
estimated traffic counts are-

(a) and (b) 150 vehicles per day;

(c) 700 vehicles per day during the
Easter holiday period in 1984;
other public holiday traffic infor-
mation is not known.

ROAD
Alfred Road- West Coast Highway: Construction
542. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Transport:
(1) Referring to the allocation of $1

million for the construction of 2.4
kilometres of single carriageivay be-
tween West Coast Highway and Alfred
Road, what is the width of the bitu-
men pavement to be constructed?

(2)
(3)

What is the width of the road reserve?
Is a dual carriageway to be
constructed for this section of road?

(4) If "Yes" to (3), when is the dual road
expected to be built?

(5) What is the present status or category
of Servetus Street, Swanboume?

(6) When does the Government expect to
make a decision on the future use of
Servetus Street?

(7) Is consideration being given
upgrading Servetus Street?

Mr GRILL replied:

to

(1) 10 metres to be lane marked as a
two-lane road.

(2) 40 metres.
(3) The design allows for an eventual dual

carriageway.
(4) No date has been set.
(5) Servetus Street is a local government

road currently classified as an urban
arterial road under the Common-
wealth classification system.

(6) and (7) The local government
authorities responsible for Servetus
Street are considering the implemen-
tation of various traffic management
devices to improve traffic conditions.
No immediate consideration is being
given to the construction of the
proposed adjacent primary road to re-
place Servetus Street.

SPORT AND RECREATION
Indoor Sports Centre: Construction

543. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) What is the estimated cost of building

the new sports centre at McGillivray
Oval, Graylands?

(2) Were tenders called to design and con-
struct the new centre?
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(3) If "No" to (2), were individuals or
companies invited to submit design
and construction proposals for the
new sports centre?

(4) If "Yes" to (3), who were the individ-
uals or companies invited to submit
proposals?

(5) Were the names of the selected group
advertised?

(6) Who made the selection of the group?
(7) By what method was the selection of

the group made?
(8) By what method was the contract

awarded?
(9) Who selected the winner of the con-

tract?
(10) What opportunities exist for

sub-contractors to participate in the
contract?

(11) What is the Government's policy in
awarding contracts?

Mr McI VER replied:
(1) $20.9 million.
(2) and (3) Interested consortia, compris-

ing builders and professional consult-
ants, were invited by public advertise-
ment to register their interest and 19
submissions were received. Four of
these consortia were selected and
invited to submit a design and tender
a price to undertake the project, i.e.
design and contract.

(4) Consortia headed by-
Robert Cann and Peter Hunt, archi-
tects in association with Consolidated
Construction, builders;
Clough Engineering Group as builder
with Brand, Deykin and Hay, archi-
tects;
Concrete Constructions as builders
with Silver, Hanley and Thomas, ar-
chitects;
Jennings Project Management as
builders with Hobbs, Winning and
Leighton and Partners, architects.

(5) Yes.
(6) A selection committee established by

the Minister for Sport and Rec-
reation-
Professor John Bloomfield of HWA;
Mr J. Duncan, Royal Australian Insti-
tute of Architects;

Mr M. Lilleyman, Master Builders'
Association;
Mr S. Walsh, Minister's Ofice, Sport
and Recreation;
Mr G. Vassiliou, Department for
Sport and Recreation;
Mr N. Hall, Building Management
Authority.

(7) Reduction elimination based on infor-
mation submitted by each group.

(8) Assessment analysis of each group's
submission in respect of its "best fit"
to the requirements of the briefing
document.

(9)
(10)

The selection committee.
The normal opportunities available
for sub-contractors in relation to any
building project, i.e. direct association
with the contractor concerned.

(11) Generally, by public tender, but not
necessarily limited to public tender,
with the lowest or any tender not
necessarily being accepted.

PRISONER: RONALD JOSEPH DODD
Custody

544. Mr H-ASSELL, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:
(1) Where was Ronald Joseph Dodd held

in custody?
(2) How long was he there?
(3) Where was he held since his convic-

tion for murder and for what period,
or periods?

M r GRILL repl ied:
(1) to (3) 8/10/76-21/4/82 Fremantle

Prison
2214/82-12/5/82 Albany Regional
Prison
13/5/82-19/5/82 Fremantle Prison
20/5/82-30/6/82 Albany Regional
Prison
1/7/82-7/7/82 Fremantle Prison

8/7/82-19/1/83 Albany Regional
Prison
20/1/83-21/1/83 Fremantle Prison

21/1/83-18/5/83 Albany Regional
Prison
9/1/85-6/9/85 Barton's Mill Prison
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PRISONER: RONALD JOSEPH DODD
Preparation

545. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:

(1) In the past three months, has Ronald
Joseph Dodd been involved in a pro-
gramme of preparation for his release
from prison on parole?

(2) If so, what are the details of that pro-
gramme?

Mr GRILL replied:
(I) and (2) Mr Dodd was approved for

inclusion in activity programmes
under section 94 of the Prisons Act on
18 June 1985. His activities have been
as follows-
(i) Community work at Pickering

Brook Social Club-28/6/85
(ii) Interprison football compe-

titions-
At Wooroloo Prison-22/6/85
At Pickering Brook-29/6/85
At Pickering Brook-1 3/7/85
At Canning Vale Prison-3 1/8/85

(iii) Toastmasters debating team-
At Bandyup Prison-3/7/85
At Karnet Prison-1 7/7/85

(iv) Kalamunda Police Station-
20/8/85

(v) Kalamunda townsite-
purchase of clothing-3/9/85

Mr Dodd was under the supervision of
a prison officer on each occasion.

FISHERIES: TUNA
Quotas:, Allocations

546. Mr WATT, to the Minister for Fisheries:

(1) With the imposition of individual
transferable quotas in the southern
bluefin tuna fishery, what was the
total number of fishermen who
received a quota?

(2) What was the aggregate of all quotas
allocated to Western Australian
fishermen?

(3) How many fishermen in Western
Australia still own quota?

(4) What is the aggregate of quota still
owned by Western Australian
fishermen?

(5) How much of the quota still held by
Western Australian fishermen is-
(a) fished by the owner;
(b) leased to other

Australian fishermen;
Western

(c) leased to fishermen in another
State?

(6) Of the tuna quota owned by the State
Government-
(a) how many tonnes are held;
(b) how many fishermen are to be

allocated quota on lease;
(c) how much per tonne is to be paid

for quota leased from the State
Government?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1) 70.
(2) 2 752 tonnes.
(3) 36 Western Australian fishing boats

had quotas attaching to them as at 6
September 1985. About 4 of these
would be lease quota only; the remain-
der would be either ownership or a
combination of lease and ownership.

(4) 2 243 tonnes were held by Western
Australian fishing boats as at 6
September 1985, as a combination of
lease and ownership tonnage. As at 13
September 1985 the quota owned by
WA fishermen was 1 648 tonnes.

(5) This information is not available.

(6) The season concludes on 30
September 1985. The industry has
been invited to tender for the Govern-
ment-held quota of 290 tonnes. Ten-
ders close on 30 September 1985, after
which a decision on the price and
issue will be made.

ROAD: ALBANY HIGHWAY
Dual Carriageway: Kelmscott

547. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:

(1) Will he table and let me have a copy of
the plan of the proposed extended
dual carriageway from Turner Avenue
to Gilwell Avenue in Kelmscott?

(2) Have the breaks (entries and exits) in
this section of the dual carriageway
been agreed between the Town of
Armadale, property owners and the
Main Roads Department?
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Mr GRILL replied:
(1) Plans are currently being finalised and

a copy will be forwarded to the mem-
ber when approved.

(2) Discussion has taken place with
officers of the Armadale Town Coun-
cil and the plans are currently being
forwarded to the town for acceptance.

PORTS AND HARBOURS
Marine and Harbours Department:

Appointments
548. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for

Transport:
What other appointments have been
made in the Department of Marine
and Harbours from the so-called
restructuring of the department?

Mr GRILL replied:
Would the member be more specific? I
am unable to detail what other ap-
pointments have been made unless he
indicates the appointment or appoint-
ments to which he does not require
reference.

ROAD
Ranford Road: Upgrading

549. Mr RUSHTON, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is any money to be spent on upgrading

Ranford Road between Nicholson
Road and Westfield Road?

(2) If "Yes", how much is to be spent?
(3) If "Yes" to (1), will he describe the

works?
(4) If "No" to (1), and noting that

Ranford Road has regional status, will
he have immediate action taken to en-
sure safety pull-off lanes are
strategically constructed to assist the
saving of lives until major works are
implemented?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) There are no specific Government

funds allocated to Ranford Road in
the current financial year. It is not
known if local government is planning
to spend money on this road.

(2) Answered by (1).
(3) Answered by (1).
(4) This will be a matter for the relevant

local government authority.

550. Postponed.

LAND: RESERVES

Lane-Poole:- Recreation Zone

551. Mr RUSHTON, to the Premier:
(1) Was he aware on 4 December 1984,

when he announced "52 000 hectares
centred on the Murray River Basin
will be named the Lane-Poole Re-
serve" and said "there will be no
mining or timber extraction in the
conservation zone of the Jarrab Re-
serve", that a large portion of the
Lane-Poole Reserve fronting the
Murray River had been toned rec-
reation, in which logging and mining
would still be allowed?

(2) If "Yes", did he deliberately leave out
any mention of logging and mining be-
ing allowed in the recreation zone, or
was this an oversight?

(3) What steps will he now take to rectify
the misunderstanding created that the
whole of the Lane Poole Reserve
would be preserved for future gener-
ations of Western Australians, free
from all mining and logging?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) No.
(3) 1 have asked the Minister for Conser-

vation and Land Management to con-
tact the main group who appear to
have misunderstood the original ar-
rangements and clarify these with
them. It is proposed to make the draft
management plan for the area avail-
able for public review as soon as it is
completed.

552. Postponed.

MINERALS REVENUE
Inquiry: Report

553. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:
(I) Has the Government received the fi-

nal report of the Inquiry into Minerals
Revenue?

(2) Will the Government table the report?
(3) If not, why not?
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Mr PARKER replied:
iv(l) No.

(2) The report when received will be
tabled.

(3) Not applicable.

MEMBER FOR PERTH
Overseas Travel.

554. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:
With reference to his answer to ques-
tion 437 of 1985, 1 ask him if he will
answer the specific question, which
surely will not require considerable re-
search because it is the understanding
of the Opposition that the Member for
Perth has undertaken travel on behalf
of the Government other than in his
capacity as a private citizen or in his
capacity as a private Member using
standard private Members' travel
entitlements?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The Government has adopted the
same practice as its predecessor with
respect to questions concerning minis-
terial travel.
This practice, outlined by the former
Premier in answer to question 1043 of
1982, is, in pant, as follows-

As considerable research will be
required to extract and collate the
information requested, I am not
prepared to place any further de-
mands on staff who are otherwise
fully committed. However,
should the member have any
reason to believe that travel or
other expenditure of an unauthor-
ised or unnecessary nature has
been undertaken, then he should
let me have specific grounds for
his beliefs and I shall have them
investigated.

RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT

Economists: Interviews
555. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for

Minerals and Energy:
(1) Is it fact that Mr Ken Willett is travel-

ling overseas to Canada and the
United States in company with Dr
Paul Bradley to conduct interviews of
applications for the positions of econ-

omsts with the Policy Group of the
Department of Resources Develop-
ment?

(2) If so, what are the details, including
costs of this mission and what is
intended to be achieved?

Mr PARKER replied:
(1) and (2) Mr Ken Willett of the Depart-

ment of Resources Development is
travelling overseas to Canada with
brief stopovers in the USA and the
UK. One purpose of the travel is to
interview applicants for a senior post
in the department. This process has
been arranged only after a wide adver-
tising programme in Australia failed
to attract a suitable candidate, and
subsequent advertisements overseas
identified several promising appli-
cants. It was also ascertained that it
was less costly to have Mr Willett visit
Canada and the UK than to arrange
for the applicants to travel to a point
where satisfactory interviews could be
conducted.
A further purpose of Mr Willett's
travel was to join Dr Bradley of the
mineral revenues inquiry, who is on
leave in Canada, and to meet with in-
dustry and Government officials for
discussion regarding alternative roy-
alty regimes. Several Canadian prov-
inces have recently reviewed and
changed their royalty provisions and
first-hand discussions will be
invaluable input to the WA review..-
It is in the nature of the Department
of Resources Development that fre-
quent travel by its officers is required.
The costs are normal for such an exer-
cise. If the Leader of the Opposition
has any concern with a particular as-
pect, I would be happy to have it
investigated.

ARGENTINE ANTS
Herdsman Lake

556. Mr OLD, to the Minister
Agriculture:

for

(1) Was the water level in Herdsman Lake
raised during the winter in an endeav-
our to eliminate Argentine ants?

(2) If "Yes", was the operation success-
ful?
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(3) If the water level was not raised, what
methods of control were used?

Mr EVANS replied:
(1) No.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) No treatments applied.

ARGENTINE ANTS
Casino Site

557. Mr OLD, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has an infestation of Argentine ants

been discovered at the site of the ca-
sino?

(2) If so, at what depth have they been
found?

(3) What control methods have been used
to eradicate the ants?

Mr EVANS replied:
(1) Yes. This is pant of the Burswood

Island infestation.
(2) Galleries extend downwards to two

metres.
(3) To date controls have been restricted

to the filling of natural habitats with
sand during reclamation operations.
Chemical applications will be made in
the coming summer.

AGRICULTURE: FERTILISER
Di Ammonium Phosphate: Duty

558. Mr OLD, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) What steps has he taken to endeavour

to influence the Commonwealth
Government to reverse the decision to
impose an $80 per tonne
antidumping duty on di ammonium
phosphate?

(2) What response has been received from
the Commonwealth Government?

Mr EVANS replied:
(1) The Commonwealth Government has

not yet decided to impose the $80 per
tonne antidumping duty on di am-
monium phosphate.
I wrote to the
Industry on
requesting that

Minister for Primary
13 August 1985

he urgently review the

proposed anti-dumping duty. The Act-
ing Premier also telexed the Prime
Minister and the Federal Minister for
Industry, Technology and Commerce
outlining this Government's oppo-
sition to the proposed duty. Represen-
tation is also being made to the JAC
inquiry into fertilisers.

(2) To date, acknowledgement of the cor-
respondence has been received. A full
response is expected shortly.

HORTICULTURE: AVOCADOS

Imports: Tests

559. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Health:

(1) Are regular tests carried out on avo-
cados imported from Queensland?

(2) If "Yes", at what frequency are the
tests carried out?

(3) How many samples tested have shown
excessive concentrations of
dimethoate?

Mr HODGE replied:

(1) and (2) Regular tests are not cardied
out on avocados from Queensland.
However, in May this year a limited
survey was conducted to determine
dimethoate levels in avocados
imported from Queensland.

(3) In all samples taken in the survey of
May, dimethoate levels in both the
flesh and the skin were determined to
be well below the 2 mg/kg maximum
residue level stipulated by the Western
Australian food and drug regulations.

ABATTOIR: MIDLAND
Land: Disposal

560. Mr OLD, to the Minister
Agriculture:

for

(1) Has any firm decision been taken in
regard to the disposal of land and
assets at the Midland abattoir?

(2) If "Yes", what action is being taken?

(3) If "No" to (1), when is some action in
this regard expected?

Mr EVANS replied:

(1) to (3) I refer the member to my reply
to question 56 1.
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ABATTOIR: MIDLAND
Saleyards: Fture

561. Mr OLD, to the Minister for
Agriculture:
(1) Has the committee headed by Dr

Brian Martin to determine the future
of the Midland salcyards yet reported?

(2) If "Yes", what are the
recommendations?

(3) If "No" to (1), when is the report
expected to be completed?

Mr EVANS replied:
(1) to (3) The Department of Industrial

Development has commissioned a
study of the potential alternative uses
of the Midland saleyard-abattoir
complex. A report is expected in early
October.

CHEMICALS: GOVERNMENT CHEMICAL
LABORATORIES

Visits: Dr Arnold Ewald
562. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Minerals

and Energy:
On how many occasions did Dr
Arnold Ewald visit the various
Government Chemical Laboratory
sites in order to gather information for
the review of the Government Chemi-
cal Laboratories?

Mr PARKER replied:
I am advised that Dr Arnold Ewald
made one visit to each of the Govern-
ment Chemical Laboratory sites, ex-
cluding the Kalgoorlie Metallurgical
Laboratory.
I am also advised that discussions
were held at other times with officers
of the Government Chemical
Laboratories.

EMPLOYMENT AND TRAINING
Apprentices: Statistics

563. Mr CASH, to the Minister representing
the Minister ,for Employment and
Training:
(t) How many indentured apprentices

were there at 30 June in the years-
(a) 1979;
(b) 1980;
(c) 1981;
(d) 1982;

(e) 1983;
(f) 1984;
(g) 1985?

(2) How many new apprentices were ad-
mitted to indentures as at 30 June in
the years-
(a) 198 1;
(b) 1982;
(c) 1983;
(d) 1984;
(e) 1985?

Mr PEARCE replied:
(1) Apprentices indentured as at 30

June-
(a) 1979-13 074.
(b) 1980-13 138.
(c) 1981-13 394.
(di) 1982-13 573.
(e) 1983-12 089.
(f') 1984-10 031.
(g) 1985-9 370.

(2) New indentures registered during the
year ending 30 June-
(a) 1981-4 742.
(b,) 1982-4 264.
(c) 1983-2 604.
(d) 1984-2 419.
(e) 1985-3 292.

WATER RESOURCES: IRRIGATION
Ord River: Joint Venture

564. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Lands and
Surveys:
(1) Has a final decision been reached re-

garding a possible joint venture with
the Government of Sarawak on the
Ord River regeneration area?

(2) If "Yes", is it envisaged that an en-
vironmental impact study will be
undertaken on the use of this fragile
country

(3) If "Yes" to (1), what safeguards are to
be considered for retaining the
valuable research facility at Ord River
Station?

Mr McI VER replied:
(1) No.
(2) and (3) Not applicable.
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RECREATION ADVISORY COMMITTEE
Function

565. Mr CASH, to the Minister for Sport and
Recreation:
(I) Would he advise the roles and func-

tions of his Recreation Advisory Com-
mittee?

(2) Who are the members of the com-
mittee?

(3) Who is the chairman?
(4) Are there any vacancies on the com-

mittee?
(5) What Government funds are provided

for the committee to function?
(6) Does the committee have any

administration or clerical support
staff?

(7) What fees or honoraria are paid to the
chairman?

(8) What attendance fees have been paid
to committee members?

(9) Are any other allowances paid to the
committee or its members?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) To advise the Government on matters

to do with recreation in Western
Australia.

(2) Mrs Pat Barblett
Miss Sue Colyer
Dr Paul Wycherley
Dr Alan Skertchly
Dr Geoffrey Gibbs
Mr Ken Trent
Mr John Graham
Ms Helen Fairnie
Mr Cliff Rickard
Ms Rosemary Hannon
Mr Steven Beech
Mr Ron Dullard.

(3) Mrs Pat Barblett.
(4) No-
(5) The council has access to funds

provided under item 4 of the Depart-
ment for Sport and Recreation Vote
for the acquisition of services and con-
tracts.

(6) Support is provided by the Depart-
ment for Sport and Recreation.

(7) This matter is being dealt with by the
Public Service Board.

(8) None.
(9) No.

TRADE: EXIM CORPORATION
Mr Keith Gate: Position

566. Mr OLD, to the Premier:
As The WesI Australian of 10
September refers to Mr Keith Gate as
Chairman of the West Kimberley Pas-
toral Reconstruction Committee and
adviser to Exim, does this not indicate
that Mr Gale holds an official position
within Exim?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
Mr Gale has no official position with
Exim. He is an independent consult-
ant who supplies certain advisory ser-
vices to Exim.

MINERAL: GOLD
Armway: EPA Recommendation

567. Dr DADOUR, to the Minister for
Minerals and Energy:

In view of the Environmental Protec-
tion Authority's recommendation that
the Armway gold mining project not
proceed unless it can be shown that
the project would provide significant
assistance to the economy of Western
Australia, and the Government's sub-
sequent decision to grant permission
for mining to proceed, will he take a
note of the Government's analysis of
the contribution which the project will
make to the Western Australian econ-
omy?

Mr PARKER replied:
As the House has already been
informed in response to previous
questions, the company has been
given permission to explore, but not to
undertake extractive mining on its
leases. A decision on whether or not to
allow mining to proceed will be made
if and when firm proposals are sub-.
mitted by the company after
completion of exploration.

AGRICULTURE
Rural A djustment Finance Corporation:

Appointments
568. Mr McNEE, to the Minister for

Agriculture:
(1) Is he responsible for approving ap-

pointments to the Rural Adjustment
Finance Corporation?
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(2) If "Yes", would he please detail the
names of the appointees, together with
their respective positions?

(3) If "No" to (I), is he able 10 ascertain
the information requested?

Mr EVANS replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Mr D. J. Whitely, Chairman

Mr T. W. Gee, Member with industry
experience
Mr R. B. Mouritz, Member with in-
dustry experience
Mr J. Ripley, Department
Agriculture
Mr A. G. Short, Treasury.

of

(3) Not applicable.

569. Postponed.

INFLATION
Statistics

570. Mr BRADSHAW, to the Premier:
(1) What was the official inflation figure

for 1983-84?
(2) What was the official inflation figure

for 1984-85?
Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(1) and (2) There is no official inflation

figure. However the Consumer Price
Index published by the Australian Bu-
reau of Statistics has gained a degree
of public acceptance as an indicator of
inflation, and the implicit deflator for
gross non-farm product is also used as
an indicator. Of these measures only
the Consumer Price Index is available
for Perth.
Over the period concerned the
measured Consumer Price Index was
distorted as a result of the
introduction of Medicare and a num-
ber of economic commentators adjust
the Consumer Price Index over this
period to exclude the hospital and
medical services group to indicate the
underlying rate of inflation. The Con-
sumer Price Index increases for Perth
were as follows-

1983-84-6.9 per cent (unad-
justed) 7.7 percent (adjusted)
1984-85-3.9 per cent (unad-
justed) 5.8 per cent (adjusted).

ELECTORAL
Postal Voting: Federal Elections

571. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:
(1) Is he aware that remote electors are

currently being given the opportunity
to apply to become general postal
voters for Federal elections?

(2) Is he also aware that the letter being
sent with these application forms from
the Australian Electoral Commission
contains the following statement:
"The provision to be a general postal
voter is at present for Federal elec-
tions only."

(3) As the statement in (2) infers that this
provision is no longer available for
State elections would he confirm that
remote electors still have the right to
be listed as general postal voters for
State elections?

Mr TONKIN replied:
(1) Only to the extent that Common-

wealth legislation provides for regis-
tration.

(2) No.
(3) Although not being able to comment

on the statement referred to, I confirm
that State electors in remote areas
have the right to registration and
further advise the member that claim-
ants for enrolment in a remote area
where there is no nearby polling place
are advised by the State Electoral De-
partment of their rights to registration
as general postal voters.

ELECTORAL
Postal Voting: Federal Elections

572. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:
(1) When was the Federal legislation

altered to provide for remote electors
to be listed as general postal voters?

(2) Are the conditions applying to general
postal voters for State elections ident-
ical to those now required for Federal
elections?

(3) If not, in what ways do the conditions
differ?

(4) If so, what are the conditions which
must apply before a person can apply
to be a general postal voter for both
State and Federal elections?
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MrTONKIN replied:
(1) 21 February 1984.
(2) No.
(3) Essential differences are-

(i) Federal legislation requires that
the divisional returning officer
forward an application form to
each general postal voter as soon
as practicable after issue of the
writ. This is a step not required
under State law.

(ii) An elector who is-
(a) A patient in a hospital-

other than a polling place Or a
special hospital-who is un-
able to travel from the hospi-
tal;

(b) ill or infirm and is unable to
travel from home;

(c) in prison or in lawful custody
or detention;,

(d) unable to sign his or her
name due to physical inca-
pacity,

may be registered as a general postal
voter.
Such people may not apply under
State law. However the Electoral
Amendment Bill now before the Par-
liament is endeavouring to give people
who are permanently disabled or are
members of a religious organisation
whose beliefs prevent attendance at a
polling place during the greater part of
polling hours the right to registration
as general postal voters.

(4) The common provisions are that elec-
tors living in a declared remote elec-
torate and at a distance from a polling
place-20 kmn in respect of the Com-
monwealth, unspecified in the case of
the State-may apply for registration
as general postal voters.

LAND: NATIONAL PARK
Ninga/co Marine Park Advisory Committee

573. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Conservation and Land Management:
(1) Further to question 319 of

Wednesday, 28 August 1985, will he
indicate the terms of reference that
were established for the appointment
of the Ningaloo Marine Park Advisory
Committee and each of its members?

(2) Under what existing legislation will
the Ningaloo Marine Park be
declared?

Mr DAVIES replied:
(t) (a) The terms of reference for the

Ningaloo Marine Park advisory
committee are to advise the
National Parks and Nature Con-
servation Authority of the local
point of view on the development
of the park and to provide input
to a departmental working group
which is preparing a management
plan. The appointments are for 12
months, by which time the
necessary management plan will
have been prepared and adopted.
Appointment of a management
advisory committee to advise on
ongoing management will be con-

sidered at that time.
(h) The two shire council representa-

tives on the committee were
appointed to represent the views
of the Councils and their rate-
payers. Mr Rick French was
appointed to represent the views
of the three pastoral properties
whose land is directly affected.
The other members have no
specific terms of reference.

(2) The Conservation and Land Manage-
ment Act 1984.

PASTORAL INDUSTRY
Fencing:- Highways

574. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for
Transport:
(I) Is there any compulsion for pastoral-

ists to cooperate with the Main Roads
Department regarding the fencing of
pastoral properties along major high-
ways?

(2) What are the normal arrangements
under which this programme is car-
ried out?

(3) What is the normal set-back from the
highway for this fencing?

(4) Has this set-back been altered at all
and is it the same distance in all areas
or does it vary?

(5) What conditions apply when such im-
provements as watering points, gates
and/or grids have to be relocated as a
result of the fencing programme?
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(6) Does the Main Roads Department
have any responsibility for ongoing
maintenance or eventual replacement
of this fencing?

Mr GRILL replied:

(1) No.

(2) The pastoralist is responsible for any
fencing undertaken, whereas the Main
Roads Department is responsible for
the grids on the highway. When major
maintenance or replacement of the
grids is required the pastoralists are
often contacted to determine whether
they wish to join in a fencing arrange-
ment with the department which is ad-
vantageous to the pastoralist because
the value of the work required on the
grids will be discounted from the total
cost of the project. The remaining
costs are usually shared 50:50 between
the two parties.

(3) and (4) In addition to the engineering
needs the department has become
increasingly aware of its responsibility
to provide for conservation and
revegetation of road verge areas. A re-
cent policy has been adopted to ac-
quire, wherever possible in all pastoral
areas of the State, a nominal 200
metre road reserve. This provides a
reasonable tract of land for the engin-
eering requirements as well as for the
conservation policies to be pursued.
In the past road reserve widths in pas-
toral areas have varied from 20 metres
to 200 metres; however, 200 metres is
now regarded as the minimum width
for effective regeneration and engin-
eering needs.

(5) Where they are essential consideration
is given to including the cost in the
total project cost which is shared be-
tween the parties.

(6) No. The pastoralist is required to ac-
cept responsibility for maintenance.

ELECTORAL AMENDMENT BILL

Itinerant Voters

575. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for
Parliamentary and Electoral Reform:

(1) Is it intended that according to the
provisions of the Electoral Act
Amendment Bill itinerant and eligible

absentee enrolled voters should be so
enrolled even if they are enrolled in
another Australian State as well?

(2) What measures would prevent such
occurrences?

Mr TONKIN replied:

(1) (a) In the case of itinerant electors,
enrolment provisions differ from
an ordinary elector only in that
the itinerant has no permanent
address. Further the elector loses
entitlement to itinerant status
upon residing in a district for a
period of one month or longer,
forms the intention to depart
from the State and remain outside
of it for more than one month, or
ceases to be entitled to enrolment.
I see no greater possibility of an
itinerant being enrolled in this
State and another State than an
ordinary elector. In all probability
the cooperative enrolment pro-
cedure currently operating in this
State would effectively prevent
such electors being enrolled in
ours and another State at the
same time.

It is not intended that itinerant
electors be enrolled in another
State as well as in Western
Australia.

(b) Eligible absent electors may be
enrolled in another State. The in-
tention of the Bill is to enable
those people on the Western
Australian rolls who have an in-
tention to resume residence in
this State within three years or
within further successive periods
of one year to retain their original
enrolment. If people are
sufficiently identified, in their
own minds, with this State and
intend to return to it, and further
comply with all the requirements
of the proposed provisions, the
actual place of their temporary lo-
cation in another jurisdiction
seems irrelevant.

Administrative action in respect
of the proposed provisions would
give adequate review of electors'
intentions.

(2) This is answered in (1).
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CRIMINAL INJURIES COMPENSATION
BILL
Cost

576. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:
(1) Has he had estimates prepared about

the expected additional cost per year
resulting from the enactment of the
new Criminal Compensation
legislation presently before Parlia-
ment?

(2) If so, what is the estimated additional
cost per year to the cost caused by the
legislation currently in force?

Mr GRILL replied:
(1) No detailed estimate has been pre-

pared because the Bill has minimal
financial implications.

(2) Not applicable.

PASTORAL INDUSTRY: LEASES
Kimberley Properties: Forfeiture

577. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Lands and
Surveys:
(1) Was Crown Law Department advice

sought by the Department of Lands
and Surveys prior to the gazettal of
Notice of Forfeiture of Kimberley
Dawns, Bohemia Downs, Napier
Dawns and Louisa Downs, in the
special Government Gazette issued on
Tuesday, 10 September?

(2) If so, what advice was given?
Mr McI VER replied:
(1) and (2) It is inappropriate for me to

comment, as the matter is sub judice.

HEALTH
Child Health Care Centre: Katanning

578. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Health:
(1) Is he aware of the impending closure

of the Katanning Child Health Care
Centre, due to the resignation of the
resident sister?

(2) If so, is he taking any action to have
this sister replaced to avoid closure of
this facility?

Mr H-ODGE replied:
(1) The clinic will not be closed. The

present sister has transferred to
another position. Services will be
maintained by visiting nurses from Mt

Barker and Wagin until another ap-
pointment is made.

(2) Applications have been received and
are presently being considered. It is
hoped to make another appointment
soon.
The member will appreciate that there
is an Australia-wide shortage of nurs-
ing staff, particularly in specialist
fields such as child health. This short-
age is particularly evident in country
areas.

PASTORAL INDUSTRY
Fencing: Highways

579. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister
representing the Attorney General:
(1) Will current responsibilities for pas-

toralists in respect of straying stock
differ in any way if their properties are
fenced off from major highways?

(2) If so, how?
Mr GRILL replied:
(1) and (2) It is not possible to generalise

on a question of this nature. However-,
the member's attention is drawn t& , .:i
Highway (Liability for Strayiiz .AA~i-.

mats) Act t983, which reqvrrs t'--
court, in considering liabilityfori
gence, to have regard to such mattz-s
related to fencing as common practice,
cost, and alternative precautions.

STATE ENGINEERING WORKS
Land Holdings

580. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Works:
(t) What areas of land are owned by the

State Implement and Engineering
Works?

(2) if applicable, have those lands been
valued and what is the most recent
estimate of the value in respect of each
land area?

Mr McI VER replied:
(t) The member should be aware that the

State Implement and Engineering
Works was abolished in December
1984.
The State Engineering Works, which
was established in January 1985, does
not own any area of land.

(2) Not applicable.
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STATE ENGINEERING WORKS
Fin_-ncia1 Statements

581. MIr KiSSELL, to the Minister for
Works:
(1) As at 30 June 1985, what were the

actual (not buidget) figures for the
State Implemnent and Engineering
Works for 1 984-8 5 in respect of-
(a) nt' rco7fat Or loss (not the unap-

nropriated figure);
(b) Pcti&q_ operating revenue;
(c) erispisyment of funds; and
(d) apiia1 expenditure?

(2)1 What ?as the fiscal amount held
within the banking account category
of cvu-rcnt assets by the State Im-
plezrnent and Engineering Works as at
30Gjune 1985?

(3) How were the moneys held within the
bisnking account category of the cur-
rent assets of the State Implement and
'Thgineering Works utilised during
1984-85?

(4) Wlr t'- interest derived from the use
oftrmoneys mentioned at (3) above

and, if' so, what amount?

Mr MC2Rreplied:
(1) to (4) It is assumed the member's

question relates to the State Engineer-
ing Works of Western Australia.
The-re are no audited figures yet avail-
able for the 1984-85 financial year.
The figures will be released following
finalisation. by the Auditor General.

STATE ENGINEERING WORKS
Employees

582. Mr HASSELL, to the Minister for
Works:
(I) On the most recent information avail-

able, how many people are on the pay-
ioi- czftu State Implement and Engin-
erig Works as-

(a) apprentices;
(b) salaried employees;
(c) wages employees; and
(d) as to what date does this infor-

mation refer?

(2) Under what categories of occupation
are the employees referred to in (1)
above, and how many are employed
under each occupation?

(3) With respect to the apprentices
employed by the State Implement and
Engineering Works, how many are in
their-
(a) first year;
(b) second year;
(c) third year; and
(d) fourth year?

Mr McIVER replied:
(1) (a) is;

(b) 40;
(c) 156;
(d) week ending 9 September 1985.

(2) State Awards

Boilermahems (S.EW.)
A ward 9)1957
Clea ners and Caretakers
(Govt)Award 1975 M2)975
Engine Drivers G0out)
Award A5/1983
Engineering Trades (Govt)
Award 1Q67 29. 30 and
31/196 1 and 3/1962
Furniture Trades (Gust)
Award 1979 341 9 79
Sheet Metal Worker, (Govi)
Award 1973 31/1973
Sioreman (Gout) 20/1969
Building Trades (Gout)I
Awa rd 19693 31 Ad1966
Government Engineering
and Build ingib Trades
Foremen andSu-oe n
Awa rd '51973
SE.W . Clerical Officers
Awa rd 1980 611980
Awards and Agreements
with Ptblic Service Arbi-
trator-Ministerial
Ollicer-Admain. Clerical
and General-salaries
Public service Act

Wage,

32

96

21

Appr. Total

In 376

- I

1 7
- 4

2 7

- 10

- 21

196 18 214

(3) (a) 11;
(b) Nil;
(c) Nil;
(d) 7.

QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: BUILDING
SOCIETIES

Government Offer
128. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for

Housing:
(1) What is the aggregate amount of loan

or investment money the Government
will offer to building societies to keep
up their liquidity and to reduce their
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dependence on the normal individual
or corporate investors without in-
creasing home loan interest rates?

(2) For what period are such moneys to be
offered?

(3) In which way will such moneys be div-
ided amongst Western Australia's
building societies?

(4) What will be the source of such
moneys;, will it be the Consolidated
Revenue Fund, the General Loan
Fund, or special housing loans, etc?

Mr WILSON replied:
(1) to (4) The member for Floreat is an-

ticipating further discussions which
are to take place between the Govern-
ment and the permanent building
societies. When those discussions
have taken place, the details sought by
the member will be made available.

ECONOMIC TRENDS
National Survey

129. Mr TAYLOR, to the Premier:
(1) Is he aware of a national survey con-ducted by the New South Wales Op-position Leader, Mr Greiner, of

economic trends in all of the States
and in the nation as a whole?

(2) If so, does he have any information
about the outcome of the survey to
give to the House?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
(I) and (2) 1 thank the member for

Kalgoorlie for some notice of the
question. Previously I had not thought
about Mr Greiner, but he certainly has
stamped himself as someone who is
deserving of attention with the infor-
mation that he has released in the sur-
vey to which the questioner referred.
It is surprising-I guess the Leader of
the Opposition and the Opposition in
this place will not distance themselves
from Mr Greiner's survey's findings-
that it is an interesting result.
The survey shows WA outperforming
Australia as a whole in a number of
key economic areas. It shows WA's
performance to be the best or second
best among the States in all but three
of I I areas, and to be better than the
national average in all the selected
fields.

Mr Greiner used Australian Bureau of
Statistics economic indicators for the
survey.
It shows that in the last 12-month
period for which figures are examined,
WA has led Australia in-

reducing inflation;
cutting days lost through indus-
trial disputes; and
new car registrations.

WA's performance is second in-
employment growth;
reducing the number of people
unemployed;
reducing the rate of unemploy-
ment;
the number of new houses started;
and
growth in retail sales-

The WA Government welcomes this
confirmation from a Liberal Party
source using independent data that the
State's economy is moving so well.
However, there is no room for com-
placency and still much to be done.
The unemployment level is still too
high, especially among young people,
and there remains considerable excess
capacity in some segments of the
economy.
The Government will continue to pur-
sue policies designed to further im-
prove the State's economic perform-
ance and next month's Budget will be
the next major step in this direction.
In the meantime, we welcome this
confirnation from an unexpected
source of what has been achieved so
far.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: INTEREST
RATES

Increases
130. Mr MENSAROS, to the Minister for

Housing:
The Minister plays his answers close
to his chest. I ask him another ques-
tion on the subject which is of interest
to a large proportion of the elector-
ate-
(1) Have the building societies

and/or the banks advised the
Government that it is their desire
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or intention to further increase
home loan interest rates by one
per cent or any other percentage?

(2) if so, what action is the Govern-
ment taking in relation to this
matter?

M r WILSON replied:
(1) and (2) The member for Floreat again

anticipated the discussion-
Mr Mensaros: Yes, I do. I need some ac-

tion from the Government.
Mr WILSON: I suggest to the member for

Floreat that he keeps quiet. The mem-
ber is anticipating discussions that are
taking place between building
societies and the Government. He still
seems to be smarting at the fact that
he finds himself in opposition.
Of course, the banks do not relate in
any way to State Governments. The
banks currently have a ceiling on the
interest rates they can charge. It would
be interesting if the member, together
with members opposite, would indi-
cate to the Parliament whether they
agree with their newborn Federal
leader and their newborn Federal
spokesman on Treasury matters who
are very keen to see the ceiling on
bank interest rates to home borrowers
lifted above the present 13.5 per cent.
I wonder whether the Liberals in
Western Australia, who sometimes
like to see themselves as different
from the Liberals in Canberra, are in
agreement this time with their Federal
spokesman on this matter.

Mr H-assell: Why don't you answer the
question?

Mr WILSON: Members opposite would
rightly squirm about this point be-
cause the Liberals in Canberra and, I
trust, the Liberals in Western
Australia are in favour of interest rates
being raised on home loans by the
banks.
it would be interesting to hear the
member for Floreat say something
enlightening for a change and to let
the Government know exactly where
he stands on the question of interest
rates on home loans. He sits in his scat
and feigns to be concerned about the
people who borrow for homes-I can-
not think of anybody in Western

Australia less likely than the member
for Floreat to be concerned about or-
dinary people borrowing a home loan.
He bears as much resemblance to an
ordinary person as a dispassionate
scientist looking down a microscope at
a transfixed specimen.

PORTS AND HARBOURS: MARINA

Sorrento: Completion

131. Mrs BEGGS, to the Minister for
Planning:
(1) Has the Minister seen a reported com-

ment by the Opposition spokesman on
the environment that the Liberal Op-
position, if elected to Government,
would stop work on the Hillarys boat
harbour and leave it as a groyne?

(2) Will the Minister give a commitment
that the Government will proceed
with the marina and complete it as
quickly as possible for the benefit of
residents in the northern corridor?

Mr PEARCE replied:

(1) and (2) I did see the comment from
the Opposition spokesman on the en-
vironment (Mr Rushton) to the effect
that should the Liberal Opposition be
elected to government it will cease
work on the Sorrento marina sea wall
and leave it as a groyne. Going on the
present rate of construction it would
be a record because it would be a
groyne about the length of the old
Busselton jetty or the Shark Bay jetty.
They would be pretty close together,
particularly at the mouth.

Mr Brian Burke: Is that what he meant
when he said we are not in favour?

Mr PEARCE: I am referring to the first
statement.

It was daring of the member for Dale
to rush into this debate because he had
not taken the trouble to read the re-
ports. He indicated this when he said
that he needed time to assess the situ-
ation-perhaps we could stop build-
ing the marina to let him do that! I am
sympathetic to the problems experi-
enced by the member for Dale in get-
ting on top of his shadow portfolio,
but we cannot stop Government activ-
ity while he does it.
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After the member for Dale had made
his bold statements and bad taken the
Liberal candidates, Mr Schultz and
Mr Nanovich, together with a
spokesperson from the Wanneroo
beach action group to have their
photograph taken at the marina that
his party would stop having built, an
unfortunate thing happened. The Lib-
eral Party undertook a survey on the
marina to ascertain whether people
were in favour of the marina. It found
out that everyone was in favour of it
and the position of the Liberal Party
began to change dramatically. From
being opposed to the marina and
intending to stop its construction, the
member for Dale is now saying that
the Opposition is not in favour of or
against the marina. In other words, he
is saying that the Opposition does not
have a policy.

Mr Brian Burke: You are not shrewd
enough. It means that the Opposition
is in favour of a groyne!

Mr PEARCE: It is interesting that the
member for Dale, who lives a long
way from the beach and whose elec-
torate is well removed from the area,
has got himself into trouble with the
local candidates who are now going in
different directions. I understand that
Mr Schultz has come out in favour of
three marinas, and Mr Nanovich
wants the marina but wants it further
north and, in the meantime, he wants
to know why the Government is build-
ing it at Hillarys.

The member for Dale went so far as
to argue publicly that the reason the
Opposition would not continue the
building of the marina at Hillarys was
because there was not sufficient en-
vironmental information. Of course,
there has been two years' environmen-
tal study on that site. What he is
advocating is that the Government
should build the marina at Ocean Reef
where there have been no environ-
mental studies whatsoever.

On the one hand the member for Dale
is calling on the Government not to do
anything until more study has been
undertaken and on the other hand he

is asking the Government to go to
another site where there has been no
study at all.

My advice to the member for Dale on
this matter is to do what one of the
local members, Mr Wells MLC, is
doing; that is, to lie low and say
"nufin"-good old Brer Rabbit's ad-
vice-instead of buying into an issue
and making a fool of oneself.
Alternatively, before the Opposition
makes a policy statement that is firm
and binding on the matter, it might
ring its party's headquarters to find
out what the state of the party's
polling is because it is a party that
seems very keen to base its policy de-
cisions on the poll results it receives.

In fact, the only person who has been
consistent on the Opposition side
throughout this matter has been the
member for Karrinyup, who has been
totally opposed to it all along, thereby
following his normal policy of sticking
firmly to the minority on every issue.

Given the disarray that there is in the
Liberal Party over this issue I think it
is a little unfair, and indeed one could
say dishonest, for Mr Nanovich in his
column in the Wannerco Times to
suggest that the silence of Govern-
ment members on this issue has been
deafening. In fact, the stand of not
only the Government and its Minis-
ters, but also the members, particu-
larly the member for Whitford, have
been quite clearly and publicly in sup-
port of the marina proposal from the
day it was first mooted. They have
worked very hard to make sure that
there is minima] environmental im-
pact on the marina and that the con-
structions to surround the marina are
in the best interests of their own con-
stituents. That is the difference be-
tween members of the Liberal Party
and Government members.

I suggest that the Leader of the Oppo-
sition should bring aside his shadow
spokesperson, if he is to remain in that
portfolio, and the candidates
involved, and come up with a clear
policy which they will announce some
time between now and the forth-
coming elect ion.
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TRANSPORT: RAILWAYS
Siding: Tambellup

132. Mr OLD, to the Minister for Transport:
(1) Does Westrail have plans to remove

the Tambellup railway siding?
(2) If "Yes" to (1), what are the reasons

for the decision?
(3) Will he give consideration to offering

the facility to the Shire of Tambellup?
Mr GRILL replied:

I thank the member for notice of the
questions, the answers to which are as
follows-
(1) None at present.
(2) Not applicable.
(3) Any approach from local

authorities to lease facilities,
should they become redundant,
will be considered.

HEALTH: BLOOD TRANSFUSION
Port Ned/and Hospital

133. Mrs BUCHANAN, to the Minister for
Health:

Further to the article in this morning's
The West Australian, can the Minister
advise what were the circumstances in
which blood, untested for AIDS, was
used for a blood transfusion for a
patient in Port Hedland Hospital?

Mr HODGE replied:
I thank the member for some notice of
the question. The background is as fol-
lows.
A very serious industrial accident oc-
curred about 8 anm. on Saturday, 14
September, at Karratha. A man
suffered massive internal injuries
when a high pressure hose ruptured.
He was rushed to the Karratha hospi-
tal where he was given emergency
treatment. During that treatment he
was given three litres of appropriate
blood which was the total stock of that
particular blood that was available at
Karratha. He was given a further 8
litres of blood substitute. He was then
taken to the Port Hedland hospital by
the Royal Flying Doctor Service where
he underwent emergency surgery.
During this surgery he needed another
10 litres of blood. Again, that was the
total stock of that blood group at the

Port Hedland hospital. The surgeon
decided that he needed some fresh
blood because of its superior clotting
properties. Therefore, an emergency
call went out for blood donors; and
donors who were previously known to
the hospital and who had been
screened and who had signed statutory
declarations in respect of AIDS were
brought into the hospital. They made
further donations of blood to the man
on that basis.

A further three-and-a-half litres of
fresh blood was used, taken from
seven donors. My advice from the
medical authorities is that without
that blood the man would certainly
have died. It was a lifesaving pro-
cedure.

The patient was then flown towards
Perth by the Royal Flying Doctor Ser-
vice, but the journey had to be inter-
rupted at Geraldton for the patient to
be taken to the Geraldton hospital in
order to stabilise his condition. That is
an indication of how seriously ill he
was. The patient was then taken by the
flying doctor service to Royal Perth
Hospital. The Deputy Medical Super-
intendent of Royal Perth Hospital, Dr
Derek Spence, advises that staff at the
hospital's intensive care unit con-
sidered the patient's condition-given
the nine-hour flight and the severity of
the injuries he had suffered-was a
compliment to, and a reflection on,
the quality of care he had received
from the staff at Karratha, Port
Hedland, and Geraldton hospitals,
and the Royal Flying Doctor Service.
It most certainly means that if this
man had not taken the fresh blood
ordered by the surgeon in Port
Hedland, he would have died.

I would like to commend the staffs of
those hospitals and the Royal Flying
Doctor Service for their excellent
work in saving this man's life. I would
like to correct the record, because I
think the article in this morning's
paper could have possibly created a
false impression about the use of
blood in emergency situations.
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PASTORAL INDUSTRY: LEASES
Emanuel Family: Purchase

134. Mr BLAlKIE, to the Minister for Lands
and Surveys:
(1) IHas the Minister seen the Poprzeczny

article in the Sunday Times of 15
September?

(2) As. the Minister responsible for ap-
proving pastoral land transfers, can he
indicate whether the comments made
by the journalist-

The SPEAKER: Order! The member can-
not ask that pant of the question. He
can continue with the first pant but the
second pant is out of order.

Mr BLAIKIE: I will begin again-
(1) Following an article that appeared in

the Sunday Times this week, written
by a journalist regarded as a leading
political commentator, I ask the Min-
ister for Lands and Surveys whether
the Burke Government's use of the
Exim Corporation subsidiary to pur-
chase the Kimberley Emanuel pastoral
properties bears any resemblance to
the Governments led by Mussolini or
Peron and the intrusion by those
Governments into business ventures.

(2) If it does not bear any resemblance,
can the Minister please indicate the
differences?

The SPEAKER: Order! The question is out
of order; it is not a proper question to
ask a Minister. He may wish to answer
some part of the question but he does
not have to answer the part asking for
an opinion.

Mr McI VER replied:
(1) and (2) 1 am conscious of what the

member for Vasse is alluding to, and I
have no qualms about replying to the
question. I did read the article in the
Sunday Times and 1 hold the person
referred to, Liz H-arman, in high es-
teem. If the member reads the article
thoroughly he will see that she is prais-
ing the Government.
With regard to the action of Exim in
purchasing the Emanuel stations, time
will show that this body, implemented
by the Government. will certainty
make its mark in this State. It has
already done so by the management of
the Emanuel leases because the num-
ber of cattle from this area far exceeds

those of past years, and has been suf-
ficient to feed the Broome meatworks.
It is one of the few stations in the
Kimberley area which is paying its
way.
I cannot emphasise strongly enough to
members the fine work being done by
Exim, not only in this field but also in
others. Irrespective of the Oppo-
sition's criticisms, which are made
probably because the Opposition did
not think of the idea in the first place
or put it into effect, Exim will make a
fine contribution to the viability of
this State.

WOMEN'S INFORMATION AND
REFERRAL EXCHANGE

use
135. Mrs HENDERSON, to the Premier:

As today is the first anniversary of the
opening of the Government's
Women's Information and Referral
Exchange, can he tell the House what
use has been made of the exchange in
its first year of operation?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
I thank the member for Gosnells for
notice of the question.
More than 10 000 people have made
inquiries to the Women's information
and Referral Exchange during its first
year of operation. More than 300
meetings and seminars have been held
by women's groups using WIRE's fa-
cilities. These figures demonstrate that
the establishment of the exchange
filled what had been a major gap in
the community services available to
women. Many of those who used
WIRE were referred to it by other
agencies, and this underlines the need
it meets. WIRE is currently expanding
its accessibility by having staff mem-
bers visit community groups through-
out the State. This is becoming poss-
ible because of the training of a num-
ber of volunteers who assist with the
operation of the telephone and
drop-in services, freeing paid staff
members to go out into the com-
munity, including visiting country
areas. A second group of volunteers is
being recruited at present to enable
this service to be expanded. This is

1110



[Tuesday, 17 September 19851 Il

very much in line with the philosophy
of helping women to help themselves,
which the Women's Advisory Council
had in mind when it recommended to
the Government WIRE's establish-
ment. There is no doubt that in its
year of operation it has been an out-
standing success, becoming a model
community service that has already
gained a reputation in other parts of
Australia for the service it provides.

TRANSPORT: SHIPPING
Stat eships: Abolition

136. Mrs BUCHANAN, to the Minister for
Transport:
(1) Is the Minister aware of the statement

made by Hon. Norman Moore,' mem-
ber for Lower North Province, regard-
ing the abolition of Stateships?

(2) Does the Government favour the
abolition of Stateships?

Mr GRILL replied;
(1) and (2) Yes, I am aware of the

statement made by the member for
Lower North Province, and his calling
for the abolition of Stateships is just
another example of the Opposition
leaping onto the privatisation band
wagon.
The member is the latest in a
succession of unimpressive Oppo-
sition spokesmen on transport issues.
He is merely parroting the rhetoric of
his predecessor, the member for
Narrogin. He has no experience rel-
evant to the business of managing
Government agencies, no appreciation
of their public service role, and has
revealed in his outburst that he is
completely unfamiliar with the trans-
port portfolio and with the needs of
the people living in remote areas in
the north-West of the State.
The Opposition's firing from the hip
approach is in stark contrast to the
professional, businesslike stance
adopted by this Government. We are
concerned about the Stateships' defi-
cit, just as we are concerned about
deficits incurred by any agency which
provides a service to the paying pub-
lic. But we are not so naive as to re-
gard the size of a transport agency's
deficits as the sole criterion for

measuring either the extent of the
public's need for its service or its
operating efficiency.
Stateships' deficit is falling in real
terms, and this reflects increasing
operating efficiencies within the or-
ganisation, but because of concern
about the budgetary impact of the re-
curring Stateships' deficit, I set up a
transport strategy committee to re-
view the benefits of the Stateships'
service to people in the north-west
and, in particular, the Kimberley re-
gion.

Mr Laurance: What has the Irene Green-
wood to do with the north-west?

Mr GRILL: Nothing at all. What the mem-
ber is saying is irrelevant to this ques-
tion but I will give him this infor-
mation; the Irene Greenwood is
operating on the east-west run and is
operating at a profit. It is the first time
that a ship has made a profit on that
run.
The committee was set up with the
Co-ordinator General of Transport as
chairman. Stateships and the road
transport industry are represented on
the committee. Its final meeting will
be in Perth on 16 October, and I ex-
pect Dr Taplin to report to me soon
on the outcome of his committee's de-
li berations.
The committee is making a long and
necessarily objective assessment of a
variety of consequences of the with-
drawal of some, or all, of the services
Stateships provides to the north-west.
It is seriously considering whether the
ports of Wyndham and Broome would
be forced to close in the event of
Stateships withdrawing from the
Kimberley region. It is also consider-
ing the impact on employment and
employment opportunities in both the
north-west and Fremiantle. I have no
doubt that many jobs would be lost in
the north-west and in those areas if
Stateships closed. Stateships' cargo
represents about 20 per cent of the
general cargo throughput at
Fremantle.
The committee is also looking at the
impact that withdrawal of Stateships'
services might have on the costs of
transporting goods to and from the
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Kimberley region and on how those
costs would flow to households in re-
mote areas.
It is also important to consider the
impact Stateships' closure would have
on the fragile economics of the
Kimberley beef industry. 1 might add
that it is tremendously important for
an industry which is really walking on
a tightrope at this time.

Mr Blaikie: It sure is, and it is walking a
tighter tightrope now.

Mr GRILL: I do not know about that, but
certainly if Stateships were removed,
or if this subsidy on centralisation and
transport costs were removed, we
would see that industry put under
such pressure that it would probably
close up. I suggest to members op-
posite that before they shoot off their
mouths about closing down Stateships
they have a think about the employ-
ment potential Stateships already has
in the north, and that they think about
the employment potential within the
Fremantle area where Stateships
sustains a fairly large maritime indus-
try. I further ask them to think about
the abattoirs at Wyndham and at
Broome and the pastoral industry in
the Kimberleys because all of those in-
dustries and all of that employment
potential is threatened by the ad hoc
decisions that were taken by a
Government which has the possi-
bility-God help us!-of coming back
into power in the foreseeable future.
This possibility is a long shot.

The Opposition when in power had
behind it a history of misadventure in
the transport area. If ever there has
been a saga of mishandling and inef-
ficiency, it was the way in which the
present Opposition when in govern-
menit went about setting up the joint
venture of Total West. By any
objective criteria that was executed in
a most clumsy and inefficient manner,
and none other authority than the De-
partment of Business Management of
the University of Western Australia
verified that in its report to the
steering committee that looked into
the deregulation of smalls freight. It
indicated that the handling of that
particular matter was done in a very
hasty and inefficient way. Now the

Opposition, by its trumpeting in re-
spect of privatisation, is on the brink
of making similar hasty and ill
thought-out decisions in respect of
State shipping.

Mr Hassell: Tell us about your decisions.
Tell us about the legislation that is in
front of us now.

Mr GRILL: We will see about that very
shortly. I would not be too smug about
that area if I were the Leader of the
Opposition. I am quite happy to bring
forward the legislation because it is
good legislation. The Leader of the
Opposition will have an opportunity
to discuss that legislation later on. I
will be very interested to hear what he
has to say. It will probably be along
the lines of his normal criticism-
fairly loud, but without much
substance.
The Opposition is about to make one
of its normal ad hoc and hasty de-
cisions in respect of a vital industry in
this State without looking at the
consequences either in the north-west
or in Fremantle, and without con-
sidering the necessity of fostering a
maritime industry at Fremantle. We
should endeavour to foster a maritime
industry out of Fremantle.

As I have said, the Irene Greenwood is
now operating profitably, the first
Stateship to operate profitably on the
east-west run. If, by closing down
Stateships in the hasty fashion that the
Opposition has indicated it wilt, it
thinks it is going to do some good for
this State, let me tell members op-
posite that it will not. To begin with,
the Opposition will not only be jeop-
ardising the industries I have already
mentioned but it will also be closing
down a line to the Eastern States
which has the potential not just to
operate profitably as it is now, but to
extend its services to Tasmania and to
the west coast of America, and to have
a viable maritime industry operating
out of Fremantle.

if the Opposition does not want a vi-
able maritime industry operating out
of Fremantle, it can go ahead with its
publicly announced policy, If it does
want a viable maritime industry
operating out of Fremantle, it should
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rethink the policies as they were
announced by the member for Lower
North Province.

DTX AUSTRALIA LTD
Relocation

137. Mr COURT, to the Minister for
Regional Development:

Will the Government be continuing
with its proposal to support DTX
Australia Ltd being relocated next to
the Bunbury port following revel-
ations in the weekend Press related to
that company?

Mr GRILL replied:
I would like to indicate firstly that the
Government has not indicated at this
stage any support for DTX Australia.
What the Government has done is en-
tertain an application by DTX for
help to relocate part of its operations
or all of its operations to the Bunbury
region. In terms of decentralisation
that is a proposal which deserves con-
sideration, and in that respect the De-
partment of Industrial Development,
the Department of Regional Develop-
ment, and some other relevant
agencies have looked at the question.
A consultant, as I have already
indicated to the House on a recent oc-
casion, has been engaged and he has
brought down a report on the oper-
ations of DTX and on the manage-
ment and viability of its products.

Mr Blaikie: Without the same enthusiasm
that he did a month ago.

Mr GRILL: That particular report is
presently before the Government and
within a few weeks we will be making
a decision on the application for help
and support.

EMPLOYMENT
Trends

138. Mr GORDON HILL, to the Premier:
Can the Premier please outline for the
House the significant long-term trends
in employment described in the latest
labour market figures?

M r BRIAN BURKE replied:
I thank the member for Helena for
adequate notice of the question.
The August labour market report re-
veals there was a marked improve-
ment over the last year with 5 000
fewer persons unemployed. In ad-
dition, Western Australia sustained a
strong annual employment growth
rate at 4 per cent, and that represents
23 600 more jobs than a year ago. In
comparison, the employment growth
rate for Australia as a whole is only
2.8 per cent. There has also been a
significant reduction of 25 per cent in
the number of teenagers looking for
their first job.
While the record is not perfect, and
everyone makes mistakes, 1 think all
members of the House can be well
pleased with the way in which unem-
ployment has been attacked as a result
of the policies followed by the present
Government.

EMERGENCY SERVICES: STATE
EMERGENCY SERVICE

Uniform
139. Mr LAURANCE, to the Minister for

Police and Emergency Services:
Is it intended that staff involved in the
State Emergency Service will con-
tinue to use their current logo and
wear their current uniform, or is it
intended that they will in future be
required to wear police uniforms?

Mr CARR replied:
I am surprised the member for
Gascoyne has not followed more
closely the publicity that has been
associated with the changes that the
Government announced recently with
regard to emergency service organis-
ations. During that time it was made
very clear through the publicity that
the police would not take over the
State Emergency Service in that sense
at any level. The State Emergency Ser-
vice would continue to operate pre-
cisely as it has done in the past, par-
ticularly at the local level and
substantially so at the regional level. It
is only at the State level that in fact
there have been important changes
made to give the Commissioner of
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Police a particular role relating to the
coordination of emergency services.
The State Emergency Service people
will wear the same uniform and con-
duct their business in the same way,
serving the State as well as they do and
have done in the past.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: INTEREST
RATES

Government Assistance
140. Mr BARNETT, to the Premier:

Can he advise the House whether the
reports in this evening's paper about
interest rates and Government assist-
ance to aid people with home loans is
an accurate report?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:
The report is accurate insofar as the
Government is considering a range of
options that will assist families in par-
ticular but home owners in general
who are facing high and rising home
loan mortgage rates. We make no
apology for seeing as a priority for
Government attention the need to see
that people are relieved as far as it is
possible by the Government of this
threat to, in some cases, the fabric of
their lives and a general threat to the
community in general.

Mr Tubby: Are you going to do the same
for farmers?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: It is one of the scan-
dals of the 1 980s that lending insti-
tutions are making fish of one and
fowl of another, and are negotiating
farm loans at exorbitant interest rates
and thoroughly attacking some of the
bases of the community about which
we have been so proud to boast so
frequently.

Mr MacKinnon: Banks or finance
companies?

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Both. The number of
banks refusing to lend to farmers ex-
cept at exorbitant interest rates is ab-
solutely scandalous. Nothing came
from the Opposition benches on this
matter until the member for
Greenough raised a very valid point.
Hie simply seeks that the banks look at
the situation of farmers in the same

light that they look at home owners. I
can tell the member that we are; we
are going to do our best to relieve the
plight of those 10 to 20 per cent of
farmers who are estimated to have un-
serviceable loans.

But that does not detract from the
worth of what we are looking at with
respect to home owners. We will de-
fend all day the prospect of providing
enough assistance to families to allow
them to keep the roofs over their own
heads, which is something our pre-
decessor Government failed to do.

It paid the price for its failure, and
while that political thing should not be
the prime motivation, at least it
should be a lesson to the Opposition
that its refusal to say squarely that the
present limit on bank interest rates for
home loans should stay, is a con vic-
tion against its potential to form any
decent Government,

We are looking at all options open to
the Government; we are looking at
every single way in which we can pro-
tect families who face the prospect of
losing their houses. It would be of
some assistance to the Government to
have an Opposition that would at least
come out and say that banks should
not be allowed to increase home loan
interest rates above the present limit
of 13.5 per cent and that the limit
presently set by banks should be
retained. But what do we see? The Op-
position in this Parliament, in this
State, has a public position which says
that banks should not be regulated in
respect of housing loans. Let members
opposite deny it. Of course they will
not. Let it be to the eternal shame of
members opposite that everyone in
this State who has a housing loan from
a bank should be told by the Oppo-
sition prepared to speak in volumes
that it will-

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order!

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Let the public be told
that in this Parliament the Opposition
stands behind the policy that says to
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Government at national level, "Take
away the constraint presently imposed
on banks." Let members opposite say
that. They should not hide their light
under a bushel-these economic
rationalists. Why do they not disclose
the face of their harsh and unyielding
god!

Several members interjected.

The SFEAKER: Order! The Leader of the
Opposition will refrain from
interjecting.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: Those on the Oppo-
sition benches who tug their forelocks
to a calvinistic god should tell the pub-
tic where they stand. I will tell the
public what would happen under Lib-
eral policies as soon as the limits came
off banks-

Several members interjected.

The SPEAKER: Order! Order! I have said
on many occasions in the past that if
members wish to interject on Minis-
ters making replies, I can easily
terminate question time.

Mr BRIAN BURKE: I can tell members
what the result would be of the Liberal
policy to release the limit presently
imposed on bank mortgage rates.
What would happen is that everyone
with a home loan from a bank would,
within the space of two weeks, be pay-
ing at least one per cent and up to two
per cent more. That is the Oppo-
sition's policy.

Our policy is to leave no stone
unturnied in making sure that what-
ever assistance we can provide will be
provided. We hope that the building
societies, with whom we will meet
tomorrow, will be able to cooperate
with the Government to avert any
prospective increase in interest rates
to be paid by building society clients.
One thing we will not do: We will
never support the policy that this State
Opposition clings to in the present cir-
cumstances of allowing banks to take
the limit off the interest rates that the
banks presently charge to home
owners.

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS: BUILDING
SOCIETIES

Interest Rates: Control

141. Mr HASSELL, to the Premier:

If the Premier is saying to the House,
as he appears to be now, that the Com-
monwealth should maintain control of
interest rates for home loans, is he pre-
pared to say to the House, clearly and
simply, whether he is prepared to im-
pose similar controls on WA building
societies?

Mr BRIAN BURKE replied:

I do not know how often I have to say
it publicly outside and inside this
place that one of the options we are
looking at is that control to which the
Leader of the Opposition refers. We
have not made our decision, and that
has been made clear by the Minister
time and time again. We are not going
to make decisions on the spur of the
moment. That just shows what an
economic pygmy the Leader of the
Opposition is, and I will explain in a
moment. It seems he has not heard of
lender-of-last-resort facilities or of
those assistances which the Common-
wealth provides to banks and which in
turn, in the view of the banks them-
selves, the Commonwealth has tra-
ditionally extended to regulate in the
prudential and in the financial sense
much of the banks' activities.

One of the options we are looking at is
that option to which the Leader of the
Opposition refers. I said that yester-
day. I have repeated it today. How-
ever, we are not going, on the spur of
the moment in reply to the Leader of
the Opposition, to announce a policy
that has not been the subject of appro-
priate consultation within and without
the Government.

Now let us get to the difference that
the Leader of the Opposition does not
understand. Does he not understand
the control that the Reserve Bank has
over banking institutions in this
country-the prudential and financial
requirements that they are obliged to
meet?
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Part of the quid pro quo for the last
resort guarantees that the Common-
wealth provides to the banking system
has been regulation. Pant of that regu-
lation has been the limit imposed on
home ownership interest rates by the
banks. As far as we are concerned
home ownership does stand in a
special light and we do believe it is

appropriate for society to make a
judgment about the way in which it
will direct resources into the home
ownership sector of the economy.
There is a difference between the Op-
position and the Government. The
Opposition could not care less what
happened to home ownership. We do.
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